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MONACO 


Lotus tyre men Clive Hicks and Kenny 
Szymanski began their Formula 1 
careers in Monacoin 1978. Their sense 
of humour has become legendary in 
peoaalal To honour their 10th anni- 
versary Goodyear's racing chie: 
Mehl and European PR iS mae 
Griffin had T-shirts made up with car- 
toon carictures of Cliveand Kenny and 
ie inscription ‘The Clive and Kenny 
ow — 10 years wi 
eee y' ith Lotus and 
Kenny and Clive, meanwhile, shaved 
off their moustaches, put on dresses. 
wigs and makeup, and wentto ‘the tip 
top (the favourite bar of the Formula 
circus)on Thursday nightas two incred- 
ibly ugly ladies of the evening! 


Formula 1 machinery isn’tthe only ‘ace’ 
technical Sipeee in the paddock. 
Grand Prix racing pridesitselfon having 
the best of everything. Take the new 
USF&G Arrows motorhome which 
debuted in Monaco ... It consists of 
12 metres of Mercedes with an interior 
designed by Arrows hospitality man- 
ager Manfred Oettinger. The interioris 
a tasteful blend of grey leather and 
suede. Push a button and hidden walls 
appear to create a sou i 

Pi ialisions indproof private 


Tyrrell, Lotusand Goodyear all decided 
to leave their transporters on the 
continent between the San Marino and 
Monaco Grand Prix rather than risk 
being stranded due tothe ferry workers’ 
strike. Goodyear had 1,600 tyres air- 
freighted from England to Monaco. 
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Yes, Monacoisthemostglamorousstop 
on the Grand Prix tour. It's also an 
incredibly aggravating place. It seems 
that you have to walk forever to get 
somewhere because guards, fencesand 
crowds (not to mention the harbour) 
send you on wide detours. 
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IfyoutriedtoholdaGrand Pri 
circuit with the same eatin 
dangerous pits that Monaco has, FISA 
and FOCA would justlaughatyou, The 
teams Squeeze into a tiny paddock 
alongside theharbour. If, youhappened 
pee one of the new entries like Rial or 
Here, run, you had to go half a 
ilometre, through twotunnelsandu 
tothesecond story ofa parking gara : 
Part of the frustration of Monaci iP 
trying to finda hotel room. The h ei 
charge exhorbitant rates and atte 
demandaseven day minimum sta Tha 
year McLaren solved the probler by 
bringing their own hotel, The a y 
tered ‘The Sea Godess’, a ship with 60 
Suites, 110 guests anda staffof 80, 0 
Still you have to goto Monaco atl 
oncein yourlifeto watchthe. carsslither 
through Casino Square, The dat i 
always set in conjunction with ree 
tion Day, so mark your calendars mae 
May 7th, 1989 and May 27th, 1990 ua 


While they may drive whi 

Michele Alboreto, Thies Bowne 
Eddie Cheever, Piercarlo Ghinzani, 
Stefan Johansson, Riccardo acee 
Nelson Piquet and Ayrton Senna could 
all walk homeafter working in Monaco. 


BY DAN KNUTSON 


They all maintain residences there 
Piquetlives onaboatin the harbour, Bu 
he loathes the track, and he told ] 
television interviewer that racing a 
Monaco waslike trying to rideabicycle 
through your house. 


Monacoisnotacheap place tolive 
Rial team had an expensive led 
that started with Andrea de Cesaris 
crashing his Rial into Gerhard Berger's 
Ferrari, Andrea claimed that the mar: 
shals hadn’t waved any yellow flags. 
Officials fined him US$5,000.00 for 
discrediting the marshals after video 
tapes proved thatthey hadbeen waving 
theyellow, The team was fined a further 
US$ 15,000.00 for working on the car 
outonthecircuitwhena flatbattery left 
itstranded. 


Hondaissueda release in Monaco saying 
that they are considering their future 
options with Lotus. Tensions have 
arisen between Lotus and Honda. The 
feeling at Lotus is that Honda is not 
giving them the same treatment as 
Pate Asked in Mexico if the two 
‘ams were getting the same engines, 
McLaren’s Ron Dennis replied, ‘Wedo 
have the same engines, There's no 
actien about that. I think the reason 
ipencon ssuperiority)is thatthe car 
peaiensonh Honda will probably have 
exclusive contract with McLaren. 


MEXICO. 


The first five driver: 

‘§ On the grid in 
Monica had a total of 65 ae Prix 
: ictories between them, (That tally 
Pee ath Alain Prost's win.) 

» Ayrton Sennasey, 

Gerhard Berger three, Nelson Biguet20 
and Michele Alboreto five. 3 


Honda brings * 

mechanics Rs 10 engineers and 10 
they are splite 
and Lotus, Th 


Goto, Chief Engineer YutakaOtobeand 
Liaison Officer Yoshinobu Noguchi. 


As part of their promotion, Camel had 
two real camels munching hay outside 
the front gates. 


What are the problems at Ferrari? 
‘McLaren!’ said Gerhard Berger. How 


doeshekeep himself motivated, racing 
forthird? ‘It'svery boring,’ Bergersaid 
‘Butit must be very boring for McLaren 
winthe poleandrunatthe frontinevery 
race... I'd like to be that bored!’ 
Gugelmin Tales ... The record books 
will show that Maurico Gugelmin 
retired his Leyton House March with 
engine troubles. But his story is much 
more than that. ‘I began smelling 
burning carbon,’ the Brazilian s id, 
‘which made me neryous considering 
the fuel load! I began to feel burning 
through my legs. Infact, thebattery lead 
was foulingintheseatbeltmounting. It 
shortcircuited, which was why theseat 
began to get warm. And finally the 
engine just died. Never mind ... I feel 
good for Montreal. 


CANADA 

‘After a two year absence, Renault will 

return to Grand Prix racing witha new 

V10engine. Williams and Renault have 

signed a three year contract, and 

Williams will have exclusive use of the 

enginein 1989. Renault keptabout 100 
of their former racing employees, and 
they willbe building 25 ofthe four-valve 
engines forthestartofthe 1989season. 
Although they will consult with 
Renault, Williams will choose their own 
In the past Elf, who have had 
vith Renault, haveinsistedon 
aFrench driver. The Williams contracts 
of Nigel Mansell and Riccardo Patrese 
both end this year. 

It looks as if Mansell will swap places 
with Michele Alboreto at Ferrari. 


Alboreto has admitted that he is 
unhappy at Ferrari after going without 


a win since 1985. ‘If Mr Ferrari wants 
me,’ he said, ‘we can find a way forme 
to stay.’ 


Who isbetter—Senna or Prost? ‘Ithink 
right now it is he,’ Senna said when 
asked the question, ‘because hehas two 
titles and a lot more wins. Right now 


Alain is the most complete driver in 
Formula 1.’ 

So far the two have had no problems. 
‘Before this year we never spent much 
time together,’ Sennasaid. ‘Since weare 
working together we understand each 
other.” 

“We work welltogether. We exchange 
information (during practice),’ Onrace- 
day McLaren has no team orders. ‘The 
one who is the strongest wins,’ Senna 
said. 


Aline of 22 huge semitrucks hauled the 
Formula 1 circus from Mexico to 
Montreal to Motown. The teams don’t 
travel light. Take Lotus, for example, 


; 
: 


who have three carsand 10,000kilos of 
spares. 
The Canadian government put up $3 


million (Canadian) to help ensure that 
the Canadian Grand Prix would stay in 


Montreal for the next five years. It's 
money well spent as the Grand Prix 
brings about $26 million into the area 
each year. 


‘The Formula 1 teams had a raft race in 
the giant Olympicrowingbasinbehind 
the pits. Tyrrell’s team consisting of 
Jonathan Palmer and Julian Bailey and 
mechanics Jim Rumble and Wayne 
Bennett won. Their fine machine was 
built of four ofthebarrels they ship their 
wheels in, a sheet of plywood, two 
buckets and some bubble wrap. Lotus 
raced a portable toilet. It sank. For- 
tunately Zakspeed’s entry didn’t sink 
because they used one of their 
monocoque tubs. Ferrari, Goodyear, 
Ligier and Marchalso raced, while AGS 
arrived just as everyone else was onthe 
return leg, 


Ligier and AGS have both moved into 
new factories. Ligier has been wind 
tunnel testing a quarter scale model of 
their cumbersome JS3 1 chassis. 


Last year’s Canadian Grand Prix was 
cancelled due toa sponsorship dispute 
between the Molson and Labatt 
breweries, and because the teams were 
upset with the poor working condi- 
tions. After Labatt withdrew from 
the legal battle, Molson took over 
sponsorship. 

Workers werestill putting the finishing 
touches on the new pit/garage/control 
tower complex just before practice 


began. Since starting on April 17th, they 
had resurfaced 850 metres of the track, 
poured 2,500 cubic metres of concrete 
and erected 45 tons of steel beams. 
“Ican'tunderstand how somuchmoney 
(about $6 million) was spent on the 
facilities while the (track) safety is 
unbelievable,’ Nelson Piquetsaid, “The 
turn before the pit straight is too fast 
with those close walls.’ Derek 
Warwick's crash in the turn, which is 
taken flat out in fifth gear, showed just 
how dangerous the turn can be. 


The Gilles Villeneuve circuit is located 
ontheman-madeisland ofNotre-Dame 
located in the St Lawrence Seaway. 
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With Montreal as a backdrop and the 
pleasant park-like atmosphere, the 
Canadian Grand Prix has always been 
one ofthe nicest stops onthe tour. This 
year much ofthe ‘park’ atoncendofthe 
circuit seemed to be all bare dirt and 
cementdustafterall the construction of 
the new pit complex. There were two. 
pressrooms, locatedat opposite ends of 
the circuit, and general confusion as 
everyonetriedtofindtheir way around 
the new track 


USA 


After seven years in the downtown 
streets, the Detroit Grand Prix is 
heading for the island of Belle Isle. 
Detroit mayor Coleman Young, the 
FIA and the Detroit organizers have 
reached an agreement in principle that 
the race will be moved. 

Ever since the first Detroit race the 
drivers and teams have complained 
about Detroit. ‘I have said since 1982 
this track does not have the same 
standards as the other (Grand Prix) 
tracks,” Alain Prost said. While other 
tracks such as Montreal have spent 
millions of dollars on improvements, 
Detroit has done nothing, Prost sai 
The drivers praised the move to Belle 
Isle which is located about five kilo- 
metres up the Detroit river from 
Downtown Detroit. Reaction from 
local residents and merchants was 
mixed. The course will occupy about 


20 percent of the islandand bebuilton 
existing roadways. Still, plenty of logis- 
tical and financial problems need to be 
worked out. 

If the race is moved, the Grand Prix 
party atmosphere ofdowntown Detroit 
will be lost. About 125,000 people 
showed up for Friday's ‘Free Prix Day’. 
Many don’thaveaclue whatisgoingon, 
but they come for the festival. 


The Ferraris cancatch the McLarens, but 
‘only at the end of the race in the parce 
ferme!’ Michele Alboreto joked. 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch in 
Maranello, thesceneis one of complete 
chaos. Enzo Ferrari has fired his son 
Piero Lardi from his racing manager 


post. The problem is that the Ferrari 
engineers are split over whether to 
continue with the turbo program or 
begin concentrating on next year's 
normally aspirated car John Barnard’s 
creation). 

It is rumoured that John Barnard, 
Harvey Postlethwaite, Jean-Claude 
Migeot (engines) and Jean-Jacques His 
(engines) will all be leaving Ferrari by 
1989, 

PopeJohn Paul recently visited Ferrari 
‘That led to jokes asking if the Ferrari's 
blown engines would emit white or 
black smoke. 


Stefan Johansson's father was nick- 
named ‘Leaf and Stefan was nicknamed 
‘Little Leaf’. As a tribute to his father, 
Stefan’s helmet carries a design of 
intertwining leaves 


The teams have always complained 
about the open pitsin Detroit. This year 
they had canopies which gave them 
shade. Thespectators, whohad paid top 
price for pit grandstands, meanwhile, 
now couldn't see the cars. 


Team Titanic? A signin the Williams pit 
read ‘The only difference between us 
and the Titanic is that the Titanic hada 


band’. Anyone want to volunteer to 
form an orchestra to play while the 
Williams team sinks? 


Winningall the ime can bea problem, 
“Motivation for the staff (of 150) is quite 
a problem,’ Ron Dennis said. ‘We are 
very aware of complacency. We've 
actually madesome mistakes which we 
traced to complacency.’ Dennis said 
that McLaren willhave three prototypes 
oftheir 1989 carready fortestingin the 
next few (he wouldn't be more specific) 
months, One of the cars will be kept 
with Honda in Japan L 


Cut it our guys ... Piero V Gancia, the 
president of the Brazilian Automobile 
Confederation, wrote a letter to Senna 
and Piquet telling them to stop feuding 
in public 


Muchofthe mediaand public 
in Detroit was directed on ba 
notthe Grand Prix. The Detroit 
were involved in the NBA Basketball] 
Championships, The West Zakspeed| 
team had ‘Go Pistons’ painted on the 
engine’s plenum chamber. The Zak- 
speed’s own pistons didn’t take that| 
advice, however, as both Piercarlo| 
Ghinzani and Bernd Schneider failed] 


‘How can he see out of those tiny] 
mirrors?’ a spectator asked a Lotus 
mechanic working on Satori! 
Nakajima’s car. ‘That no problem, 'the 
mechanic quipped, ‘because there 5 
never anybody behind him!’ Anotht 

mechanic added, ‘He is going 80 SloW 
that he’s using hand signals.’ Nakajim’ 
hatesstreet circuits and fi ed to qualify: . 


‘Ithink that could race somethingels® } \O 
s,’ Prost said whet 

fter retirement. ‘1d00 

think I'll retire without doing 8°™ 

thing else. 


Justignorethemand they willgoaw4y, 
‘That's Eddie Cheever's solution (0 
walls of Detroit: ‘If you don't 
aboutthewallstheyseem tomoveb™ 
a few feet.’ 


TISH 
ADITION 


igel Mansell had to leave Williams. And 
just as certainly, he bad to join Ferrari 
Four years with the Didcot-based team 
had brought him 13 GP victories and had 
50 nearly won him the World Championship in both 
1986 and 1987. By July 1988, however, his rela 
tionship with the team, as they say in divorce 
Proceedings, had ‘irretrievably broken down’. This 
time last year the idea of Britain sleading Grand Prix 
driver quitting the team was unthinkable. He was 
blisteringly fast, unerringly committed, and 
talented €nough to extract the maximum from the 
Williams-Honda FWI1IB, After years of trying, he 
had, since 1986, found the car he had always 
dreamed of. eM a 
It was the celebrate 


Honda thar goed divorce between Williams and 
fe sey Started the rot, and after seven re 
reactive my, He Judd-engined FW12, with the 

ride Suspension system that designer 


Patrick Hea Fy 
seat So favoured, and he so distrusted, his 
ad been so terminally eroded that no 


amount of succe i 
ee Success with the 1989 Renault V10 
or WOuld ever be likely to repair the hurt 


As his “disappointment” became 
common knowledge in the pit lane, he 
began to entertain three serious offers: 
Williams (with two offers so high even 
he admitted to surprise), Benetton and 
Ferrari 

At Rio in 1982 he saved the life of Lotus 
team manager Peter Collins, who now 
runs Benetton, and the two have always 
enjoyed a strong relationship. Indeed, it 
was mooted at the end of 1986 that he 
was considering an offer from the team 
to run its Ford turbo V6-powered B187 
Ferrari, however, was the strongest 
lure. He'd had some dealings with the 
legendary Italian team in the summer of 
1986, and even though there was 
speculation that he was just applying 
some psychological pressure on Frank 
Williams, he discussed terms for a move 
should he ever decide on a change. 
With the decision to leave Williams 
crystallising — “It certainly wasn’t 
spontaneous, but something I slept on 
for three or four weeks after fully 
discussing it with Rosanne” — and the 
two plum seats elsewhere taken quite 
comfortably, thank you, by Alain Prost 
and Ayrton Senna, Ferrari was the only 
logical option. With Fiat's muscle it is 
the only team with the potential finan- 


cial wherewithal to compete on even 
terms with Honda, and there is still a 
magic associated with the name. “Even 
as a kid I dreamed of driving for Ferr: 
he smiled at the press conference he 
called at Silverstone three days before 
the Shell Oils British GP. “It’s like 
driving for the Pope!” 

The signing of his estimated £3M one 
year contract revives a tradition of 
British drivers at Maranello that dates 
back to 1953, but it is a tradition that 
hasn't always enjoyed happy endings. 
Dashing, blond Mike Hawthorn was the 
first Briton to drive for Ferrari's works 
team, when he reluctantly accepted an 
offer for the 1953 season when it 
became clear nothing competitive 
would emerge from Britain. It was a 
warm relationship most of the time, and 
at Rheims that year he became only the 
second Briton to win a Grand Prix when 
he emulated Sir Henry Segrave’s 1923 
French GP success by pipping Fangio. 
Though he left to drive for Vanwall after 
a troubled 1954, he remained on good 
terms with Ferrari and returned to the 
fold for 1957 and beat Stirling Moss to 
the 1958 title by a mere point. It was a 
tragic success, however, for his firm 
friend — ‘mon ami mate’ — Peter 


LAT PHOTOGR 


COLLINS ~ MONACO 1958 


Collins had been killed during the 

German GP. 

Collins had joined Maranello in 1956, 

Hawthorn was a free-living, 

fun-loving character. He won the 

Belgian and French GPs as he honed his 

le under the tuition of Fangio, and by 

the Italian GP was a real threat to the 

Argentinian’s championship prospects. 

Fangio retired early, and team-mate 

Luigo Musso refused to hand over his 

car, which was permissible in those 

days, When Collins pitted for tyres and 

learned of the situation, he stepped 

from his car and offered it to Fangio ina 

selfless gesture of sportsmanship that 

would earn the great Argentinian his 
fourth crown. 

The following year he won in Syracuse 
and Naples, and had won the British GP 
on home ground in 1958 as the teams 
headed for the Nurburgring. Attempt- 
ing to pass Tony Brook’s Vanwall for the 
lead, he crashed fatally. 

Months later, having announced his 
retirement, Hawthorn was also dead, 
killed in a road accident. 

When John Surtees came to the Prane- 
ing Horse's stable in 1963, he had 
established a fearsome reputation on 
Italian MV Augusta motorcycles. By 


i 


a 


1960 he had accumulated seven world 
championships, and his transition to 
motor racing attracted immediate 
attention. First in a works Lotus, then in 
privately owned Lolas, he revealed that 
his uncanny sense of balance was just as 
suited to four wheels as two. Ferrari was 
interested; Surtees wasn't. He 
capitulated towards the end of 1962, 
hor 1, and suddenly Ferrari had a 
driver of immense skill who was also an 
accomplished deyelopment engineer. 
By 1964 he was World Champion, albeit 
in slightly fortuitous circumstances 
after team-mate Lorenzo Bandini inad- 
yertently eliminated rival Graham Hill in 


the showdown in Mexico. 

Restless and occasionally abrasive, Sur- 
tees could never confine himself just to 
driving, nor just to F1. In 1965 he ran his 
own Lola Group 7 sportscar team, and 
suffered severe injuries when his T70 
crashed at Mosport Park. It was feared 
he would never race again, and Ferrari 
immediately lost interest. Surtees had 
other ideas and was back in harness 
again as the new three-litre formula got 
underway in 1966. Ferrari had little 
faith in him. Just as it would be when 
Niki Lauda dragged himself back from 
his 1976 German GP accident, Mara- 
nello was firmly convinced its star 
driver was through. 

Surtees’ outspokenness didn’t help the 
situation as he advised the team of his 
opinion of the new V12. It had won first 
time out, and everyone was convinced 
another championship was theirs for 
the taking. Surtees was less enthused. 
He clashed with engine designer Mauro 


Forghieri, and also fell out with volatile 
team manager Eugenio Dragoni. An 
almost caricature Italian, Dragoni only 
had eyes for Bandini, and though Sur- 
tees won convincingly at Spa in the 
Belgian GP, the two had a violent 
disagreement at Le Mans, where Dra- 
goni accused him of being unfit to last 
the 24-hour marathon. Exit Big John in 
the direction of Cooper, for whom he 
won the Mexican GP at the end of a 
troubled year... 

Success even of that standard never 
looked likely for Mike Parkes, Jonathan 
Williams or Derek Bell, although ‘Par- 
kesi’ did triumph comfortably in the 


non-championship 1967 BRDC Interna- 
tional Trophy and the same year's non- 
championship Syracuse race, where he 
dead-heated with team-mate Ludovico 
Scarfiotti in a contrived fix designed to 
boost morale after Bandini’s death at 
Monaco. The tall Englishman had fin- 
ished second in his debut at Rheims the 
previous year, and was second again in 
the Italian GP at Monza, but at Spa 
shortly after his two 1967 successes he 
spun on oil dropped by Jackie Stewart's 
BRM H16 and sustained leg injuries that 
killed his F1 career. A brilliant engineer, 
he returned to the team on the techni- 
cal side, only to die years later ina road 
accident, 

Quiet, unassuming Williams — ‘Jo- 
nathino’ — shared the CanAm Ferrari 
sportscars with Amon in 1967 and was 
given a run in Mexico. He was under- 
whelmed with the V12’s power and the 
team was unimpressed with him... 
When he came to Maranello in 1968, 


future world sportscar champion 
Derek Bell did so in the twilight of the 
modified V12's life. Team leader Chris 
‘Amon led races time and again, only to 
retire, but as the third driver, Bell never 
had the full chance to show his ability at 
Oulton Park, Monza or Watkins Glen. 
The 1969 variants of the car were 
laughable. His sole outing yielded ninth 
place at the BRDC International Trophy 
at Silverstone, and thereafter the rela- 
tionship floundered. Ferrari was in dire 
financial straits, on the point of being 
baled out by Fiat, and though the 
race-wining Fiat-12 was in the pipeline 
it didn’t arrive in time to save Derek's F1 


career. 

Since his outing at Silverstone in 1969 

the only Englishman to have run a 

works Fl Ferrari has been 1984 British 

F3 champion Johnny Dumfries, who 

was rather half-heartedly involved in 

the 1985 test programme but never 

joined regular drivers Alboreto and 

Stefan Johansson in a race. 

Instead, until Mansell’s arrival, British 

influence at Ferrari has taken the form 
of technical input. Parkes had made 
significant contributions, but more as a 
development engineer than as a 
designer. When the 1981 126CK pro- 
ved a monster that only the brilliance of 
Villeneuve could truly tame, Il Com- 
mendatore finally heeded the need for 
change. In 1973 he had had the B3 
chassis built in Britain by John Thomp- 
son, but his brief to former Hesketh, 
Wolf and Fittipaldi designer Harvey Pos- 
telthwaite in mid-1981 was to develop 
an all-new, up to date ‘British’ chassis. 
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Posthelthwaite’s 126C2 took Ferrari 
fully into the composite construction 
ra, and might well have won the 1982 
Drivers’ Championship but for the 
death of Villeneuve at Zolder and Didier 
Pironi’s awful accident at Hockenheim 
The shattered team did take the Con 
structors’ title, and regrouped around 
Patrick Tambay and René Arnoux and 
126C2Bs in 1983 until Postlethwaite 
introduced Ferrari's first carbon fibre 
chassis, the 126C3. The Drivers’ title 
again proved elusive, but the Con 
structors’ fell once again to his cars. 
1984 marked the beginning of the 
McLaren era in F1 as the T, AG-powered 
MP4s came on stream, and gradually 
Harvey's relationship began to run the 
seemingly inevitable course of those 
who stay too long at Maranello. When 
John Barnard left McLaren in 1986, he 
Was immediately snapped up by Ferrari, 
and all of a sudden Maranello had a 
surplus of technical men, especially as 
Gustav Brunner had penned the F187 as 
Postlethwaite was moved to other pro. 
jects. 
Through 1987 and 1988 the two 
Englishmen steered an uneasy path 
Harvey continuing to live in Italy as he 
developed Brunner’s car, John setting 
up GTO Engineering in England. As 
Postlethwaite looked after the turbo 
cars this season, Barnard has been hard 
at work on the normally aspirated V12 
for 1989. It seemed logical enough 
rather like Steve Nichols and Neil Oat- 
ys similar roles at McLaren, but the 
cision on which car to favour in 1988 
brought management uproar and argu 
ment that saw Enzo Ferrari banish his 
team managing son Piero Lardi Ferrari 
to the roadcar division. Eventually Har. 
vey too sought a way out 
Now, as 1989 looms, John Barnard has 
the task of coercing Fiat-Ferrari into 
committing itself as fully as Honda. He 
and Berger know one another well, but 
Mansell and Berger also have a good 
relationship. The cynics say Grand Prix 
tracks are littered with broken 
friendships. Mansell says: “For me Ger- 
hard is one of the quickest drivers 
around, but I believe I go to Ferrari not 
as a threat, but with the same aim — to 
make the car quick. We're friends, and 
like Senna and Prost, I expect us to 
complement one another.” 
He is confident he can make his mark, 
and having seen the way in which he 
tackled Keke Rosberg at Williams in 
1985, one wouldn't expect him to be 
cowed by Berger's current status within 
the team. At the same time, however, he 
has always been susceptible to the 
opinions and criticism of those around 
him. Quite how he deals with the Italian 
press and how well he can fit in with a 
team that is at best emotional, and at 
worst downright Machiavellian, will be 
fascinating aspects of 1989. m 
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i i i la 1. This latest work, featuring Nigel Mansell 
jamins has once again turned his considerable talents to the world of Formu 
inns Wilfayns FW12 during practice at Monaco, is probably his best work yet and fully captures the colour and power of Formula 1 cars. 


Along with other previous releases 
“Passing Strangers” 
featuring Nigel Mansell and Nelson 
Piquetin their World Championship, 
winning Canon Williams 
Honda FW118 
lable as both 
These paintings have now been reproduced as high-quality art prints printed on the highest quality heavyweight art paper, and are avail 
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“Ferrari Team-Mates” 
featuring the Ferrari F186s of Michele 
Alboreto and Stefan Johansson 
(with the Benetton of Gerhard 
Berger hovering inthe background) 


“First Time Out” 
featuring Jim Clarkin the Lotus Ford 
Type43 on its World Championship 
debut at Zandvoort on 4th June 1967 


“Smooth as Silk-The Jaguar XJR8” 

featuring the 1987 FIA World Sports 

Car Championship winning T.W.R. 
Silk Cut Jaguar XJR8 
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Beemused spectators 
still couldn't quite grasp 
that Alain Prost had actually 
given up. Perhaps it will 
prove to be the race that 
lost him the 1988 World 
Championship .. . 


Metaren would walk it, with its super- 
balanced MP4/4s. Ferrari would prob: 
ably run as second string, just as in Paul 
Ricard. } sell and Williams would 
have moved ever further apart in the 
wake of his announcement about quit- 
ting for Ferrari in 1989, and almost 
certainly wouldn't finish. 

Those might have been reasonable 
assumptions to make prior to qualifying 
for the Shell Oils British GP, but all 
would be wide of the mark come race 
day, 

The death on Thursday of RAC MSA 
Chie ecutive Peter Hammond, killed 
on his motorcycle while travelling to 
the track, cast a pall over the meeting 
that the weather subsequently echoed 
on Sunday, but while many onlookers 
toyed with a conundrum, at least two 
drivers knew the full answer. 

Michele Alboreto had dominated the 
first day of official qualifying, marking 
the first occasion on which a McLaren 
driver hasn’t, and when Gerhard Berger 
did likewise the following day it really 
did begin to look as if the mighty 
McLarens were in trouble. Had Ferrari 
really found the answer, with engine 
systems remapped since 


When raceday dawned wet and cold, it 
seemed likely the truth of the intrigue 
would never be known, but a simple 
conversation with Gerhard Berger slot- 
ted everything into place. “A chance? I 
don’t think we have any chance at all, 
the way our fuel consumption has been 
going. We might be able to match the 
McLarens in qualifying, but we'll never 
race with them.” 

He was almost right. In the event, he 
only had to race with one of them. The 
other was occupied attempting to pick 
a way — unsuccessfully — past Alex 
Caffi's Dallara and Stefano Modena’s 
Euro Brun... , 
Now that the Detroit GP is moving to 


Belle Isle, Alain Prost may well find 
cause to place the British GP at Silver 
stone at the top of his list of least liked 
events. Twice before the main start his 
Honda engine stalled, just as it had in 
Imola, and as he attempted his first wet 
start with a carbon fibre clutch he 
bogged down, nearly stalled again, and 
came round 11th on the first lap, from 
fourth on the grid. 

In the first wet race since Estoril in 
1985, the Fl cars threw frightening 
clouds of spray all over their pursuers 
As Mauricio Gugelmin so graphically 
described it, “You just see nothing at 
first, and your eyes are popping out as 
you think you detect grey turning black 
and realise it’s a car ahead. When you 
can make out its red light, you brake. I 
tell you, you get older in a few laps...” 
Prost must have felt very old in the 24 
laps he completed, seeing Modena and 
Caffi_ squeeze past as his McLaren 


understeered here, oversteered there, 
its balance as awry as it had been in 
qualifying. And when Berger and Senna, 
battling for the lead, lapped him on lap 
13 he very nearly collided with his fleet 
team-mate. 11 laps on he pulled in and 
quit, prepared to risk it no further. 

“It's my life,” he asserted in justification 
of an act few could believe of him, “and 
today I decided to stop. Why risk so 
much racing for 16th place?” 
Onlookers who had travelled miles to 
watch him weave his Ricard magic 
were aghast, just as they were as they 
watched Berger blasting round with 
Senna dogging his dampening wheel- 
tracks. If ever anyone could have sought 
amore graphic example of the commit- 
ment of these two chargers, both of 
whom still have to stamp their ultimate 
mark, it was the manner in which they 
left Alboreto to fend off the advances of 
Gugelmin and Capelli in the Leyton 
House Marches they had superbly quali- 
fied fifth and sixth. 

Lap for lap Senna stalked his prey, 
knowing full well that the Austrian was 
grandstanding, enjoying himself for the 
sheer fun of controlling 630bhp in 
atrocious conditions, “I knew myself 1 
wouldn't make the flag if kept going at 
Gerhard’s pace,” he revealed, “so I 
knew there was no way he could hope 
to keep it up.” 

Sitting too close, he not only ran into 
visibility problems, but also began to 
lose mid-corner downforce, so cannily 
he eased back, awaited his chance, and 
pounced as they came up to lap Prost at 
Woodcote. After that it was all over bar 
the shouting, as he toured home in the 
first all-wet British GP since Taffy von: 
Trips won at Aintree in 1961, an 
amazing statistic when one considers 
the rainfall in a typical British summer! 
By half distance Berger was five laps the 
wrong side of his fuel schedule, and 
Ferrari personnel were giving them- 


selves hernias hanging out the slow 
signs, and as the race moved to its 
conclusion the F187 obeyed orders and 
got slower and slower. That left it easy 
prey to a charging Nigel Mansell, whose 
Williams FW12 had been fitted over- 
night with standard steel springs and 
gas dampers in place of the unloved 
hydraulic reactive ride which had given 
him a whole series of qualifying frights. 
From 11th on the grid the local hero 
was seventh on lap one before picking 
is way past Capelli, Gugelmin (in 
trouble with locking carbon fibre 
brakes) and Alboreto to indulge in a 
duel with Alessandro Nannini that was 
even more remarkable than Senna’s 
fight with Berger. 

On lap 20 he had poked the Williams 
ahead of the Benetton as Sandro got 
trapped behind Alboreto at Stowe 
Lifted off and spun through 360 
degrees, the impressive Italian recoy- 
ered very quickly from his indiscretion 
and was back past the FW12 by lap 28. 
That time, however, he lasted only 
another lap before losing it again at 
Woodcote when fluctuating brake 
pedal feel, caused by a variation in the 
amount of air getting to the discs now 
that he was running in clean air ahead of 
the Williams, caught him out. “My 
mistake,” he grinned after sustaining 


front wing endplate damage that 
created an understeer imbalance that 
would ultimately take the edge off his 
challenge. 
It was enough to give Gugelmin a 
second chance, after the Brazilian had 
carefully conserved his wet tyres in the 
first half, expecting them to come into 
their own as the track dried. When it 
rained again his cunning went without 
its just reward, but he brought the 
March within 20 seconds of the Benet- 
ton as both closed on and eventually 
overtook the now cruising Berger with 
10 laps to run. Aerodynamically superb, 
the Marches were ideally suited to 
Silverstone despite lack of engine 
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power, and Gugelmin’s first Chan 
pionship point for an excellent four 
were only blighted by Capelli’s prof 
lems with oversteer and his event 

retirement with a faulty alternator 

Benetton, too, proved to have a car wel 
suited during qualifying to Silverston¢ 4 
key corners — Stowe and Club — jf 
Thierry Boutsen’s chances Were dasheg 
after a heady fight with Nelson Pique 
when an initial misfire and baulky fify 
gear selection were compounded by 
cy joint failure. The Belgian walked j 


no doubt reflecting as he w 
Mansell race by in the drar 
improved Williams, that he will fill the 
Englishman's shoes at Didcot next year 
after announcing his new deal immedi- 
ately after the race, 

As usual, Lotus was no match for the 
similarly-powered McLarens, but Silver- 
stone brought fresh hope when 
Piquet’s car again fitted with the 
Bilstein electronic damping for Satur 
day qualifying and the The World 
Champion is very encouraged by the 
manner in which it enhances traction 
and Lotus made some positive progress 
which has fired him into demanding 
extra test sessions to exploit it further. 
When the track was drying during 
mid-race he picked up unwanted 


understeer, but as the rain came again 
able 
a: 


his balance evened up and he wa: 
‘0 unlap himself on Senna and ev 
tually slip ahead of the fuel conserving 
Berger with six laps to go. 
Sixth place would at least have beet 
some reward for Berger, but even that 
Wis to be denied him. From the 
laps a four-car train comprising Derek 
Warwick's Arrows, Satoru Nak 
Lotus, Eddie Cheever's Arrow E 
Ricardo Patrese’s non-reactive Williams 
had run nose to tail, ducking and 
Weaving in each other's spray Warwick 
had initiall clear of his pursue! 
ajima’s attempt to pass W8 
Pelled, and the Lotus dropped aw" 
With a broken fifth gear, Cheever cam® 
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striding through, heart-in-mouth over 
fuel economy, to harrass his team-mate 
to the line 

My readout said I had five and a quarter 
laps’ worth of fuel left with six laps to 


0,” revealed the laconic 


American, but 
»mechow he made it, and there was a 
pleasant bonus in store at Woodcote on 


¢ last lap as Berger clipped the kerb 
id ran wide. As Warwick pounced into 
ixth, Eddie and Riccardo followed him 
through, leaving Gerhard to cross the 
line on the gra 


Oils bridge 


ss all the way to the She 
demoted from a cham 
pionship point to ninth in one sad 
sweep. 

From the moment they battled past the 
lacklustre Prost, Modena and Caffi ran 
close in their Italian specials until Alex 
squeezed past Stefano and exploited 
the Dallara’s superior wet road beha 
viour. The F3000 champion lost grou! 
as the Euro Brun began flopping 


nto 


roll oversteer as the race progressed 
but his effort echoed Caffi's as he 
brought it home within six seconds, the 
two Italians taking worthy 11th and 
12th places without putting a wheel out 
of line throughout. Andrea de Cesaris 
had looked set to keep both honest 
despite bending a wing on the warm 
up, but after only 10 laps the Rial was 
out with a shattered clutch plate 

After some promising showings earlier 
in the year, the Larrousse Calmels Lola 
LC88s aren't anywhere near as com 
fortable on fast circuits, as Ricard pro 
ved, and Silverstone saw the French 
team in the same gripless boat they'd 
paddled on their home waters a week 
earlier 

We passed a few people and we 
finished close together, which is all we 
could hope,” grinned Alliot, his enjoy 
ment apparent even if the result wasn't 
particularly satisfying 

For a long time Pier Luigi Martini had 
hung in there with this quartet until his 
Lois Minardi began oversteering more 
and more and, mindful of dumping one 
chassis in the wall at Club in qualifying, 


Picro decided discretion was the better 
part of appeasing the team and settled 
for bringing the spare back in one piece 
Minardi didn’t escape entirely, how 
ever, as Luis Sala got caught out in the 
ball of spray at the start and rammed 
into the back of Philippe Streiff's AGS. 
The Spaniard was out on the spot; the 
Frenchman lasted until lap nine when 
his damaged rear wing broke and spun 
him into a gravel bed 
It wasn'ta very good race in general for 
the French, after Prost’s national suc 
in 


cess the previous week, for once ag 
Guy Ligier's cars proved so woefully 
inadequate that poor Stefan Johansson 
didn’t qualify, along with Oscar Larrauri 
and the grossly unreliable Zakspeeds: 
René Arnoux at least made the race, but 
his JS31 was short on traction and 


slumped back to an eventual 18th after 
losing ground to Julian Bailey's well 
driven Tyrrell, With Jonathan Palmer 
starting from the pit road after engine 
trouble on the warm-up, and retiring 
early when the unit malfunctioned 
Bailey flew the Tyrrell flag alone and did 
a fine job with a car he described as 
totally lacking grip”. Like Gugelmin, it 
was his first wet Fl race and he didn’t 
put a wheel wrong, even when having a 
private dice with Nicola Larini’s Osella 
The Alfa turbo eventually punched him 
Tyrrell, but the penalty was 
excessive thirst, and the Italian was 
stranded on Hangar Straight with three 
laps to run when 150 litres proved 


past the 


insufficient 

At the end of an intriguing race 
McLaren duly won, and in doing so beat 
Ferrari's 1953 record with eight conse 

cutive victories, and now the cham 

pionship battle is on in earnest. Senna 
drove beautifully and thoroughly 
deserved his success, which brings him 
within six points of Prost, but as the 
traffic stacked up to a standstill even by 
midnight, bemused spectators still 
couldn't quite grasp that Alain Prost had 
actually given up. Perhaps it was the 
right thing to have done; only the 
Frenchman can really tell. Equally, per 

haps it will prove to be the race that lost 
him the 1988 World championship. = 
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1988 BRITISH 
FORMULA ONE 
GRAND PRIX 


Driver 
Nige! Mansell 
Nelson Piquet 
Derek Warwick 
Ayrton Senna 
Satoru Nakajima 
Eddie Cheever 
Riccardo Patrese 
Mauricio Gugelmin 
Philippe Alliot 
Alessandro Nannini 
Gerhard Berger 
Pler Luigi Martini 


LENGTH Nicola Larini 
ATP kon Yannick Dalmas 
2.969 miles 


Stefano Modena 
Thierry Boutsen 
Alex Caffi 

Julian Bailey 
Michele Alboreto 
ivan Capelli 

Rene Arnoux 
Alain Prost 
Andrea de Cesaris 
Philippe Streiff 
Jonathan Palmer 


FASTEST LAPS 


Time Lap 
}m 23.308s 48 
1m 23.4528 48 
{m 23.588s 48 
jm 23.595s 49 
1m 23.6555 48 
im 23.7788 ae 
1m 23.783s 48 
1m 23.8238 45 
4m 24.160s 47 
~ 4m 24.1765 ma 
im 24,2425 13 
{m 24.3708 45 
1m 24.7298 46 
1m 24.7808 46 
1m 24.920s 48 
1m 25.301s 37 
im 25,3198 49 
1m 25.7585 42 
4m 26.1008 28 
{m 26.752s 27 
4m 27.1178 45 
1m 27.456s 22 
1m 31.101s 7 
1m 31.315s 8 
1m 32,972s 13 


OFFICIAL STARTING GRID 


G, BERGER (1m 10.1339) 


(1) Ferrari F187 
M, ALBORETO (1m 10.332s) 
Ferrari F187 Pos 
‘A. SENNA (1m 10.6168), 
(2) MoLaren-Honda MP4/4 1 
A. PROST (1m 10.7368) 
McLaren-Honda MP4/4 2 
M. GUGELMIN (1m 11,748) = 


(9) March-Jugd 881 3 

CAPELLI (1m 12.0088) 
March-Judd 881 i 
N.PIQUET (1m 12.0408) 


(4) Lotus-Honda 100T 5 

A. NANNINI (1m 127378} — 
Benetton-Ford 5186 

D. WARWICK (1m 12.8435) iJ 

(5) Arrows-Megatron Ai0B 1 
5. NAKAJIMA (1m 12.6623) 
Lotus Honda 100T 

N. MANSELL (1m 12.8855) $ 

(6) Williams-Judd FW12 
T. BOUTSEN (1m 12.9605) u 


Benetion-Ford 6188 


E CHEEVER (1m 12.9846) 4 
(7) Arrows-Megatron A108 
‘A, DE CESARIS (1m 13.4388) ull 
Rlal-Ford ARC 01 
A. PATRESE (1m 13.6778) & 
(8) Willams-Juda FW12 
P. STREIFF (1m 14.2608) uw 
AGS JH23 ; 
“J. PALMER (1m 14.4515) 
(9) Tyrrelt-Ford O17 


L SALA (1m 148435) 
Minardi-Ford M18 
P. MARTINI (tm 14.7325) 
(10) Minardi-Ford M188 
S$. MODENA (1m 14,8885) 
Euro Brun-Ford ER183 


‘A. CAFFI (ter 14.9245) 


31 G Tarquin (Colonl FC188), 1mm 17.0285, failed to pass quaittying 


Fates Lay Mags on lap 


RACE CLASSIFICATION AND 


RETIREMENTS AFTER 65 LAPS 


Driver Net Cas aps Time/retirement Speed (mphikin 
Ayrton Senna ssn iese7s 
Nigel Mansell 85 th33m 39.7115 
Alessandro Nannini 8 th34m07.581s 
Mauricio Gugelmin < 65 th34m27.745s 
NeleonPiquel ‘Bra LotusHooga 85 1h34m 37.2028 
DerekWarvick GB ArrowsMlegation Gr 
EidiaCheever USA ArrowsMegalron 64 
RiccardoParese ta WillamsJudd a 
Gerhard Berger Aut Ferrari . o 
Satoru Nakajima Jpn Lots Honda = 
Alex Cat ita Dallara-Ford 4 
Swan Modena, ha EuroBrunford bn 
Yannick Dalmas Cc 
hose e 6 
fa MinardtFord as 
= 


(11) Dallara Bms 168 Fra Ligiersiudd 
P. ALLIOT (1m 14.9925) en 
Lola Las Then aaa 
¥.DALMAS (1m 15.004) len en 
on LRA i ag 2 The Sa 
J BAILEY (1m 18.1958) Wvan Capeti 
Tyrrell-Ford O17 el 
R. ARNOUX (1m 15.3743) 2 Aldin Prosi — 
(19) Ligter 3831 : 
N. LARINE (1m 15.5275) @ _ Sonathan Palmer 
f ; 
Osaila FAIS ‘Started from pit tane a ines 
Dis not viart Se Cenaris 
32 © Larraur (Euro Brun Ford ERI88), 1m 16.0268, failed to quality 5 
@ P Gninzani (Zakspeed 081), Im 18.043, flied to quality Priligpe Stroit 
dohaneson iLigher 1831), 1m 16.110s, failed to quality 
38 & Sornncer (Zebapeed 61), tm 10.010, talied 1 quenty Luis Sala 


8 ‘Soa Minaros ond 


CV joint failure 
Alternator 
Personal decision to retire - 
Engine 
Clutch a 
8 Wing damage/accident 5 
Biart Collision damage aa 
Tek 


By Since I last wrote following 


Brazil we have had our ups 
anddownsbutgenerally my 
eternal optimism is proving 
justified! The ups and 
downs? Wellifwestart with 
the downs first, to get that 
out of the way, there was 
little doubt that the fact that 
neither Tyrrell qualified for 
the Mexican Grand Prix was a total 
disaster for Team Tyrrell. At the other 
end of thescale, a great race in Monaco 
saw me finish in 5th place the week 
beforeMexico, whilst the weekafter, in 
Montreal, I was back in the points with 
a 6th place — can this be some sort of 
record, a non-qualification between 
two points finishes? Tomake my North 
American trip even more successful, the 
American Grand Prix at Detroit, after 
which Iam currently sitting ona plane 
onmy way home, resultedinahard won 
5th place again, so with a total of 5 
Championship points things could cer- 
tainly bea lot worse. 
Butlet’sgobackabitto where weleftoff 
with my last column following Brazil. 
Exciting news on the family frontinthat 
my wife Gillis finally expecting our first 
child. Intheory it’sdueonthe 26 August 
which is the first day of practice at Spa 
for the Belgian Grand Prix, which could 
be a touch inconvenient, but Ken 
Tyrrell has already suggested that if its 
timekeeping is anything like mine it 
certainly won't be around for a good 
week later! Kencouldn tbelieveit 
last year thatI didn’t weara watch, but 
as Isaid, ifeverybody around you wears 
one why bother yourself? Anyway my 
theory rather fell through this year 
when it turned out that my new team- 
mate, Julian Bailey, madea habit of not 
wearinga watch eitherand wespentthe 
first few Grands Prix asking each other 
what the time was! Inthe endI gave up 
and have actually now resurrected a 
watch thatIhadbackin1981! 
Following the Brazilian Grand Prix it 
was clear that our new Tyrrell was not 
as fast out of the box as we had hoped. 
Designer, Brian Lisles, believed that 
perhaps the problem was that our 
weight distribution was too much to 


ee ahd r pal wn 


therearand consequently wetestedan 
extended wheelbase ca Silverstone 
a couple of weeks after Brazil. It cer- 
tainly helped make the car much more 
drivable, even if a rear suspension 
failure at 170 mph through Maggotts 
corner didn’t. Fortunate 
pleting half a dozen or s 
gently nudged the barriers so the con- 


sequences were not too severe. Follow- 
ing this test both Julian's and my car 
were prepared in long wheelbase form 
for Imola, thesecond Grand Prix ofthe 
season. 

Unfortunately, at this fast Italian circuit, 
our chassis modifications hardly 
seemed to make any improvement. 
Practice was wet initially and in the 
tricky, damp conditions in the first 
qualifying session Iseta promising 11th 
fastest time, though Iwas pretty sure the 
track would dry out for the final Satur- 
day qualifying session rendering the 
original times obsolete. That was just 
what happened. Sadly though, during 
the morning I had an electrical failure 


in the car which left me 
stranded on the circuit and 
so went into the afternoon 
qualifying session withaset 
up that was good forthe wet 
but which we soon found 
as pretty awful forthe 


out 
dry. I set a fairly pathetic 
23rd best time and had the 


added embarrassment of 
beingatenth ofasecondslowerthanmy 
new team-mate! 
The San Marino Grand Prix itself was 
pretty uneventful. Once Ihad overtaken 
Julian I spent the whole race gradually 
easing up on the March of Mauricio 
Gugelmin, finally overtaking him 2 laps 
from the end to takea very unstunning 
14th place. Clearly we had some more 
work to do on the Tyrrell to make it 
into a potential points scorer. 
The next Grand Prix was one of my 
favourites — Monaco. My sponsors, 
Camel, wanted the helicopter down at 
Monte Carlo for some VIP transporta- 
tion and I chose to fly it down the 600 
miles or so myself. Julian thought it 
sounded an exciting idea and opted to 
be my passenger, though I don’t think 
he quite realised what he was letting 
himself in for- 
On the way down the weather was 
dreadful, lotsoflowcloudandrainand 
forroughly halfthetrip we were creep- 
ing along at very low altitude trying to 
dodge the weather. We stopped over- 
night half way down but within minutes 
of taking off the next morning, we 
found ourselves inthe cloud andhadto 
land again, and wait for the weather to 
clear. Within an hour we were under- 
way once again but only got about 30 
miles on before the weather closed in 
once again, forcing us to the ground. I 
landed in the middle ofa field, though 
goodness knows whereit was! Oncewe 
got on our way again, we were forced 
to follow the Loire river at low altitude 
in order to be sure to navigate our way 
correctly south. By the time we finally 
arrived at Monte Carlo at 6pm that 
evening, Julian had already crossed a 
helicopter off his shopping list and 
substituted it with a boat — can’t 
imagine why! 


27 


s been one of my 
favourite tracks — I find street circuits 
much more exhilarating to drive onthan 
fast circuits like Silverstone in England. 
When you’ vegot600 orsohorsepower 
in just 500 kilos there is always plenty 
of opportunity for throwing the car 
around and balancing it on lovely 
opposite lock slides gently easing up 
against the barriers — great fun. Quali- 
fying at Monaco was particularly suc- 
cessful with the resultant 10th place 
being a personal best for Formula 1. 
Unfortunately Julian didn’t faretoo well 
onhis first visittothe tricky Principality 
circuitina Formula 1 carand havingset 
the 29th fastesttime was anon-qualifier. 
The race was just as successful for me. I 
madea good start, easing by Cheeyer’s 
Arrows and had a rather fraught time 
into the first corner as Piquet Squeezed 
me against the outside barrier. Fortun- 
ately for me, if not for him, he also 
squeezed his front wings against the 
back tyres of Warwick's car, which 
forced him out of the race. I almost 
surprised myselfin the first few laps by 
hanging onto Warwick quite wellin 9th 
place and even pulling away from 
Boutsen in the Benetton behind before 
any chance of keeping in touch with 
Derek disappeared when Piercarlo 
Ghinzani, inthe Zakspeed, mistookme 

forasimilar black and white Osella and 

blocked measI was tryingtolaphim, By 

thetimelgotby, Warwick wassome 29 


secondsahead andalthoy, hI, 

gapto 14 secondsby the eng Close 
was lost. Anyway both theT, *thecay, 
and I were delighted with well 
pointsfinish of 1988in 5th plac ot fy 
agood weekend, even the wearing 
good for the helicopter trip Thietng 
Back home in England | mag. 
changes to my choice Of road ¢. 4 
previously runa Ford Sierra (oy a ta 
RS500 which even in standarq food 
good for 150 mph orso. Not than 
content with that of course Ya 
recall the name of Steve Sones i 
touring car driver for Ford. in a 
won Bathurst last yearbeforehiscyt! 
thrown out for some mino; ay 


infringement, Anyway, Steve is aver) 
close friend of mine and manage 
Procure some Group A injectors 4 0 
new engine managementsyste™' cae e 
Convert the 225 horsepower machi, 
into a 320 horsepower rocket! q 
that sort of power it would happily § 
Off the clock (170 mph) and woul, 
0-100 mph in 9.7 seconds — quite? 
machine fora Grand Prix driver, dd 
you agree? Anyway the British P° 
didn’t agree and so in the interes 
licence preservation [felt [should 
it for something rather more 40% 
Now enjoy the comfortandciv! St 
ofaFordScorpio4x4, though 1MU5 ee 
its road holding with the four 


22% 
Srsree 


drive system is mighty impressive. 
I was quite looking forward to the 
Mexican Grand Prix. in 19861 was lying 
7th and about to take 6th for my best 
ever position with the Zakspeed before 
itranout of fuel 2 laps fromtheend, and 
in 19871 was 7th withthe Tyrrell. [had 
high hopes of a good result this year. 
How wrong can you be? For some 
reason the highaltitude, fast circuit just 
didn’t get on with the lastest Tyrrell017 


® chassisatallandalthoughI was 23rdon 


the first day of qualifying I was more 
thana little concerned that there wasn’t 
much more to come and that non- 
qualifying was quite a possibility 
Nevertheless it was very sobering when 
justthat happened onthe following day; 
this season 31 cars are trying to qualify 
forthe 26 places oneach Formula | grid 
and on this occasion I was pipped in 
literally the last minute of practice to 
end up 27th withJulian 29th. However 
disappointing it was being pipped 
the last minute, the fact remained that 
our cars clearly were not quick enough 
on the day and that we have consider- 
able work to do on high speed circuits. 
Ireturned with all due hasteto England 
but was home for just a week before 
setting back off across the Atlantic for 
Montreal and the Canadian Grand Prix. 
The Canadians had really worked hard 
on this circuit, building a tremendous 
new pits complex, even if it was pre- 
ceded by a rather too quick and there- 
fore dangerous 150 mph right left 
corner. Fortunately a revision ofourset 
up provedmorecompetitiveand Ilined 
up 19thonthegrid withJulian 23rd. The 
Montreal circuit isactually quite enjoy- 
able to drive on, witha combination of 
very tight hairpins, 3rd gear right left 
corners and a top gear 170 mph bend 
overabrow ofahill—allexciting stuff. 
I felt it on the final warm-up lap for the 
race. Ididn’t remember the floor tothe 
footwellto be that soft — my right heel 
seemed tobe resting onsomething other 
thancarbon fibre floor pan. Dismissing 
it, I lined up to take the green light, 
making a good start and overtaking a 
couple of people immediately. To my 
dismay I discovered that I had some- 
thing rolling around in my footwell 
and was sure I was going to have to pit 
to have it removed. After the race I dis- 
covered that it was part ofa padded leg 
shield that had come loose. Knowing 
thata pitstop wouldeffectively putme 
outoftherace, Ipostponeddoingso lap 
after lap, whilst juggling this object 
around with my heels until eventually, 
after what was one of the most tiring 
races ofmy career, Ifinally tookthe flag 
having worked my way up to 6th place 
by the end — tobe fair, both Alliot and 
De Cesaris stopped on the last lap, 
handing me 6th as opposed to 8th, 
though I felt that was some justice for 


having put up with the frustration of 
the loose panel all race! 

Now I was looking forward to Detroit. 
Another street circuit and one which! 
have gone well on in the past. Things 
didn’tstart offvery wellthoughand that 
ultimately affected our position. Very 
uncharacteristically for Tyrrell, during 
the first practice my race car stopped 
after a few laps for lack of fuel pressure 
and having runbacktojumpinthespare 
car, that too stopped after a virtually 
identical number oflapswhenajointin 
the rear suspension broke, necessitating 
alengthy delay for repair and resetting 
up. With only 25 minutes of practice 
session left, there was little time to 
prepare for the afternoon qualifying. 
Nowbackinmy race carI found the car 
handling reasonably well and posted 
15th fastest time, confident that some 
more work refining the set up the 
following morning would see me up 
in the top 10. During the Saturday 
morning practice session things went 
according to plan and I picked up 2 
seconds from the previous day. 
However to most people’s dismay, the 
soaring temperatures resulted in the 
track losinga lot ofgrip by theafternoon 
and most drivers did not improve on 


their Friday time as a result, me in- 
cluded. My ultimate grid place was 
therefore a disappointing 17th with 
Julian in 23rd place. 

Onrace day priortothe Grand Prix itself 
we have a final practice session, the 
warm-up. During this practice we run 
thecar on fulltanks— often forthefirst 
time—for final race preparation. Afew 
more changes had the car feeling really 
good and I was delighted with my 8th 
fastest time — a personal best — from 
this session. Fortunately tooit wasasign 
of things to come. As the lights went 
green I soon realised that this was a 
pretty bad place to be at the start of a 
Grand Prix onatight circuit like Detroit. 
Itreally wasa huge trafficjamandtomy 
utter disbelief I was only between the 
second and third corners when every- 
body up ahead suddenly slowed to a 

standstill and in the resulting flurry of 

wheel locking my left front wing 
disappeared. lwasnumb with disbelief 

— only two corners complete and my 

race seemed over! 

Ilost a minute in the pits and came out 

as aggressive as I've ever been. I was 

actually taking 7 secondsalapoffthetail 
enders, lapping at similar speeds to 

Boutsen’s 3rd place Benetton. [battled 

away lapafter lap, gradually closingon 

and overtaking successive carsin front, 
including my own team-mate, to be 
placed 9th by 40 of the 67 laps. Then 
struck blow two. I had been having 
some trouble with the throttle running 
on going into corners and eventually 
spun trying to hold on to the brakes to 
reduce the problem. Again I could 
hardly believe it, though fortunately, 
the marshals soon push started me. By 
now it was a real nothing to loose situ- 

ation and I simply drove as hard as I 

could and, to the great satisfaction of 

both myselfand the team, moved upto 
5th place by the flag. 

So there we are, 6 races gone, 5 points 
in the bag, another 10 races to go — 
hopefully enough time for us todevelop 
the Tyrrell to a more competitive car 
on the faster circuits which are now 
coming up. 


The French GP may well 
be deemed the turning 
point of the season, the 
Stage at which Alain Prost 
stopped driving for points, 
and began to exert himself. 


Attthe moment lam happy to stay low 
and score points. Then in the second 
half of the season maybe we'll see...” 
That was Alain Prost speaking immedi- 
ately after his Monaco success, but it 
wasn't quite the middle of the season 
when he demonstrated just what he 
meant at Paul Ricard. 
There was a steeliness unusual in the 
never tried to hide 
of risk taking in qualifying or 


overtaking, Yet in France he dominated 
practice to the chagrin of Senna, who 
had needed just one more fastest time 
to set a new record of seven consecu- 
tive pole positions. 

Starts haven't always been Alain’s forte 
this year, but at Ricard he made no 
mistake as Gerhard Berger edged his 
third-on-the-grid Ferrari ahead of Senna 
for a fraction before the Brazilian reass- 
erted himself. 
And then it began, So far this year the 
racing at the head of the field has 
become boring because of MaLaren’s 
domination, but in Ricard things were 
different. In the opening laps Prost 
eased out a 3.5 second cushion until he 
began to get among the first stragglers 
as early as lap 18, and then Senna’s 
superior — read less cautious — style of 
passing enabled him to close the gap 
dramatically. 

McLaren running one-two was nothing 
new, but the way the two drivers were 
going certainly was. This wasn’t like 
Imola where Prost played catch-up 
after nearly stalling on the line. Nor 
Monaco where he pressured from a 
| long way back, Nor even Mexico, where 
Ayrton had tried to conserve his rubber 
after the pop-off valve spoiled his start. 
Instead it was an honest-to-God battle 
for the lead between the two current 
best drivers. 


On lap 34 Senna, second, came in for his 
stop for fresh Goodyears, Prost was in 
two laps later, but his mechanics were a 
little rusty and he lost three si 
before resuming, now that di 
behind Ayrton. Far from being all over, 
however, the race was just beginning. 
Ten laps before his stop, Senna had felt 
his gearchange going spongy, just as it 
had in Imola. But where it had stabilised 
there, this time it got worse to the point 
where he couldn't be sure of getting the 
right gear. Worse, he daren’t rely on 
engine braking. On the wheel brakes 
alone he began losing precious frac- 
tions, his car now destabilised. ip by 
lap Prost hunted him down. They were 
nose to tail as the partisan crowd went 
wild on lap 53, then on lap 61 came the 
dramatic denouement. 

Nelson Piquet was about to be lapped in 
hi amel Lotus and had been watching 
the approaching Marlboro McLarens 


with a keen eye. “I saw what was going 
on and moved over to make it easy for 
them,” he admitted. Less easy, however, 
were Alex Caffi and Pier Luigi Martini. 
The Dallara driver was fighting back 
after his stop and saw his chance to pass 
Martini as they went into the right-hand 
Bendor corner just after the superfast 
Signes. Senna was right with them at 
that point and thought about a move 
before realising his car was too unstable 
for the braking he'd require at Beausset, 
which follows immediately. Prost, 
meanwhile, having assessed his team- 
mate's difficulties for the past 15 laps, 
simply nailed them all down the inside. 
“I don’t like to take risks where the 
price is high, but here there is no risk,” 
he winked later. 
His manoeuvre was sensational, exactly 
the kind of thing we've come to expect 
from Senna, but wholly out of character 
for the more prudent Frenchman. Yet 
there he was, slicing through into a lead 
he held thereafter. It was his 32nd win 
in 128 Grands Prix, bringing him an 
amazing 25 per cent success record. 
‘Trying to stop those McLaren-Hondas is 
fast becoming as rewarding as trying to 
bale water from the Titanic, and in 
France only Ferrari and Benetton look 
remotely as if they were tackling the 
task with anything other than a teacup. 
The wind of change is certainly howling 
through the corridors at Maranello, and 
now that Harvey Postlethwaite has de- 
parted for Tyrrell John Barnard is in sole 
charge of the engineering side. At 
Ricard the F187s looked respectable as 
Berger slapped in a brilliant q 
lap in the 1m 08s with Senna. Alboreto, 
meanwhile, accepting his 
by Mansell with the quiet dignity you'd 
expect, lined up fourth but chose a 
better race set-up. Berger opted for low 


downforce and stayed with Senna init 
ally before ruining his Goodyears carly 
on as he slid helplessly around, but yet 
gain the Austrian underlined his 
gressive approach with two quick 
spins and third fastest lap, a mere 
hundredth slower than Senna 

On this occasion, however, it was Al 
boreto who maintained the upper hand 
the Italian driving smoothly into third 
place as the last unlapped runner, “My 
car was perfect all day,” he smiled. “It 
handled well, but it just wasn't fast 


enough 

Neither were the  Benettons 
although they again gave a fine account 
of themselves as the best normally 
aspirated machines. After some strong 
testing performances at the venue, the 
Witney team went to Ricard with high 
hopes, but they proved a little too high 
Nevertheless, breaking into the 1m (9s 
in qualifying was a superb performance 
on behalf of Thierry Boutsen and Ales: 
sandro Nannini, who ran the early laps 
in that formation until the Belgian’s 
Cosworth DFR began misfiring and 
then expired in the pit road 
The most matured driver this year 
Sandro then flew the flag, unable to get 
on terms with Piquet but capable of 
holding the gap over Satoru Nakajima as 
the race drew to its close. Lotus had 
made progress, however, as Piquet ran 


Bilstein’s new electronic damping sys 
tem. “It definitely makes the traction 
better in the fast corners,” he admitted 
after qualifying, and that is at an early 
Stage of development. The 100T, how 
ever, was still no match for the similarly 
powered MclLarens, but Nelson was 
edging in on Berger as the MP4/4s came 
up to lap him. 

‘Then second gear broke, lite 
as they had gone by, so [had to s 
fifth Nannini followed him home 
with the B188 understeering more and 
more each time its Goodyears Passed 
their peak, while the bold Nakajima 
could barely stand afterwards as. his 
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in Detroit, the drivers were not 
racing against each other; they 
were competing with a track 
surface which broke up after 
20 minutes. And the Grand Prix 
lastedfor anotherhourandahalf. 
Itwas the last thing Formula 1 
needed. 


ix wins ina row for McLaren; three 
in succ on for Ayrton Senna at 
Detroit; his sixth pole position of the 
season; the 200th pole for Goodyear; 
the third one-two for McLaren. You 
name it, we had every statistic in the 
book. But we didn’thavea motor race 
In Detroit, the drivers were not racing 
against each other; they were com- 
peting with atrack surface whichbroke 
upafter20 minutes. Andthe Grand Prix 
lasted for another hour andahalf. It was 
the last thing Formula 1 needed. 
Detroit — Motown — Racing on the 
stre The imagery is perfect. The 
, however, is something else 
Alain Prost: ‘This track is ridiculous: 
And the problem is that the American 
people judge Gran 
what they see here. 1 
bit of a joke that we verage 
85mph round this circuit when Indy 
cars average over 200mph, And, ina 
way, they're right. Youcan’ta 
the full potential ofa Grand Pri 
and we can’t drive them properly.’ 
Having said that, Prost went out on 
Friday afternoonandsetsecond fastest 
time, ‘Imay notagree with racinghere,’ 
hesaid. ‘ButthatdoesnotmeanI won't 
be trying.’ It was a statement which 
must have caused some despair among 
rivals searching for a chink, no matter 
howsmall, inthe McLarenarmour. And, 
to really rub it in, Ayrton Senna was 
fastest — 1.5 seconds quicker than 
Prost! Anditonly took the Brazilian five 
laps toestablishhistime. Thedoomand 
gloom set in early along the remainder 
of the pit wall 
Saturday morninganditwasmore ofthe 
same during the free practice period; 
Sennaand Prost wentquickerstill. The 
final qualifying hardly seemed worth 
waiting for. Which, in a manner of 
speaking, turned out to be true, par- 
ticularly if a driver didn’t take to the 
track during the first ten minutes. 


Temperatures were nudging the nine 
ties again and this was the first time we 
had experienced two sultry days in 
succession at Detroit. Suddenly, the 
track began tobreak up. Fortunately for 
Ferrari, Gerhard Berger and Michele 
Alboreto went outthe minutethe circuit 
was open and they moved ahead of 
Prost onthe timesheet. Itwasenoughto 
make Senna reach forhis helmetbut, try 
as he might, he could not improve on 
Friday’stime. And neither could Prost 
It was too late. The crumbling asphalt 
meantall grip had left the track surface 
but at least that gave us the sight of 
Ferrari onthe front row forthe firsttime 
since Monaco. Prost, back in fourth 
place, would have his work cut out. 
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Thedramaassociated with conducting 
a Formula 1 car around this circuit had 
made animpression on the drivers and, 
toaman, they were not looking forward 
tothe race. The forecast said it wouldbe 
hotter still and, inbetween, TransAm 
saloons would be churning the surface. 
Overnight, officials laid down quick- 
drying cementandthatseemeddurable 
enough. Too durable, in fact. Inthe race 
morning warm-up, drivers discovered 
that it was tearing at their tyres. Now, 
there was the added complication of 
pit stops for fresh rubber... 
Ayrton Senna’s first priority, however, 
was to reach the first corner before 
Gerhard Berger, Thishe did, despite the 
menacing form of the red car buzzing 
his right shoulder. And, from then on, 
Senna was not troubled by anyone for 
the rest of the afternoon 4 
Prost set to work immediately despite 
allowing the Benetton-Ford of Thierry 
Boutsen to bundle him down to fifth 
placeatthestart. By the end oflap two, 
Prost was fourth; two laps later he was 
third, ahead of Alboreto, anda lapafter 
that, he displaced Berger. Senna was 
already six seconds clear and pulling 
away. Itwas theclosest Prost wouldget 
to his team-mate. 
Berger, meanwhile, was under pressure 
from Alboreto and Boutsen, the Italian 
taking third place onlapseven, Halfway 
round the next lap, Berger pulled off, his 
left-rear tyre punctured —possibly due 
to a nudge from Boutsen’s front wing. 
One way and another, the Benettons 
would cause a certain amount of 
mayhem within the Ferrari team, 
With Berger out of the way, Boutsen 
took third place from Alboreto and, 
almost immediately, Michele was 
having to defend fourth position from 
an attack by Alessandro Nannini’s 
Benetton. Nannini had been experi- 
encing trouble with locking front 
brakes and he was thinking twicebefore 
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attacking the Ferrari. Nonetheless, he 
was keen to get by since his team-mate 
was pulling away and, on lap eight he 
had a look at the inside under braking 
for Turn 10. To Nannini’s surprise 
Alboreto braked earlier than expected 
and, with his locked frontwheels pour- 
ing smoke, Nannini collided with the 
rear of the Ferrari as Alboreto turned 
into the left-hander. 

Alboreto half-spun and it took some 
time to get going again, parked as he 
was on the exit ofa blind corner. After 
makingastopfortyresandaprecaution- 
ary check-over, Alboreto was on his 
y, Storming through the 
field before spinning off for good later 
intherace. Itseemed unjustthat Nannini 
should escape unharmed but, in fact 
theincident had damaged his front sus- 
pension. After 15 laps, he gave up the 
unequal struggle. 

Thisactivity hadallowed the Williams- 
Judd of Nigel Mansell and Riccardo 
Patrese to move into fourth and fifth 
places. Mansell wassurprised tobe there 
since the reactive suspension was still 
proving tobeless than predictableand 
into the bargain, Mansell’s race car had 
brokenits transmission during the final 
warm-up lap. Hitchingarideontheback 
of Cheever’s Arrows, Mansell returned 
tothe pitsandjumped into hissparecar 


hich notso well set up. None- 
theless, a couple of championship 
points seemed to be beckoning at last 
Then a warning light came on and the 
engine died. Patrese lasted for another 
eight laps before coasting to a halt at 
exactly the same spot with an identical 
complaint. All of which meant we had 
some new racers in the top six —albeit 
more thana minute behind the leading 
trio. 
Andrea de Cesarisin the Rial wasbattling 
mightily with the March-Judd of 
Mauricio Gugelmin and the Minardi 
of Pierluigi Martini, the latter driver 
replacing Adrian Campos, who had 
decided to quit Formula 1. 
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Gugelmin’s excellent driy, 
until lap 35 when the e s 
disappointing end for them," 
following the withdray "hy, 
Capelli on Saturday wh 
snagged the beginning of 
as he hurried through the ¢ 
resulting collision throw 
into the pit lane and injuriy 
four officials and mechanjeg 

them seriously. As for ¢ ay sai Nop, 
fracturein the side ofhis|, 
plaster from toe to kne 
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ngin ule 
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hicang 


“fet al 
eft foot n 
€ and the, 


of a spectator for the remainder oftt 
weekend 

Guglemin’s departure elevated Martit 
who had not drivena Formula carl 
more than 18 months, intoanexcellét 
fifth place. Butnotfor long. Thedrivel 
a fairly tedious race came fromJonatit 
Palmer who, at the end of lap one, li 
been in the pits to attend to collisid 
damage. Repairs tothe nose coneotlt 
Tyrrell cost Palmer almosta lapand! 
rejoined dead last, Suitably annojé 
with himself, Palmer set the eight 
fastest lap of the race as he worked 
towards thetops x, findingtim’ 
indulge ina quick spin But themes 
of his performance was the cote 
ation of his energetic pace even 
the track was in a disgusting stale 
the final ten laps or so, Palmer W2 
fastest man on the track and he ad 
unlapped himselfas he overtook 
the leader admittedly applyiné © 
caution ! 
Indeed, both McLaren drivershally 
tocallinto the pits to chang! tye a 
40 lap mark and their main obi 
Was to keep motoring without Nels 
4 mistake — something which? 
Piquethad not managed roach 
reigning World Champion par 
Lotus-Honda against the W4 ve 
racing line was fringed by Bet 
which made overtaking back™ tt 
hazardous business. And Prost i 
additional problem of cop ir ist 
a baulky gearchange. But he 


second, his best-ever result at a circuit 
he detests 
For Senna, it was three in a row at 
Detroitand the championship gap had 
been narrowed from 15 to 12 points 
Boutsen drove faultlessly, did the best 
hecould, and finished third. ‘My car was 
perfect from beginning toend,’ hesaid 
The only thing wrong was that it wasn't 
a McLaren.’ And, as a result of that 
simple fact and a track surface which 
was palpably unsuitable, it was hardly 
amotor race either. & 


1988 USA 3 FASTESTLAPS 
FORMULA ONE Oriver Time Lap 
GRAND PRIX Alain Prost 7 1m 44. 8365 4 
Ayrton Senna 1m 44.992s 8 
Gerhard Berger ~___ 1m45.508s 3 
ThierryBoutsen —_ 1m45.714s 13 
Michele Alboreto | im 45.8785 4 
Nigel Mansell 1m 46.0445 4 
Alessandro Nannini 1m 46.1255 6 
Riccardo Patrese 1m 46.632s 5 
Jonathan Palmer 1m 46.905s 4 
| Derek Warwick 1m 47.030s 5 
Netson Piquet 1m47.137s 4 
Philippe Strait 1m47.3265 5 
LENGTH | AndreadeCesaris 1m47.594s 4 
Eddie Cheever 1m 47.7398 6 
pL Stefano Mo 1m48.2435___ 8 
2.500 miles Ae | Alex Caffi _1m48.951s 8 
Mauricio Gugalmin “1m 49.2245 18 
Pierluigi Martini 1m49.2365 8 
Julian Bailey = 1m 49.3305 Si: 
—- Rene Arnoux 1m49.554s 8 
Oscar Larrauri 1m49.782s 5 
YannickDaimas 1m 49.9465 12 
= Philippe Alliot 1m 50.2235 ‘37 
Stefano Modena 1m50.260s 2 
Nicola Larrini 1m50.703s 7 
Luis Sala 1m51.855s 45 


OFFICIAL STARTING GRID RACE CLASSIFICATION AND 
SENNA, 1m 40 600 RETIREMENTS AFTER 63 LAPS 


MeLaren-HondaMP4/4 (1) BERGER (1m-43.4640) 
Ferrari F1/87/88C 


Pos Driver Nat Car Laps _Timeiretirement_ Speed (mph/km/h) 
Bra__McLaren-Hondac V6 63_ thr54m 56,095s (82.221/132.322) 
McLaren-HondacV6 63 1hr 55m 34.748s (81.762/131. { 


ThiarryBoutsen Bet Benation-Ford V8 62 = 


ALBORETO (1m 41.7003) 
Ferran P1770 


(2) PROST(1m41.0108) 
Metaren-Honda MP4/4 


SOUTSEN (1m 42.8009) 
Benetion-Ford 8188 (3) MANSELL (1m 42.8078) 


Williama-Judd FW12 


NANNINI (1m 49.1473) 


Benation-Ford 8188 (4) PIQUET (1m 43.3148) 
Lotus-Honda 100T 
WARWICK (1m 49.7909) 
‘Arrows Mogatron AYOF 


(5) PATRESE (1m 49.0108) 
Wiiams-Judd FW12 


STREIEE (17m 44.2040) 
AGB Ford. JZ} (@) DECESARIS(Im 44.2168) 
Rab Fard ACY 


GUGELMIN (1m 44.4748) 
Mafchdudd8BY (7) ALLIOT Bim44.5008) 
Lola Ford LC88 


CHEEVER (1m 44.9405) 
‘Arrow Megatron At 


(®) MARTINI(im 43.0480) 
Minard-Ford M108 


PALMER (1m 49.2888) 
Sia FordOV? (i) JOHANSSON im 45.2750) 


LgieeJudd 
MODENA (11m 45.3043) 7 
‘Euro Brun-Ford ER188 (10) ARNOUX (1m45.4378) 
ny Ceriuod IBS = 
"AFF (1m 45.1 
ahaa Ford (11) BAILEY (11m 46.2660) 24 


‘Tyre Ford OV 


Larraur (ten 46,3903) 
Aves (12) DALMAS(1m46.4223) 
Euro Brun Ford BF aa 


Matsa om eee eae 


Old not stat 
” (March-Judd | Jdunng Saturday practice 
3 ieee a 


Ghewany tailed 
a Tegan #186) — tailed | eal 


6 Puncture 


2 £ 
Fastest lap — Prost onlap 4, 1m 44,8368 — 85,848kmp/138.159 kv. 


he left-rear wheel took most 
of the impact but, for a few 
seconds, Warwick did not move. 
It took a while for the rescuers 
to remove him from the car but, 
when he finally emerged, it was 
a relief to find that, apart from 


being extremely sore, he was 
uninjured. 


on’t tell anyone, but we actually 
saw one car pass another forthe lead. It 
was a measure of boredom built into 
the season so far. It was also a sign of 
how competitive the McLaren team 
have been; Prost and Senna running 
near-identical cars and lapping with 
clinical consistency 
But in Montreal, for round five of the 
championship, Ayrton’s car was set-up 
differently to Alain’s, The alterations 
may have been tiny, but they were 
enough to give Senna an edge. And so 
praise be, he overtook his team-mate 
Anthenwentontoclaim hissecond win 
ofthe yearto make it five out of five for 
McLaren. End of story 
Butitdidn'tseemthatsimplebeforethe 
start, In fact, ina moment of rash opti 
mism, we thought we might actually 
havearaceonourhands. Stupid know 
but when the Honda McLaren team 
have, as usual, dominated every quali 
fying session, the temptationistoclutch 
at any passing straw 
On this occasion, Thierry Boutsen 
pushed out a liferaft of hope when he 
set the second fastest time during 
the warm-up on race morning The 
McLarens, third and sixth, were in 
trouble with their fuel consumption! 
Had to be! Without even questioning 
the fact that Prost and Senna are so 
competitive, their carsso efficient that 
they could probably manage to pull 
away and then cruise and save fuel, the 
pitlanclookedtothenormally aspirated 
Benetton-Pord for salvation. 
Yes, Alboreto’s Ferrari had been fastest 
during the warm-up but the Italian held 
little hope of keeping that up and 
making the fuel last over 69 laps of the 
2.728-mile track. This would be the 
longest race ofthe seasonand, with the 
proliferation of second and third gear 
corners calling for hard acceleration 
fuel consumption would be as crucial 
as it had been at Imola. Perhaps more 


so. And, with the Benetton carrying 
65 litres more than the turbos could 
manage with their mandatory 150 litres, 
the Canadian Grand Prix represented 
Benetton’s best chance of scoring a 
win 

Peter Collins, team manager at 
Benetton, wasn't so sure. Much as he 
would have liked to have obliged the 
vast number of people in the pit lane 
keen to see some variety in Formula 
One, Collins was astute enough tostand 
back and view the McLaren-Honda 
package asa race-winning proposition 
Okay, soit wouldseem they havea fuel 
consumption problem, judging by the 
warm-up times,’ hesaid. ‘Butatthe end 
of the day, you have to be realistic and 


remember what they didatimola. They 


beat everyone —byalap. Ithink we're 
looking at third here 

After the putrid air of Mexico City, the 
fresh breeze blowing off the St 
Lawrence Seaway made a delightful 
contrast. After being absent from the 
calendar last year, the Canadian Grand 
Prixreturnedinslightly revised form.A 
battle between rival breweries hadseen 
sponsorship switch from Labatts to 
Molson and the battle between FOCA 
and the organisers for better pits had 
seentheerectionofanewcomplexand 
starv/finish area at the bottom end of 
the circuit 

To accommodate the pits, the circuit 
had been altered slightly and the drivers 
were critical of the resulting locations 
ofthe pitlaneexitandentrance. Worse 
than that, the corner leading onto the pit 
straight was a very fast fourth or fifth 
gear right-left sweep — with barely a 
couple of feet of run-off area before 
a concrete wall waited to trap the 
unwary 

Derek Warwick found out about the 
strength of both the wall and his car 
when he spun off during final practice 
on Saturday afternoon. Moments before 
the Arrows arrived at the corner, 
Philippe Streiff had taken to the grass, 
flicking a fine powder of dust onto the 
racing line. With no warning flags in 
evidence, Warwick found the dirt as 
he arrived flat-out at the corner, the 
Arrows half-spinning before being 
launched by the kerb, almost tipping 
end-over-end before slamming into 
the outside wall — backwards. 

The left-rear wheel took most of the 
impactbut, forafew seconds, Warwick 
did not move. It took a while for the 
rescuers toremove him fromthecarbut, 
when he finally emerged, it wasarelicf 
tofind that, apart frombeing extremely 
sore, he was uninjured. 7 
Practice, of course, had been stopped. 
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but, by then, the McLarens had made it 
clear they would start from the front 
row. Prosthadbeen eased off provision- 
al pole during the closing seconds on 
Friday afternoon and, when they got 
down to business again in the final 
Session, the Frenchman reclaimed the 
place with 30 minutes to go. Five 
minutes laterand Senna tookitback! As 
usual, the rest were nowhere, Gerhard 
Berger doing his best with the Ferrari 
butfinished the day almosta fullsecond 
behind the McLarens. It was anall-too 


familiar story 
Hence the excitement after warm-up 
on race morning. There was also a fair 
amount of excitement at the drivers 
briefing thirty minutes later. Senna 
wanted to know why pole was on the 
rightandnotontheleft, wherehe feltit 
ought tohavebeen, The officialsargued 
that the first corner wasaright-hander 
Senna said that it was only acurve and 
the first proper corner, 30 yards or so 
later, wasaleft-hander. Hew sright, of 
course, but the reason for his concern 
was that the right-hand side of the grid 
was offracing theline, dirty and unsuit- 
able fora clean getaway. 
He was right about that too. On the 
green light, Prost found more grip and 
pulled along: le his team-mate as they 
Swept through the curve and stood on 
thebrakes forthe first corner. Prosttook 
the lead. This would be interesting! 
How would Senna react? 
He calmly sat behind Prost and 
together, they pulled away from Berger 
after a vain attempt by the Ferrari to 
keep in touch for six laps, Then Berger 
began to drop back toa battle between 
Alboreto, Boutsen and the second 
Benetton of Alessandro Nannini. A. good 
serap this, with Alboreto falling behind 
both Benettonsonlap 11. Twolapslater 
and Boutsen and Nanninihadalsoswept 
past Berger, Then this ‘B’ division race 
began to fall apart. 
At the end of lap 15, a water leak on 
mnini’s car soaked the electrics and 
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caused theenginetocuto 
the pits. Acouple of laps | 
would stop atthesames, 
trouble. But that wa 


ULAaS he 
lateran, 


Never more than a sec Ondg 
and Senna were Probing and te. 

each other's defences, On lap f° 
were among the backmarkers ae 
they went by a particularly active j 
group on the approach to the hai lng 
Senna seized his chance, The Mc fie 
drivers satit out Wwheeltowheely., 
braking — and the corner belon, at 
Senna. Prost had no complaints 
“Yes,’ he said later, ‘it was Very faj 

could ha ye blocked him but don’tiy 
todothings that way Hewonthecop, 
and that was it.’ | 
Well, again, not quite Prost was ry 
going to give up that easily althoughty 
gapbetween the two wouldyary asthe 
came across traffic. Senna would ded 
with it decisively the minute hearrived 
Prost would be more cautious bis 
experience showing. The Rap seo 
sawed from 1.2 secondsto5.4 andthe 
down to 3.1. And they never let up. 

Before the start, rivals had talked of 
lapping in the 1m 28sas an economical 
pace. When Prost and Senna began tt 


APart, Pp 


lapinthelow 25s, thepit lanecouldonl 
hope that McLaren had made on 
8revious miscalculation; that 
Would run out on the last lap 

All of this, of course, had pull 
McLaren-Honda 15 seconds of 50 
Of Boutsen. And he was not trou 


ted the 
cle 
pied 


@ppeared, this tin q 
engine on the Ferrari. That left Ne ning 
Piquet in fourth place, the reign 
World Champion swatting offach® 
challenge for most of the rac £0 ing 
AGS of Philippe Streiff. Any HOPE ine 
little French team had of defeatin ut 
Mightof Lotus ended whenstrel!l® 
and damaged his suspension 


§ piquet, in fact, had had a busy after 
noon. Right from the start he had been 
ie 
P - 
Cofj,. liams-Judd. The reactive suspension 
was working more efficiently than it 
had in Mexico — which wasn’t too 
difficult — and Mansell enjoyed the 


nressed by Nigel Mansell in the Wil- 


momenton lap 23 whenhetook Piquet 
under braking forthe hairpin. Atlast,a 


§ place in the points seemed to beckon the 


Englishman Andthen the oillight came 
on. Shortly afterwards the Judd V8 
seized 
That left Jonathan Palmer and Derek 
Warwick to carry British hopes since 
Julian Bailey had been an early retire 
ment, the Tyrrell driver wrecking his 
front suspension after a brush with 
another car at the first corner, Palm 
17thattheendofthe first lap, gradually 
moved uptheleader-boardas others fell 
by the wayside. 
It was a lonely race for Palmer, which 
wasjustas wellsince hespent mostofit 
struggling with part of his leg padding 
which had fallenamong the pedalsand 
was rolling back and forth each time 
he braked and accelerated. Which, at 
Montreal, meant every couple of 
scconds! But, at the end of it, Palmer 
found himselfin sixth place behind the 
March-Judd of Ivan Capelli. 
March, although very pleased to have 
opened their points score for 1988. 
were nevertheless acutely aware that 
theircarstillnecded sortingandthetwo 
points were due to Capelli’s persistence 
more than anything else. And talking 
of persistence, Derek Warwick really 
deservedsome reward forbattling into 
seventh place, each lap seeming endless 
as he struggled with a painful back 
At the front, meanwhile, Prost found 
himself struggling with rising water 
temperatures and fuel consumption 
figures. He decided to turn down the 
boost and, from that point on, Senna’s 
lead was secure. Clearly, this was a 
major hurdle overcome as Senna 
punched the air at the end of the race 
Having crashed at Monaco and then 
been beaten by Prostin Mexico, he had 
restored some of his self-esteem. And 
overtaken the two-times World 
Champion for good measure... 
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1988 CANADIAN z FASTEST LAPS 
FORMULA ONE Driver Thee ie 
GRAND PRIX Ayrton Senna 1m24.973s 53 
Alain Prost 1m25.045s 46 
Thierry Boutsen 1m 26.1938 42 
Philippe Streitt 1m 26.554 4 
Alessandro Nannini 1m26.713s 13 
Gerhard Berger 1m26.947s 6 
Nelson Piquet 1m 27.038s 36 
Philippe Alliot 1m 27.0688 65 
Andrea de Cesaris 1m27.2248 28 
Nigel Mansell 1m 27.275s 25 
Michele Alboreto 1m27.282s 5 
Luis Sala 1m27.316s 54 
LENGTH Stefan Modena 1m27.549s 65 
4.41km Ivan Capelli 1m27.614s 61 
2.74 miles Jonathan Palmer 1m 28.108s 43 
a Riccardo Patrese 1m 28.1758 27 
Gabriele Tarquini 1m28.206s 50 
Derek Warwick 1m 28.2348 47 
Rene Arnoux 1m28.586s 26 
Mauricio Gugelmin 1m28.750s 49 
‘Stefan Johansson 1m 28.850s 24 
Eddie Cheever 4m29.115s 11 
Piercarlo Ghinzani 1m 29.2028 49 
Satoru Nakajima 1m29.317s 30 
Oscar Larrauri 1m30.049s 5 
Le) 


OFFICIAL STARTING GRID RACE CLASSIFICATION AND 
SENNA(Im21.6815) RETIREMENTS AFTER 69 LAPS 
ROST (1m 21.8638) (1) McLaren-Honda MP4/4 
wclarenonaeees, Pos Driver car Laps Timalretiement Speed (mphvkmn/h) 
ALBORETO(Im23.2966) (2 bei 1 Ayrton Senna ‘MoLaren-HondacV6 —69._—Thr 39m 46,6188 (113.189/113.072) 
Forrari F187 2 _AlainProst McLarenHondavcV6 69 _ thr 39m 52.5525 (113.072/181.972) 
[NANNINI (1m 23, 112.220/180,601) 
PrQUETIman.%5e) () Pdred ord 3__ Thierry Boutson Benetton FordV8 69 thr40m98.027s (1 80. 
‘etusonda 4 Nelson Piquet LotusHondavcV6 68 
DOUTREN (1m 4.1160) 5_NanCapeilt MarchJudd V8 68 
8188 
CHEEVER (1m 24.6795) (4) Benetton-Ford | - rz = 
(im 24.n4aa) 7_Derek Warwick ued 67 
STREIFE(im24.968) (4) FWi2 7 2 - = 
9 Andreade Cesaris RiahFord V8 66 _Outoffuet 


PATRESE (1m 
DE CESARIS (1m 24-8080) @ VikonesusdPN 
RllalFord M1 


a 
oF NAKAIMA (128.3738) 


CAPELLI (1m 25,6008 


B\f |e \s\s 


weoshaRies 


WARWICK (11m: Ler | ®) 
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mn 26.7088) 
eo 
oneonunnsy » Od 


‘ARNOUX (1m 29,5873) 1 yuma 
GHINZANL 1m 28.7R0) i) stedteceian 
cman 09 RRHat 


comaaanng «0 RSET 


| —__uiian Bailey ma 0 Accident 
Fastestlap: Sonna, on lap §3, 1m 24.9736, 115.567/18S 988 kmvh (record for revised circuit), 
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SAN MARINO 


TheGrandPrixof: SanMarinoisnotheld 
inthetiny country of San Marino which 
sits on the side of a hill but at the Dino 
Ferrari track located onthe outskirtsof 
the town of Imola. It's a mere 55 kilo- 
metres from Modena, the home of 
Ferrari. 

It’s appropriate that the Italians have 
twoGrand Prixevents. ‘There'salotof 
interest in racing in Italy,’ Eddie 
Cheever said. ‘It’s like the Indy 500 all 
year round.’ 

Tenofthe drivers onthe entry list of31 
are Italian. France has the next highest 
number of entrants with five drivers 
followed by Great Britain with four. 
Three of the drivers come from Brazil 
andtwo from Spain, whileJapan, West 
Germany, the USA, Belgium, Sweden. 

Austriaand Argentinacaneach layclaim 
to one Grand Prix shoe. 


Alboreto wasn't the only Italian drive; 

under pressure. All the Italian atten 
andteamscomeunderintensescrutiny 
here, What about USF&G Arrows pilot 
Eddie Cheever who was born in 
Phoenixbuthasspent much ofhislifein 
Italy? The Italians like to claim him as 
one of their own — an Italian racing 
guide listed Cheever's nationality as 
“USA but he lives in Italy.’ 

But Cheever is an American driver, ‘| 
have the most pressure in Detroit,’ he 
says. ‘To the people (in Detroit) Iam 


On Saturday nightthe fans —knownas 
the tifosi—filled the grandstands across 
fromthe Ferrari garages. From there, as 
the mechanics worked, they cheered 
and chanted their support for the 
Prancing Horse team. 


The Dino Ferrari Autodromo has high 
speed turns. But five times on each lap 
thedriversmustbrakeand shift from top 
gear downtosecond. Allthismakes for 
high fuel consumption, and in the past 
wehaveseen many adriverrunhistanks 
dry. After the race Ayrton Senna and 
Alain Prost both said that they had no 
major fuel problems with their 
McLarens, while Nelson Piquetsaid his 
Lotus Was nearly empty. An Italian 
journalist with acontactin the post race 
inspection compound, was told that 
bothMcLarens weredry, andthe Lotus 
left. wonder who 


hadfourlitres offuell 
was telling the truth, 


Naturally, as both Italian a, 

i fi ind 
driver, Michele Alboreto was ta 
by fans and the press al] weekend, | 
always more difficult in Italy, “Abo 
said. ‘It’s ext: < it’s 

pe. ta work, butit SPartof, 


‘Italy, beautiful Italy,’ Piercarlo Gh 
zani said as he threw his arms upatth 
leaden sky. Rain on Friday meant 
miserable time for all. And the Breas 
track meant accidents. Andread 
Cesaris destroyed his Rial after losis 
control, while Nigel Mansell’s Willian 
tangled with Oscar Larrauri’s But 
Brun. 5 


Chat | 


On Saturday Eddie Cheever frighten?! 
some photographers (and wiped oUt! 
few oftheir cameras which they had 
Sittingabout) when he went offthet™ 
in his Arrows. 

Alain Prost’s McLaren was pushed! 
the guardrail by Rene Arnoux’s ig 
Arnoux jus didn tbothertolookily 
mMirrors, as usual,’ said Prost. ‘Teams 
inside him at the second geat hl 
Hejustdroveintomeand push 

the road. It was unbelievable!’ 
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Noone washurtin theaccidents dan 
Practice. Two other drivers Wo pet! 
to escape injury during high § 
Crashes during testing. Aytt0? 
Crashed his McLaren at Monza-4 
qingstrue pierced themonocog™® 
‘aged it beyond repair. 
t Silverstone fonatean palmet 
thankful to walk away after thes! 4 
Sion broke on his Tyrrell and sem! 
Spinning off at 270km/h- 


A ee a 


 ,, 


Palmer was testing his Tyrrell in an 
effort to improve the diabolical 
handling of the new 017 chassis. Heand 
team-mate Julian Bailey both com- 
plained about the car in Brazil. Since 
then the car’s wheelbase has been 
lengthened from 106 to 114 inches by 
addingaspacerbetweentheengineand 
thegearbox. Thathelped, and Bailey did 
manage to qualify here. But the saga of 
theill-handling Tyrrell has yetto reach 
ahappy end. 


Allsorts of ex-Formula 1 drivers could 
be found in the paddock here in Imola 
including Keke Rosberg, Clay Regga- 
zoni, David Hobbs, James Hunt, Marc 
Surer (who all now do television com- 
mentary), Arrows boss Jackie Oliver, 
Innes Ireland, Rupert Keegen, Huub 
Rothengatter and Arturo Merzario. 


People are still wondering about the 
slow pacelapandabortedstartin Brazil. 
Did Ayrton Senna’s gear shift break 
seconds before thestart, as he claimed, 
or did it break earlier and force him to 
creep around the track in first gear. Or 
perhaps he purposely went slow in 
order to cause the cars behind him to 
overheat. The only one who really 
knowsis Senna, and willhe ever reveal 


- all? His friend, Mauricio Gugelmin 


apparently said to Senna, “You deliber- 
ately drove slow so that we would all 
overheat.’ To which Sennasupposedly 
retorted, ‘Right, and it’s going to 
happen 15 more times this year.’ 


Everyone was saying that the only way 
tobeat the McLarens would beif Senna 
and Prost raced each other and ran out 
offuel. Team Director Ron Dennissaid 
that there would be no team orders on 
race day. ‘During practice we expect the 
drivers to drive for the team,’ Dennis 
said. ‘Buton Sunday weexpect them to 
drive for themselves. That motivation 
and desireto winissomething we pay 4 
lot of money for. If they do push each 
other (and run out of fuel), then there 


The Larrouse Calmels Lola team made 
their debut here one yearago. Disputes 
between them and their Lola factory 
engineer have recently led to personnel 
changes. Lolaengineer Ralph Belamy is 
nolongerin charge of the Formula One 
effort. Lola chiefEric Broadly hastaken 
over the responsibility of the Formula 1 
program, and he has appointed Chris 
Murphy tolookafterthe manufacturing 
and development of parts at Lola. 


FISA issued a press release stating thata 
‘permanent federal commission has 
been created by the Japanese manu- 
facturers, composed of Toyota, Nissan, 
Mazda, Mitsubishi, Honda, Subaru, 
Isuzu, Suzuki and Daihatsu.’ The release 
said that five Japanese manufacturers 
are planning to build Formula I motors. 
Lamborghini recently unveiled their 
V12 Formula 1 engine. The motor 
should be ready for testing in Septem- 
ber, and it will be used by the March, 
Lola and Dallara teams, March is cur- 
rently having great success with the 
Judd Motor, and when one talks to the 
March personnel yougettheimpression 
thattheyarenotvery thrilledabout the 
Lamborghini. 

The Zakspeed team have been running 
their ownturbomotorseversince they 
entered Grand Prix competitionin early 
1985. Butthey will not be building their 
own normally aspirated engine after 
turbos are banned in 1988. They have 
already placed orders for Ford 
Cosworths. 

Heini Mader, wholooksaferthe Arrows 
Megatron motorsand rebuilds many of 
the Ford Cosworth DFVs: currently used 
in Formula 1, isbuildinga V12normally 
aspirated engine. Itwill probably endup 
at the Arrows team in 1988. 

Engine builder Guy Negre was visiting 
inthe AGSpitsat Imola. His MGNengine 
shouldbeready forthe AGsteamtotest 


in late June. 


Alain Prost’s second place in San Marino 
gave him enough points to earn the all 
time record. He now has 421.5 points, 
compared to Niki Lauda with 420.5, 
Nelson Piquet with 389 and Jackie 
Stewart with 360. 

Prost set the fastest lap during the race 

and moved into third in the fastest race 
lap record books. Jim Clark set the 

most fast laps with 28, heis followedby 

Niki Lauda — 25, Juan Manuel Fangio 

and Nelson Piquet — 23 each, Prost — 

21 and Stirling Moss — 20. 


The San Marino Grand Prix marked the 
first time in 17 races that Nigel Mansell 
had not started from the front row. 
Mansell said that his Williams didn’t 
haveany real problemsandjokedabout 
breaking his record sting and starting 
way backin 1 Ithspot, ‘Ithadtohappen 
some day. At least I will get a different 
view of the start!” 


FISA has announced a Jim Clark Mem- 
orial prize of 50,000 British pounds. 
The winner will be the driver ‘who 
shows the greatest talent, sporting 
value, courtesy and fair play tothe other 
drivers and officials of the champion- 
ship.” 


The San Domenico Restaurant located 
in Imola is one of the best in the world. 
FISA president JM Balestre invitedall the 
Formula One entrants to ‘a friendly 
dinner’ at said restaurant. How many 
peopleshowed up? And wouldanyone 
like toguess what the bill (includingthe 
tip, of course) came to? 


could be team orders in the future. 


1 had more understeer than 
in qualifying and my fronts wore 
quickly. | tried to compensate for 
this but eventually my rears 
blistered as well and | thought 
that maybe | would have to stop 
and change tyres. That’s when 
Berger began to catch me...” 


ok fully appreciate the Mexican 
Grand Prix, you needed a stop-watch 
Without one, this race was the biggest 
bore since 1984 when McLaren Inter- 
national won 12 oftheseason’s 16races 


S On paper, Alain Prost led from start to 


finish with his team-mate AyrtonSenna 
finishing second. The Ferraris were 
third and fourth and the Arrows team 
completed the top six once the Lotus- 
Hondas of Nelson Piquet and Satoru 
Nakajima had retired. 

In fact, this was a significant win for 
Alain Prost. Not only did he extend his 
leadinthe championship, healsomade 
it clear to Senna that he would be no 
push-over. The stop-watch told you 
that 

You could say that the race was de- 
cided within ten seconds of the start 

The McLaren drivers were so closely 
matched that whoever took the lead 
was likely to stay there — barring, of 
course, amechanical failure ora driver 
error. In Mexico, Alain Prost made the 
perfect start while Ayrton Senna lost 
vital ground when the pop-offvalveon 
his Honda engine opened unexpectedly 
as he reached maximum revs in 
gear. By the time Senna had retri ved 
second place from Piquetat the end of 
the first lap, Prost was nearly two 
secondsahead. We waited with interest 
to see what would happen next 

Senna was the quicker of the two ona 
lap-for-lap basis; Prost was the master 
tactician Senna desperately needed to 
wininordertoclosethe championship 
gap on the Frenchman; Prost could 
make do withsecond place—butthere 
Was a psychological point or two to be 
made here. It would be good if, at this 
stage in the season, Prost could show 
Senna that he was far from the easy- 
goingtwo-times World Champion who 
Might not be that interested in picking 
Up a third title if the going got tough 

Prostwaskeentodemonstratejust Why 


he had won those championships in 
the first place 

The pace of the McLarens was remark- 
able. Within 10 lapsthey were working 
their way through theback-markersand 
Nigel Mansell, the dominant force in 
Mexicolast year, suffered theignominy 
of being lapped as he struggled along 
with the Williamsat the back ofthe field. 

Prost was maintaining a five-secondgap 
while Gerhard Berger, driving with his 
usual exhuberance, was hanging on in 
third place some eight seconds behind 

Piquet was fourth and under constant 
threat from Michele Alboreto’s Ferrari 

It was not until just after half-distance 
that things began to liven up. 

Berger set fastest lap on lap 31 and, 


almost immediately, Prost improved 
uponit. He went quicker still on lap 34 
and, twolapslater, Sennaset the fastest 
lap of the race. It was the only time he 
woulddoso. Thegap between them was 
6.9seconds but, as the McLarens work- 
ed their way through the battling 
Arrows drivers, Prosteased outanother 
few tenths ofa second. 

That's not to say Senna was being un- 
necessarily tardy. On the contrary, he 
was perhaps taking more risks than 
Prost when it came to passing back- 
markers, such was his determination 
to keep Alain in sight. Ayrton’s more 
immediate problem was understeer. 
‘Thad more understeer than in qualify- 
ing and my fronts wore quickly. I tried 
to compensate for this but eventually 
my rears blistered as well and [thought 
that maybe I would have to stop and 
change tyres. That's when Bergerbegan 
tocatch me...’ 

Yes, atone point, we looked as though 
we might have a race on our hands. 
Berger had closed to within three 
seconds oftheMcLarenbuthe wouldget 
no further, With the increase in rubber 
on the track (it had been washed clean 
by overnight rain), Senna was able to 
preserve his tyres and he began to pull 
away from the Ferrari by a couple of 
tenths ofalap. And, with Prostkeeping 
Senna at arm's length, the only re- 
maining interest was the battlebetween_ 
Piquetand Alboreto for fourth, plusthe 
internecine struggle at Arrows over 
sixth place. At one stage, Alboreto was 
a mere car’s length behing the World 
Champion but matters were resolved 
when the Lotus-Honda blew up to end 
Piquet's most aggressive drive to date 
this year. 

It was another disappointing race for 
Lotus since Nakajima, pounding along 
inacomfortablesixth place, hadalready 
been sidelined with a similar problem, 
Odd how Lotus should be so afflicted 
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while the McLarens, being driven just 
as hard, scarcely missed a beat. It was 
athought which occurred to the Lotus 
team as they packed up early for the 
second race in succession. 

Warwick and Cheever were now dis- 
puting fifth place and the Arrows team 
looked on with growing concern as 
their drivers flashed past the pitsinches 
apart. Either they would come away 
witha ul clutch of points or Eddie 
and Derek would be walking back to 
the pits — not necessarily arm in arm 


There wasa matter of personal honour 
here. Cheeverhad been quicker during 
practice and he led Warwick until a 
slower car gotin his way. Derek seized 
his chance and, judging by Eddie's 
energetic driving, he waskeentoregain 
his place. Warwick would have none 
ofit. Ononeoccasionthey weresideby 
side, running so close that they briefly 
touched wheels. But there were not 
angry scenes afterwards. Both drivers 
agreed thatithadbeenacleanfightand, 
forthe third timein four races, Warwick 
scored championship points, 
Leading the normally aspirated class, 
Alessandro Nanninihadhungon tothe 
Arrows duo until he began to experi- 
ence painsinhisrightfoot. Forthe final 
20 laps he was in agony but hungonto 
finish seventh, ahead ofhis team-mate. 
It had been another disappointing 
weekend for Thierry Boutsen, a mys- 
terious handling problem relegating 
the Belgian to what amounted to a 
supporting role, 
Butatleastboth Benettonshad finished, 
For Williams, the weekend had been 
a total disaster, a sharp contrast to 
their domination of this race last year. 
During practice, the hydraulic Suspen- 
sion had proved no match for the 
uneven surface which characterises 
the Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez, 
Each time Manselland Patrese barrelled 
onto the banked curve leading onto 
pit straight, the Williams would buck 
and bounce alarmingly, the drjvers 
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mere passengers. 
Mansell and Patrese 4ppeareg 
coping during thera €, albeitin th, ‘OF 
half of the field, but when Mansel 
overtaken by a Minardi, it was ot 
the problem was not confined 
inadequacies of the Suspension Ot 
agoodstart,’ saidMa 
the car wasn't ie 
but then it was as though someone 
flickedaswitch, Theenginejustste® 
to lose power. I went Slower q 
slower, so I decided to stop befon 
blew up.’ That made it two Willi 
drivers in the pits, Patrese hayj 
stopped with an identical Problem, 
few laps before. ‘a 
Backtothe stop-watch. Onlap 38, Pro, 
went round in 1m 19.818s, his fastes 
to date. Senna responded — put ite 
‘only’ 1m 19.893s. Four laps later an, 
Prost wasdownto lm 19.352s. Senny 
1m 19.432s. And so it went on, Big 
time Pro: etthe fastest lap of therac 
Senna’s response was always a shad 
lower. That way, Prost gradually ease, 
ahead, Senna recovering ground wil} 
audacious moves in traffic. 
In the end, Prost won by a little oye 
seven seconds, the Frenchman having 
lapped the entire field, save for Senn 
and Berger. ‘Pyschologically, this wa 
an important win for me,’ said Prog 


Ns 
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afterwards. You can read from thit 
rk that Alain wanted to make! 
clear that he was not about to be UP 
Staged by his team-mate. There Wo 

those who had begun to see ayrtal 
Senna as the new King of Formula 
Alain Prost had just proved that hew# 
Not about to abdicate without a figh> 


THE REST 

LOTUS J 
Further revisions to suspension ig 
trated the team’s determination !© is 
on terms with McLaren and ret 
After Monaco, Piquet and Nakajie 
Seemed moreathome onthe fastCuy 
both drivers qualifying and running 


the top six until sidelined by engine 
failures 


TYRRELL 

Failed to qualify both cars; anew low for 
the British team. The main problem 
related onceagainto handling andalack 
of grip. Bailey had several spins and 
crashed without injury while attempt- 
ing to geta tow fromanother car during 
final qualifying. Palmer wasin the race, 
albeit in 26th and last place, until the 
very last minute of practice when he 
was bumped off the grid 


WILLIAMS 

Mansell had a headache in more ways 
than one on Friday morning when the 
reactive suspension suddenly collapsed 
at high speed and dumped one corner 
of the car onto the track. The nervous, 
unpredictable handling prompted 
Mansell to declare that it was the worst 
car he had ever driven. Certainly, 14th 
was worst grid position in more 
than two years. Both drivers retired 
with engines which appeared to be on 
the point of seizure 


ZAKSPEED 

Schneider qualified for his first Grand 
Prix and ran strongly in the midfield 
untilhis engine overheated and cut out 

Ghinzani’s engine failed completely 
during practice on Friday and contri- 
buted to 27th place on the time sheet. 
Managed to qualify on Saturday but a 
lengthy pit stop to replace damaged 
nose wings (caused b) spin) meant a 
steady finish at the back of the field. 


AGS 

Streiff found difficulty making the car 
handle, Long pit stop to change black 
boxand eventually finished 12th, four 
laps behind the leader. 


MARCH 

One of the best handling cars through 
the banked 180 degree curve but the 
usual run of problems afflicted both 
drivers during practice and the race. 
Gugelmin stopped when the battery 
short-circuited against the seat-belt 
mounting while Capelli lost four laps 
when the gearbox jammed — but set 
the fastest ‘normally aspirated’ lap of 
the race once he got going again. 


ARROWS 

Excellent reliability once more even if 
the Megatron did nothave the powerto 
match the Honda and Ferrari turbos. 
Warwick and Cheever, engaging in 
hectic dispute over fifth place, provided 
Some of the best entertainment in an 
Otherwise processional race. 


BENETTON 

Ace setters in the non-turbo division 
with Nannini once again the quicker of 
the two. Boutsen bedevilled by hand- 
ling problems in practice and the race 
while Nannini took a brave seventh 
despite suffering excruciating pain from 
trapped nerves in the sole of his right 
foot. 


OSELLA 

A combination of poor throttle re- 
sponse and an electrical failure meant 
Larini did not qualify 


RIAL ; 
Apart froma collision with another car 


on Friday, de Cesaris had a relat ely 
uneventful weekend. Chased Boutsen’s 
Benetton before retiring with clutch 
failure. 


MINARDI 

Campos failed to qualify but Sala, after 
stalling on the grid, did well to haul 
himself into 11th place at the end. 


LIGIER ; 
Hurried plans to modify last year's car 
gave some indication of the hopeless 
state of the current JS31. Arnoux and 


Johansson struggled onto the grid, the 
Frenchman giving his usual spirited 
performance until losing his rear wing 
when struck from behind by Caffi’s 
Dallara. Johansson did his best and 
managed to strugglehomein 10thplace. 


FERRARI 

Revisions to the engine helpedtoreduce 
the power deficit on Honda and gave 
hope that there might be a race! In the 
event, Berger was cight-tenths of a 
second a lap off the McLaren-Honda 


pace but that did not preventhim from 
pushing Sennaat onestage before easing 
off with ill-founded worries about fuel 
consumption. 


LOLA 

Alliot survived an enormous shunt 
during final qualifying on Saturday. Just 
as miraculous as his escape was the fact 
that the chassis was undamaged and 
Alliot was actually sitting in it in time 
for the warm-up on race day morning, 
Completed one lap of the race before 
withdrawing. A cracked upright was 
citedasthe reason. After electrical prob- 
lems during practice, Dalmas moved 
through the field to finish ninth. 
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MEX: 
1965 MEXICAM FASTEST LAPS 
RMULA ON! 
FO E Driver a = 
GRAND PRIX Alain Prost im 18.6085 52 
—— 
Ayrton Senna 1m 18.776s 53 
Nelson Piquet 1m 20.1248 52 
Gerhard Berger 1m20.160s 37 
Michele Alboreto 1m 20.186s 57 
Eddie Cheever 1m 21.056s §2 
Derek Warwick im21.068s 51 
COEONI Ivan Capelli 1m22.375s 45 
Lucky to make the race. Originally Satoru Nakajima 1 DA 
missed the cut during prequalifying aaa = : ae zi 
on Friday morning when his engine = SCE im22.4836 57 
lost power. Only Modena’s subsequent Philippe Streiff 1m22.703s 58 
exclusion (see below) allowed Tarquini Thierry Boutsen 1m 22.822s 50 
to qualify in 21st place andrunsteadily LanaTH Andrea de Cesaris 1m23.118s 50 
in the race 4.421 km Yannick Dalmas 1m23.409s 58 
EUROBRUN 2.747 miles Stefan Johansson 1m23.553s 49 
I Luis Sala 1m 24,; 
Modena excluded when the dimensions Piercarlo Ghin; ae sate i 
ofhisrear wing were foundtobeillegal inzani m24, 
A difficult weekend for Larrauri, his car Bernd eeaineldet 1m24.704s 16 
handling poorly and the Argentine Oscar Larrauri 1m25.057s 34 
driver getting into hot water for Gabriele Tarquini 1m25.072s 60 
blocking faster drivers as he struggled Mauricio Gugelmin 1m 25.246s 8 
along at the back of the field. Riccardo Patrese 1m25.697s 16 
Nigel Mansell 1m 26.061s 18 
DALLARA 
z 1 
Scrambled into the race in the final =e mae : 
minute of qualifying and drove into poles rar 
Arnoux when the brake pedal went to 
the floor early in the race. 
: OFFICIAL STARTING GRID RACE CLASSIFICATION AND 
ASENNA(1m 17.4885) RETIREMENTS AFTER 67 LAPS 
APROST (1m 18.0978) (1) McLaren-Honda MP4/é 
DRIVERS’ merarer conga Mee Pos Driver Nat_Car Laps Tima/ratrement Speed mph/krvh) 
WORLD NPIQUET(1m 18.9468) (2) eeneieiese 1 Alain Prost Fra__MoLaren-Honda 67 1h90m15.737s (122.346/196.08) 
Lollus-Honda 100" 2 AyrlonSenna Bra McLaren-Honda 67 _1h30m22.841s(122.186/196.640) 
CHAMPIONSHIP SNAKAJIMA(1m 20.2758) () MeanPere ieee 3 _GethardBerger Aut Ferrari 67 _ the 31m 13.051s(121.065/194.836) 
is me Toll pote ere to9) 4 Michele Alborato lta Ferrari 66 
ver : ECHEEVER(1m 20.4518) 
1 Alain Prost 3 ANANNINI(1m 20.7408) (4) Arrows-Megatron A10B 5 _DerekWarwick GB __Arrows-Megatron 66 
rT Reretoeord sae 6 EddieCheever USA _Arrows-Megatron 6 
Z Gerhard Berger 2 DWARWICK (1m20.775s) 
3 Ayrton Senna 1 ICAPELLI(Im21 9529) (9) ArowsMegeron A108 7 Alessandro Nannini ita Benetion-Ford 65 
jar 
4 Michele Alboreto # ee Oe @_TheryBoutson Bel _Bonotion Ford a 
5= Nelson Piquet = ADECESARIS(Imz22459) (6) BonotonFortee 9 YennickDaimas Fra _LolaFord a“ 
5= Derek Warwick : lacey 3 a 10 StofanJohansson Swe _Liglerudd 83 > 
7 (1m 22. 
7 Thierry Boutsen Z NMANSELL(1m22.9838) (baPora Lee 41 LulsSala ‘Spa_ Minardi-Ford 63 
8 Jonathan Palmer Williame-Judd FW ‘a Pigs ckon ts ABS Rar im 
a= Alessandro Nannini i @ SCHNEIDER (1m 22.6428) an ee 
9 Eddie Cheever 1 MGUGLEMIN (imz2.e0ts) | (@) Zakspeed 881 13 Oscarlarrauri Ita _Osella-Alfal 
q——____ adie Cheevel aaa wens Gabriele Tarquini Colon-Ford 62 
9= Riccardo Patrese 4 RIPATRESE (1m22.9725) Ms i in 
9= ii D PGHINZANI(1m 28.0788) @) Wiliams Juda PW 12 45 PlercarioGhinzani ita Zakspeed 6 
Satoru Nakajima ‘Zakspeed 881 MarchJudd 
16 _IvanCapell ta 61 
PSTREIFF (1m23.1918) 
7 RARNOUN Cina ae) (10) AGS-Ford NelsonPiquet _Bra_Lotus-Honda 58 Engine 
‘ 
__ CONSTRUCTORS a ranaunacimgs 09 ‘AndreadeCesaris ita RiabFord 52 = 
23,8068) (11) Coloni-Ford Satoru Jpn Lotus-Honda a 
WORLD TORN cee ‘Nakajima 
—___ 4 VA? ee ‘uninene NigelMansell GB Wiliams-Judd 20 Engine 
CHAMPIONSHIP SJOHANSSON (123.7218) (12) OStrarordF88 BemdSchneider Ger Zakspeed 16 Engine 
‘LiglersJudd ss} 
Pos Te Told! L'SALA(1m23.8578) RiccardoPatrese _Ita_Williams-Judd 16 Engine 
ze __Team__— ef OLARRAURI(Im24 0329) (19) Cid ReneAmoux Fra _Liglersludd 48. Accidentwith Cat 
0 
*Started trom backot grid ‘NoxCatf ta Daltara-Ford 13. _AccidentYorakes 
Did not start: fale Mauricio Gugelmin Bra MarchJudd 10_ Electrical shorvcireuit 
vm 390s — tated to gual — a «Ea 
AT Niane Correos PAN, 1m ea dds taedt@ quay Philippe Alot ___Fra_Lola-Ford 1__Withdrew 


Fastest ap: Prost, on lap 52, 1m 18.6088, 125,807mph/202.488kmV/h (record). 


4—J Bailey: ord 017), 11 25,2318 — failed 
Bo Acanpes na rnd 26 ses Taleo qual. 


33— S Modena (Euro Brun-Ford ER188) — car did 


Williams 


57 


M ike ashort list of drivers destined 


to win a Grand Prix, and the name 
Thierry Boutsen will undoubtedly be 
onit 
After his finaland very dismal year with 
Arrowsin 1986, itlookedasifBoutsen’s 
name would soon be struck from the 
destined to win’ list. In 1987 hejoined 
the Benetton team, surely the ride 
which would bring him victory 
But the Benetton team spent much of 
the yearon the ‘fast but unreliable’ list 
At the end of 1987 the Benetton Ford 
turbo was finally becoming reliable 
Boutsen began to finish in the points. 
Then 1988 brought another chan, 
the decision to switch to an interim 
programme with the normally aspirated 
Ford DFR for the 1988 season 
Would Boutsen have preferred thatthe 
Benetton team had continued with their 
turbo programme for the final year of 
the old regulations before turbos are to 
be banned? 
Idon’t think so,’ he says, ‘because the 
package we have atthe momentis very 
competitive. We have a very good 
chassis and a fantastic team 
Anormally aspirated carcan winarace 
this year. In fact, more than one. I'm 
happy with the decision made by Ford 
toputinthe normally aspiratedengine.’ 
We were in Imola, sitting in the Benet 
ton hospitality unit on a rainy Friday 
afternoon, The first day of practice for 
the San Marino Grand Prix was over. At 
that point of the season the McLarens 
had won one race and looked strong, 
butno one yet knew that the McLarens 
Were going to crush every car in every 
race. So, at the time, Boutsen and 
Benetton were very optimistic 
Montrealand Detroit were the tworaces 
where the normally aspirated cars 
should have had a chance of winning 
The Gilles Villeneuve circuit sucks fuel 
and the turbos would have to runslower 
tomake the distance ontheir 150 litres 
And the normally aspirated car should 
have hadan advantage on Detroit's tight 
Streets 
Everything went exactly to plan at the 
‘wo North American races. Except for 
the McLarens. Boutsen finished third 
He could have, should have, wontwice 
But neither he nor anyone else could 
‘Onan McLarens Pee 
knes had passed the two a a oe 
ihe thatitw ouldbeimpossible tobeat 
icLarens,’ Boutsensaidin€ anada 


‘Lran at my own pace.’ The same thing 
happened in Detroit. Boutsen quickly 
disposed of the two Ferraris and then 
raced at his own pace. “The only prob 
lem I had was that I didn’t have a 
McLaren!’ he joked later. 

Obviously Boutsen (and any other 
driver in the world) would like to have 
aMcLaren, But, next to that, the Benet 
ton team, easily the best normally 
aspirated team of the 1988 season, is 
nota bad place to be 

Think about it — team manager Peter 
Collins, the official Ford engines 
hooked toRory Byrne'ssuperb chassis, 
sponsorship from Benctton andtwo of 
the sport's most promising drivers in 
Boutsen and Alessandro Nannini 
When describing Boutsen, the words 
quietand calm instantly come to mind 
He's not the type of driver to throw a 


temper tantrum 
During the first qualifying houratimola 
Boutsen was stranded in the garage 
while the Benettonmechanic srushed to 
he gearbox on the spare carand 
change the engine on his race car. Half 
way through the session the engine 
change was completed. He managed 
one lap before the new engine broke. 
I stood in a corner of the Benetton 
garage and wate hed, Not once during 
the hour did I see Boutsen display any 
of the anger or frustration that he felt 

Healw ‘aysseems calmand collec tedout 
of the car But does he getemotional in 
the cockpit? 
Sure, [getth 
Igettheminlife 
them,’ he says 


repairt 


esecmotionsinthe car like 
Butidon'toftenshow 
In the car you have to 
control your emotions, because if you 
don't then you go off the road. 

Boutsen’s first dei con the road to the 


top was in 1976 when he took a course 
at Andre Pilette's racing school at the 
Zolder circuit. He won the school’s 
Formula Vee Championshipandmoved 
on to Formula Ford in 1977. The next 
year, drivinga Crossle, he won 15 of 18 
races and the Benelux Formula Ford 
Championship 

Next it was Formula 3, He won three 
races and finished second to Michele 
Alboreto in the 1980 Buropean F3 
championship. 

During these carly years Boutsen had 
the luck to be guided by Belgian star 
Jackie Ickx 

‘He had quite a bit of influence in the 
beginning,’ Boutsensays. ‘Idid Formula 
Fordand when! wasfinishedIhadtogo 
intothearmy, |hadnotimetogoandsee 
the sponsors and organise my Formula 
3season. He did most ofthatand helped 
me like that for a couple of years.” 

The pattern continued in 1981 as 
Boutsen moved up to Formula 2. He 
racked up two wins and five pole 
positions in his March BMW to place 
second behind Geoff Lees in the 
championship. 

Three more winsin F2 followed in 1982 
as Boutsen drove for the Spirit Honda 
team. But when the team went Grand 
Prix racing in 1983, the ride went to 
Stefan Johansson. 

By now Boutsen no longer had the 
Ickx’s help. ‘He started to go racing 
again and didn't have timetospend with 
me,’ he recalls, But Belgium's new star 
was onhis way andready for Formula 1. 
Half way through the year Boutsen’s 
dream of racing Formula 1 cametrueas 
he joined Jackie Oliver's Arrows team. 
He had finally made it. Yet, unfortun- 
ately, he joined the Arrows at a time 
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when the team was in the doldrums 
And, afterachange forthebetter, itwas 
going to get worse 

In 1983, turbos were beginning to 
dominate Formula 1 
4 normally 


The Arrows, with 
aspirated Ford Cosworth 
couldn't match the turbo car's speed 
A switch to BMW turbos in 1984 im 
proved the situation. Boutsen scored 
two fifth placings in 1984. Thenextyear 
he had his best finish 
Marino whict 


a third in San 
became second after 
Alain Prost was disqualified for being 
underweight 
But the ropes « 


¢ team’s upswing in 
fortunes were about to snap 

The new Arrows A9 monocoque tub 
had been delayed because of astrike by 
British aerospace. The car finally 
arrived half-way through the 1986 
season 1 Boutsen debuted it at the 
German Grand Prix. It wasa flop 

Tt was incredibly bad 
You ce 


Boutsen says 
idn't do anything with it, We 
tried to set it up, but nothing worked 
because it wasjust a bad chassis design 
We had to go back to the old car 

Boutsen failed to score a single pointin 
1986 

I didn’t learn anything because we 
didn’t do any testing,” he says, ‘The car 
was bad. Old fashioned And the new 
¢af was even worse! It really was a 
wasted ye 


The whole season was 
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ship.’ The hig! 
his home face 
when he narrowly edged 


Warwick's Jaguar for the victory 


Nowadays, heavily involved with 
Benetton’s Formula | effort, Boutsen 
no longer competes in long distance 
events. Buthedidraceinthe Spa 24 hour 
touringearrace lastyearina Ford Sierra 
Cosworth. (‘Wehada problem with the 
head gasket after leading for 20 and a 
half hours.’) 

The nightmare of 1986 ended with the 
sweet dreams of driving for Benetton ir 
1987. ‘I had talks with Benetton and 
Peter Collins in 1985,’ Boutsen says 
but I couldn't move from my Arrows 
contract. Ihadatwo yearcontract, and 
Icouldn'tget outofit, Wecontinuec 
discussions in 1986 and everythis 
came together immediately 

1987 saw Boutsen drive well, only tob 
let down again and again by his Ford 
turbo, One gets the feeling that this is 
partofthereason why he welcomedtt 


switch tothenormally aspirateden 
this year 


Besides, he prefers racing a normal} 
aspirated engine 


It'salot more fun 
drive because of the immedi 
Fsponse,’ says the 30 year old Boutsen 
With the turbo engine you have te 
Preparedtohave 


slow corners it’s 
the turbos 
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Like Senna, Boutsen has people # 
him on the s t and ask f 
graph. *I think ust a ne 
Boutsen says. “Ijusthapp 

doa job which happens to be more 


ow business than 
something happens 
at's OK. But! don 
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to do my job. To be 
And, although he ha 
Prix, driving 
Boutsen 


indeed does v 


H. may not go 
down in history 
as the greatest 
racing driver of 
all time, but 
Philippe Streiffis 
certainly one of 
the most enter- 
prising. Henever 
goes anywhere 
without a good 
supply of his 
own personal 
visiting cards 
tucked away in 
his wallet; in 
fact, heisso pro- 
motionally con- 
scious that his 
rivals have spec- 
ulated that he 
even carries 
thosecards in his racing overalls, 
case he can do a deal with anybody he 
meets when stopped by the circuit! 

Attheendofthe 1987 season, Streiffwas 
dropped from the Tyrrell team’s line- 
up and, fora few months, it seemed as 
though he would be out in the wilder- 
ness. Not so, as things turned out 
During the off-season, he was thrown 
what looked like a lifeline from the 
tiny French AGS team for whom he 
had previously driven in Formula 2 
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two moderately productiv 
with Tyrrell, Streiff now face® © 
down. But itdidn’twork thats) 
new Christian Vanderpley™ a 
AGS JH23 had proved to be oe 
Surprises of the year, a an 
Promising contender in or isi 
unofficial naturally aspirated a 
At Montreal and Detroit, © you! 
handling enabled Philipp '° jor! 
Nelson Piquet’s Camel Lots if 
turbo, the Frenchman actually 


his way past the triple World Champion 
inthe latter event, pullingaway untilhe 
glanced one of the unyielding wallsand 
retired with damaged suspension 

Streiff’s career began in 1970 when he 
wasastudent. Born on May 26, 1955in 
Grenoble, it didn’t take him long after 
his first race to decide that he wanted 
to make a career in motorsport. In suc- 
ceeding years he gradually moved up 
the scale, tackling Formula Renault, 


Formula 3, Formula 2 and Formula 
3000. He gained the distinction of 
winning the last-ever Formula 2 race 


aged before the category was 
replaced in Europe by Formula 3000. 
This was at Brands Hatch in 1984, 
shortly before he got his Formula 1 
break. Invited to drive a third works 
Renault RESO in the Portuguese Grand 
Prix at Estoril, alongside Derek War- 
wick and Patrick Tambay, he qualified 
arespectable 13thandrancomfortably 
midfield before retiring. 
The following year he drove a Ligier 
in the Grand Prix of Europe at Brands 
ch, switched te yrrell for 
mi,andthenbacktoa Ligier forthe 
fans will 
recall him colliding with -mate 
Jacques Laffite on the last lap before 
‘hobbling round to take third place, the 
underside of his French blue machine 
scraping along the track surface. It 
wasn'ta performance which endeared 
himtoLaffite, particularly, butithelped 
landhimaTyrrellsea alongside Martin 
Brundle for 1986. He stayed for a 
second year with Ken's team in 1987, 
but somehow never felt quite so 
comfortable Truth be told, he made a 
lot of mistakes. It wasn't an easy time 
for him F . 
In 198! hingsseemdifferent. With his 
help, 4 secured sponsorship from the 
large Bouygues construction and ci il 
engineering group, acompany whichis 


involved in many ambitious projects 
including work onthe Channel Tunnel. 
Ina one-car team, well supported and 
confidentinhis ability, Philippeisnow 
starting to establish a firm Formula 1 
reputation. 

‘It’snot magic,’ hesays withagrin. “AGS 
have simply given me a good little car 
which works well and is not com- 
plicated. I feel, at last, that I have a 
machine beneath me with which I can 
get a decent job done.’ 

Philippe Streiff may, after all, get the 
last laugh... @ 
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Resilience is Philippe Alliot’s 
greatest asset, and never more has 
itbeen tested than during the first six 
Grands Prix of the 1988 season 

Since Brazil, where his Larrousse 
Calmels Lola LC88 broke its front sus: 
pensionatthe end ofthe main straight 
the amiable Frenchman has endured a 
series of shunts that would demoralise 
any driver with less ability to bounce 
back 

At Monaco a misunderstanding with 
Riccardo Patrese on the approach to 
Mirabeau resulted in a tangle that 
pitched his car into the wall head on 

The impact stretched his seat belts 
sufficiently for his helmet to touch the 
dashboard, andto split the carbon fibre 
monocoque 

In Mexico, exiting the flat-in-fifth 180 
degree banked right-hander that leads 
on to the pit straight, suspected sus- 
pension failure threw him into a wild 
spinandamassive collision withthe pit 
wall. The Lola then rolled to a halt 

minus three of its four wheels having 
shed all but its engine ; 

Incredibly, Philippe not only crawled 


out unharmed when onlookers feared 
forhissafety; hestill had thepresence of 
mindtotake his steering whe Iwithhim 
as he walked across the track! 

Doesn'taseries ofaccidents li 
a driver's morale: 
“We'vehadabadrun, that’s forsure,’ he 
admits with the smile that is never 
absentforlong. “AndThavetosay Ihave 
lost some of my confidence in the car 


ethatsap 
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and 


thave the same faith in it, a 


yucan 
MORE p my con 


1m slowly trying to pick uj 
once in the car again 

jc Mexicohisbruises weren'tasun 
comfortable to bear as the suspicion in 
some quarters that he had made a 
driving error; afterall, he's crashed his 
Ligier at the very same corner late in 
qualifying forthe 1986 race in W hichhe 
went on to carn his first world cham 
pionship point. Montreal, however 
broughtadegree of comfort —albeitin 
an unpleasant way — when team-mate 
Yannick Dalmas suffered a similar 
suspension failure and the root of it 
was traced to a breakage in the rear 
suspension’s bottom wishbone where 
it mounts on the gearbox 

IfAlliot, aveteran of 56 Grands Prix (up 
to and including the British) has been 
abletoshrug offtheaccidents, they have 
taken their toll on the team. 

Our problems have been terrible, 
becausethey havemeant wearealways 
down to two cars. That means the 
mechanics spend their time rebuilding 
rather than modifying, and it has 
affected our testing. The nett result is 


little testing 
‘Despite that, 1° 
is basically 800 
hope we can ne 
behind US, so 


dd 


US, SO We can be 
further fory pahibe 
the season, tinder of 
Sinceitcame; 
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Renaultand 


partner Didier Calmels, has mature 
steadily. Alliot, too, isa more complet 
driver than the man who so ofte 
damaged his RAM-Hart when he cam 
into the formula in 1984. Prior tothe 
he’d won the French Formula Rena 
championship before graduating for 
three-year spell in Formula 3. Twice! 
race Monaco’s prestigious Form 
3 supporting race, and twice heseeme 
set for victory. ‘The race is 24 lap 
which means I did a total of 45! 
Formula 3 round the Principal 
streets. The first time I hit a kerb 
damaged a tyre valve three laps ir 
the end, the second I was leading 
lap before the end when Alain Fett 
my team-mate, barged past and be 
me y 

His RAM days in 1984 and 198 
hima wild reputation, especi nd it 
he and Martin Brundle collide 
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Detroit in 1985 when the Engh) 
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3000 the following year served" 
his career. That in turn led to he 
drive, andhe followed Larrouss™ 
the latter set up his own outfit F 
Australian designer Ralph Bellamy 
Penned both the LC87 and LC aa , 
before his dismissal earlier (MS ¥ ot 
unequivocal in his praise fF ast 
Prowessasadevelopment drive ved 
left the team after Rio he com” wil 
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Thething!'llmissmostiswo""™, j 


Philippe and utilising his input 


provingthe car. That,andhiscompany 
The guy isa gentleman 

rhe loss of Bellamy has been compen- 
sated for with the arrival of Lola’s Chris 
Murphy as dev elopment engineer, but 
it wasn’t until the French Grand Prix 
at Paul Ricard in late June/early July 
that the first fruits of his labours were 
seen with suspension and undertray 
revisions. Alliot, however, remains 
confident about the future 

We are a young team,’ he advised in 
France. ‘Don’t forget we've only done 
21 Grands Prix together.’ 

Despite its newness, the team was 
always onthe pace in the Jim Clark and 
Colin Chapman Trophy categories in 
1987, the Frenchman frequently taking 
pole position in his class and winning 
itin Belgium, Spainand Mexico, where 
Dalmas made his debut. The latter isthe 
team’s younglion, Alliotitsexperienced 
campaigner. In practise they have 
proved very well balanced and closely 
matched, and have a sound working 
relationship 

‘He is very fast,’ Alliot is quick to point 
out of his team-mate, ‘but rightnow he 
needs more experience of setting up the 
car. Heis good forme, though. The first 
person you have to beat is your team- 
mate, so we keep each other on our 
toes!’ 

With the learning experience of 1987 
enhanced by those solid results 
Larrousse Calmels has moved con 
fidently forward in 1988 


PE ALLIOT covevennyroawaro in 


Last year we qualified between 20th 
and 26th at most of our races, which 
we regarded as satisfactory given our 
newness. Now, even with our problems 
we have been qualifying between 10th 
and 16th and running close to cham 
pionship points in Monaco, Canadaand 
Detroit. Thatis encouraging, especially 
as wehave hadsolittlechancetotestand 
develop 
Next year we will be better still, I'm 


confident. We will have much more 


money and the use of the new Chrysler 
Lamborghini V12 engine, which I 
believe will be very good. I believe we 
will qualify between fifthand 10th, but 
I have to say being number one is 
something else! For that we will need 
a lot more money, experience and 
personnel, but I'm sure the team has 
the potential to do much better as it 
grows older 

As he approached his 34th birthday on 
July 27th, Philippe Alliot faced his 
future with confidence, borne of trust 
in the Larrousse Calmels team and its 
ability to develop 

“Youknow, we getbetterevery time we 
go out, whether testing or racing. The 
more miles we get under our belt, the 
more we learn about the car. 
‘It’snotthat Yannick orI necessarily are 
driving any faster, more that we know 
moreabout thecar, and cangetmoreout 
ofitasaresult. Andit'sactually betterto 
have a good feeling about it than to be 
very quick in something that isn’t 
properly sorted.” 

Next year, of course, he will remain 
a team member, but right now his 
immediate aim is to score champion- 
ship points consistently. With North 
America and France — and the efforts 
ofthe Lola factory — helping to restore 
his faith in the LC88, he is confident 
his short-term aspirations will be 
realised. @ 


Senna braked hard, locking 
up the front wheels in the hope 
that he could pull the McLaren 
away from the barrier at the last 
minute. But there was not 
enough time. His weekend’s 
work was destroyed as surely as 
the metal barrier was certain to 
wreck the front suspension. 
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the season's end, the passing of 
time and everyday traffic will have 
removed the pair ofblack tyremarkson 
Avenue Princesse Grace, butthey willbe 
burned onto Ayrton Senna’s mind for 
ever. Particularly if he loses the cham- 
pionship by less than nine points 
Losing the Monaco Grand Prix was 
bad enough. Senna had the race in his 
pocket when, with 11 laps to go, the 
McLaren glanced the barrier on the 
ide of Portier corner. Whether this 
due toa misjudgementora deflating 
reartyre, Sennacouldnotsay buthe was 
painfully aware of the result. 
Fasterthan youcansay ‘nine points’, the 
McLaren had been tossed across the 
road and into the barrier opposite. No 
amount of emergency brakingby Senna 
could prevent the collision. Andneither 
could he prevent Alain Prost from sail- 
ing by into the lead. 
Until that moment, Ayrton Senna had 
totally dominated the Monaco Grand 
Prix, just as he had at Imola and would 
have done at Rio, It seemed inconceiy- 
able that Prostnow had 2: points while 
Sennahad only nine. Threeracesdown, 
and the championship seemed to be 
slipping away from the Brazilian. His 
expression of cold disbeliefashestared 
at the wrecked McLaren said it all. 
There was never any doubt that a 
McLaren would win this race. Atleast, 
Not until we had seen the list of times 
from the first qualifying session. First, 
Ayrton Senna; second, Alain Prost. 
Another myth destroyed justassurely as 
the McLaren-Hondas had dismantled 
thebeliefthatthey wouldbeham-strung 
byfuel consumption problemsatIimola 
‘Wo weeks before. 
The hope had been that the narrow, 
cramped confines of the Monte Carlo 
aoe would play into the hands of 
‘he supposedly more agile non-turbo 
“ars. But, in theend, horsepowerhadits 
Say. Up the hill towards Casino Square; 


through the tunnel towards the har- 
bour, the Honda turbos left the rest 
struggling. 

But, more than that, Ayrton Senna 
simply annihilated everyone through 
the corners. His performance during 
qualifying was simply breath-taking. On 
atrack such as this, you can’t attribute 
a 1.5 second margin over Prost to any- 
thing other thanextrovertbrillianceand 
stunning precision. 

Senna was prepared to push himself 
and his car to the limit. Prost, by com- 
parison, was more circumspect 
was happy to admit the fact. He 
was too old for heroi 
tight street circuit. ‘I suppose it’s only 
natural that Ayrton’s gotalittlebit more 
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motivationat thatstageinhis career, “he 
said. ‘When you've won 29 races you 
obviously can’tbe quiteas committedas 
when you've wonseven...” 
Athalf-past three onSundayafternoon, 
such arguments were academic. The 
race would be a different matter and 
a good start by Prost would wipe out 
Senna’s qualifying performance at a 
stroke. Onthegreen light, Prostseemed. 
set to do just that. He made a perfect 
startand drew alongside Senna. Thenhe 
missed second gear — and the Ferrari 
of Gerhard Berger through into 
second place. It was a disastrous state 
of affairs for Prost since he knew over- 
taking would be difficult. 

‘Atthis point,’ said Prost, ‘Iknew Iwas 
really introuble. Ayrton was obyiously 
going to getaway and themain priority 
for me was to try and finish second. If 
Senna was firstandmethird, that would 
have been a bad race for me. First and 
second would not be so bad because I 
just needed to keep building the points 
for the championship.” 

ier said than done. At the end of lap 
five, Prost attempted to get alongside 
the Ferrari as they reached the braking 
areaatthe end of the pitstraight. Berger 
squeezed him out, Senna was now 7.5 
seconds ahead 
Prosthadanothergoattheendoflap 12. 
Same result. Senna was now 14seconds 
ahead, He tried again on lap 20. Same 
result. Senna was 21.7 seconds ahead. 
Berger drove beautifully, refusing to 
relent to the pressure, but the battling 
duo allowed Nigel Mansell to catch 
them. 

Mansell, as expected, had dominated 
the non-turbo division during practice 
but from day one he had not held high 
hopes for the race. In fact, he did not 
expect to finish since the now familiar 
problem of overheating on the Canon 
Williams-Judd had reared its head dur- 
ing practice, Itwasasimilarstory inthe 


race. Assoonas Mansell cameto within 
striking distance of Prost, the water 
temperature rose. After three laps, 
Mansell had no alternative but to drop 
back. 
Waiting for him was the Ferrari of 
Michele Alboreto. The Englishman and 
the Italian ran in close company for 
three laps but Mansell seemed to have 
fourth place under control. On lap 33, 
as they skirted round the swimming 
pool, Mansell left plenty of room on 
the approach to the second chicane, a 
place where overtaking is rarely carried 
out. 
But Alboreto, makinga faster exit from 
the previous corner, decided to have 
a go. In fact, he got his front wheels 
alongside the rear of the Williams. And 
then Mansell turnedintothecorner. The 
two cars touched and Mansell spun 
backwards into the barrier. Alboreto 
continued unharmed. After the race, 
Alboreto wouldapologise profusely to 
Mansell. 
Senna was now 28 seconds ahead of 
Berger and Prost. The Ferrari had better 
traction out of the chicane leading out 
onto the harbour-front and out of Ste. 
Devote, at the foot of the steep hill. 
Elsewhere, Prost felt the McLaren- 
Honda was the better car — not that it 
did him much good in the face of such 


determined company. Timeand again, 
hewould dart frombehind the Ferrari's 
rear wing only to have Berger position 
his carsothatthere was room—butnot 
enough to allow Prost through. 
Throughoutall ofthis, the McLaren was 
running perfectly even though the front 
of the car was covered in rubber and 
grease thrownup by the Ferrari. ‘I kept 
watching the oil and water tempera- 
tures but they were okay,’ said Prost, 
“But I was a little bit worried about the 
brakes. You never know, the pedal can 
go wrong suddenly but Gerhard wasnot 
braking very late so I was not Pushing 
very hard, But wasnot prepared totake 
too many risks.’ 
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Onlap 48, itseemed Prost Was 
paredtotakeanyrisksatal], Hedi Pre 
back suddenly and the battlelog,” 
be over. Senna was now 45 5 C 
ahead, 
Lap 54, and Prostattacked witha, 
nessand precision which caught per 
cr 
Ww: 


t 
cong, 


bysurprise. Lap 55, and Alain Prost 
second, Senna was 49 seconds ah K 
with 23 laps to go lead 
Onlap 57, Prostset the fastest lapa 
sliced another two tenths off that he 
time around. The word got through. 
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Senna and, on lap 59, he set a new 
record. Bylap 63, hehad opened thegap 
tomorethan 50seconds. Clearly, there 
was no way Prost could catch his team- 
mate. Accordingly, he eased offandRon 
Dennis, the McLaren boss, passed this 
news onto Senna, advising the Brazilian 
to do likewise. 
This Senna did, to the tune of betweet 
twoandthree secondsa lap. Onlap 67, 
he crashed. 
Theleft-front wheel ofthe McLaren had 
beenripped offby the finalimpact wit! 
thebarrier. Senna, in relaxing hispac> 
had fallen into the age-old trap of fiat: 
ing difficulty in maintaining hismome™ 
tum. Whileattempting to lookatterthe 
gearbox, gearchanging became clum') 
and awkward, Then, a tiny misjudge 
mentand his right-front wheel glan® 
the barrier on the inside of Portlet 
corner. 
Suddenly, the steering wheel had been 
Wrenched from his hand. The af Wi. 
nowspearing towards the opposites! 
Ofthetrack, Sennabraked hard, lock he 
Up the front wheels in the hope that 
Could pull the McLaren away from 
barrieratthe last minute, Butthere Yi, 
notenough room; not enough ime: 
Weekend’s work was destroy’ ia 
aaiet a the metal barrier was ce™ 

feck the front suspension. 

Senna couldn't Beueve it, He walk 
briskly away from the car, gi” side 
juently at the barrier on the} 

Of the corner. It was as thou! 


specking that someone hadn't moved 
by 2 couple of inches since his last 


‘inenhepulled offhis helmetandbala- 
a. healmost seemed to be inshock 


After pausing for a few moments, he 
walked quickly away. The only good 
thing which could be said of this acci- 


stom ‘ 
the opportunity toretreatand contem- 


platethe far-reaching effect of theshunt 
prost, as he passed the spot to take 
the lead, must have briefly registered 
similar thoughts. “When I saw Ayrton 
had stopped (note the polite terms of 
reference here!) I was quite happy to 
finish first. Itwasagood thing formeto 
gainnine points, especially at this point 
of the on where Ayrton is very 
quick, pus ing very hardatatimewhen 
I don’t want to push too much, Iam 
trying to stay quiet and get points and 
then see what happens in the second 
part of the season.” 

The thought of Alain Prost, leading the 
championship with 24 points, really 
going motoring in the second half ofthe 
year must have caused Ayrton Sennaas 
much discomfort as the sight of those 
skid marks arrowing into thebarriernot 
far from his apartment. 


THE REST 
Ferrari 
In view of the fact that the Ferraris 
were losing outinthe horsepower race 
with Honda, third and fourth fastest in 
practiceand second and third places in 
therace wereas goodas Gerhard Berger 
and Michele Alboreto could expect 
Berger had a particularly busy practice, 
anelectrical problem causing the Ferrari 
to coast to a halt in the tunnel. It was 
while being pushed to safety that 
Andrea de Cesaris drove into thebackof 
Berger's car and it was only the swift 
reactions ofthe marshalsas they leaptto 
Safety which saved them from serious 
injury. 
Arrows 
Derek Warwick on superb form all 
weekend, throwing the USF&G Arrows 
around with confidence totakeseventh 
Place onthe grid. Drovea faultless race, 
never lower than eighth despite fading 
brakes and an engine which threatened 
‘Oseize towards the end. Deserved his 
Second fourth place of theseason. Eddie 
Cheever'sraceabriefone, retiring with 
40 engine which refused to rev. 
Tyrrell 
Proof that Grand Prix racing is a black 
art. A test session at Croix-en-Ternois 
Prior to Monaco led Tyrrell to the con- 
clusion that the original short-wheel- 
ase car would be the best bet for 
‘Onaco. It was only when a gearbox 
Problem on Saturday morning forced 
Jonathan Palmer into the long wheel- 


base spare car that he discovered this 
Configuration Was worth a couple of 
Seconds alap. Alas, there was not time 
to change Julian Bailey's car and he 
failed to qualify. Palmer, however, did 
anexcellentjob, qualifying 10thandnot 
Putting a wheel wrong to collect two 
Points for fifth place 


Williams 
It was hard to believe that Riccardo 
Patrese’s sixth place was the first point 
tobeawardedthisseasontothe current 
world champions. Mansell showed his 


usual Monaco skill to qualify in fifth 
place and lead the normally aspirated 
division until his incident with 
Alboreto. Patrese, never farfromthetop 
six, was almost punted out of the race 
while lapping Alliot. Aftera pitstop for 
repairs, a dirty visor caused further 
delay but Patrese took sixth from 
Dalmas two laps from the end. 


d 
a eake only claim to fame, apart 
frommanagingtoqualify theZakspeed, 
was the outrageous blocking of Pal ee 
whilebeing lapped. Schneiderstuiaes 
by times from hisfirstqualifyings*ss on 
being excluded because of a techni 


infringementandabroken. driveshaftin 
final qualifying. 


Lotus 
A weekend they would rather forget. 
Nakajima the only drivernottoimprove 
in the more favourable conditions on 
Saturday (the track had been drying on 
Thursday after torrential rain in the 
morning) and the Japanese driver did 
not qualify. Monaco not one of Piquet’s 
favourite tracks but, even so, he ex- 
pected to be higher than 11th on the 

‘eby incurring damage 


to the nose of the Lotus during the 
scramble into the first corner. Replace- 
ment impossible due to damage to the 
mounting points. 


AGS 

Streiff continued toturnafew heads by 
taking 1 2thplace. A promisingrace was 
ruled outbyabrokenthrottle cable just 
before the start. 


March 

Neither driver came to terms with the 
circuit although, for his first visit, 
Gugelmin showed great maturity and 
consistency before being halted by a 
recurrence of an electrical problem 
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which had cost him three places on the 
firstlap. One of Capelli’s frequent spins 
cost him the use of his favoured race 
car in final qualifying and a poor grid 
position. An early pit stop for repairs 
caused by hitting Caffiatthe first corner 
cost time but he persevered despite 
being unable to feel anything with his 
right foot during the final 20 laps. Had 
to be helped from his car at the end. 


Benetton 

Nannini showed the Benetton-Ford to 
be capable of taking the normally aspi- 
rated fight to Williams. Retired when 
the gearbox jammed in sixth. Another 
miserable practice for Boutsen and he 
never seemed to recover from a poor 
grid position thanks to a handling 
problem and thena puncture. 


Osella 

Qualifying was a pleasant surprise; 
actually finishing a race for the first time 
in over a year a major achievement at 
this circuit. The latest car now con- 
forming to the regulations. 


Rial 

DeCesaris fined $5,000 for the incident 
with Berger’s Ferrari. The team then 
fined $10,000 for changingabattery out 
onthe circuit on Saturday. DeCesarisin 
11th place when retired with low oil 
pressure. 


inardi ; e 
ernasquickand skilfulas Campos Was 


slowandhesitantand deservedly 20" 
qualifier. Salaworked his way ! oe 
place, keeping pace withDe eo a 

Boutsen until the suspension 14 


led 


Ligier 


Somehow Johansson and Arnoux man- 


aged to qualify cars which were ges 
tined for the scrapheap! or 
brilliant start from the back row ( Us: 

at the end of lap one!) negated by ao 
electrical problem after six laps. Arnoux 
started from thepitlanein thesparecar 
putalso retired with electrical trouble. 


Lola 

Alliot showed impressive speed, par- 
ticularly in the wet practice sessions. 
Afteralmost colliding with Prost while 
beinglappedintherace, hedida proper 
job on Patrese, a well-intentioned de- 
cisiontogetoutofthe Williams driver's 
way coming when Patrese was already 
committed to using the same piece of 
track. Alliot wiped out the brakes 
against the wall and then suffered the 
nightmare of careering down the hill 
and into the wall of tyres at Mirabeau. 
Lucky to escape with no more than 
shock. Dalmastook most of practice to 
tecover from a shunt on Thursday but 
producedanexcellentdriveintherace. 


Coloni 
Qualified but an early Tetiremen, 


Euro Brun 

Modena excluded 20 minutes int 
first practice session for not 6 © the 
as directed to have his ca ‘PPing 


Dallara 

Caffi did an excellent job dur; 
qualifying but punted off at the A 
corner after a brush with Capeljj Fy 
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Driver 
Alain Prost 2 
Gerhard Berger 
Ayrton Senna 
Nelson Piquet 
Derek Warwick 
Michele Alboreto _— 
Thierry Boutsen 
Jonathan Palmer 


~——_Alessandro Nannini__" 


Satoru Nakajima 
Riccardo Patrese 
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7988 MONACO 
FASTEST LAPS JIM CLARK 
FORMULA ONE Driver TROPHY 
Time 
GRAND PRIX Ayrton Senna cre 
Alain Prost ae Pos_Driver__Total 
Ri meets 1 ThierryBoutsen 21 
iccardo Patrese 1m28.411s —————, 
Vaniek bar : 2 JonathanPalmer 9 
aan as 1m 28.4658 3 RiccardoPatrese 7 
amma Berges 1m 28.899s 4 StefanJohansson 6 
Michele Alboreto 1m28.931s 4 __ Alessandro Nannini_ 6 
Nigel Mansell 1m28.975s 4 _YannickDalmas___ 6 
Derek Warwick 1m29.618s 7___ Philippe Streiff 4 
Ivan Capelli 1m29.642s 8 LuisSala 3 
Alessandro Nannini 1m 29.6938 9 IvanCapelli 2 
Thierry Boutsen 1m29.831s 
LENGTH Mauricio Gugelmin 1m 29.9348 COLIN CHAPMAN 
9,328 km Jonathan Palmer 1m30.171s TROPHY 
2,068 miles Luis Sala 1m30.226s 
Andrea de Cesaris 1m30.397s Pos _ Team i 
Philippe Alliot 1m30.749s 1 Benetton 27 
Nicola Larini 1m31.635s 2 Tyrrell 2 
Eddie Cheever 1m31.757s 3 __ Williams 7 
| Piercarlo Ghinzani 1m32.308s 4= Lola 6 
Oscar Larrauri 1m32.320s 4= _ Ligier 6 
Rene Arnoux 1m32.797s 6 AGS 4 
Gabriele Tarquini 1m33.570s 7 Minardi 3 
‘Stefan Johansson 1m34.016s 8 March 2 
OFFICIAL STARTING GRID RACE CLASSIFICATION AND 
y HaeNNAaestpae RETIREMENTS AFTER 78 LAPS 
AL FACT nz 4258) 
NicLarenNonda MP4” eee ed py Nat Car Laps _Timeyretrement Speed mphvkh) 
(2) FerraniF1/67/ Alain Prost Fra McLaren-HondacV6 78 _1hS7m17.077s_(82.516/132.797) 
M. ALBORETO (1m 27.2978) —— 
Ferrari F1/87/¢ r ‘LL (1m27.666s) Gerhard Berger Aut Ferrario V6 7% 1 f 
c@ Natanesuadewie Michele Alboreto _ita__FerrariticVé 78 thS7ms8.306s (82039132023) | 
A SE ere | = 
aoe toe D. WARWICK (1m27.8728) Derek Warwick GB _Arrows-Megatronv/e4 
| (4) Arrows-Megatron A10B 7 
R. PATRESE (1m: eth 
‘Willlams-Judd FW1: EC (128.2275) 7 
6) ‘Arrows-Megatron A10B nT 
‘J, PALMER (1m 28,3588) 
‘Tyrrell-Ford 01 N.PIQUET(1m28.403s) 
(6) Lotus-Honda 100T 
P. STREIFF (1m 28. wee! 
AGS-Ford Jt Pal Lor ie 28,5368) 
| M.GUGELMIN (128.8108) bi 
eciciind as L (1m 28,6258) 
(Min M188 
Hopeants 
atton- Fav 
0758) 
c A.CAFFI(IN29. 0 
Super nesigal 
uro-Brun CESARIS (1m 29.2988) 
(19) fis'Foranct 
ames e 
DALMAS (1m 29,601 
oy Coeteedtcas 
rowan? us 
GHINZANI(1m: 
(12) Saxspeed 831 
a N. LARINI(I 0S 


8. k 
someon 


tice on Thursday morning: 


start: 
14 P. Streitt; broke before start) 
g pierre Oth ie star 
¥ 30. 
rs 


*% } Samoos Oe eka ts, id nol = woighhin 
Ld Bally Cla a a radi nat eres 


started from pittane 


did not 


he utter dominance shown 
by Senna and Prost had publicly 
humiliated the Lotus designer, 
Gerard Ducarouge. 


BY MAURICE Hawi rem 


cLaren may have dominated 
proceedings in Brazil but the San Marino 
Grand Prix at Imola would be the acid 
test. This circuit, with itsreputation for 
draining car’s fuel tank, would givethe 
true value of McLaren and Honda's 
winter development. It would also 
determine just how successful the 
revised regulationshadbeen. Wouldthe 
Honda and Ferrari turbos, with their 
reduced fuel capacity, have enough 
steam to beat the normally aspirated 
teams such as Williams and Benetton? 
Would the racing be close? 
Answer: Yes, the racing was superb. 
Unfortunately, it was for third place. 
Conclusion: Honda Marlboro McLaren 
would walk away with the champion- 
ship if they kept this up. Ayrton Senna 
and Alain Prost not only took the first 
two places, they also lapped the entire 
field — including the Honda-powered 
Lotus of Nelson Piquet. 
This was the rub. Had Lotus not been 
Present, everyone would have cursed 
Honda for ruining the racing by giving 
McLaren such a powerful advantage. 
But Lotus had at their disposal exactly 
the same engine which McLaren were 
Using to such obvious effect. Indeed 
Piquet, his pace dictated purely by the 
fuel consumption read-out, barely 
Managed to keep the battling Williams 
and Benett 
Ons at bay. 
Assuming that, as Honda say, all their 
Sngines are equal, then McLaren had 
ae & superior chassis in which to 
ae all the Japanese turbo. The utter 
‘Ominance shown by Senna and Prost 
ans Publicly humiliated the Lotus 
ener, Gerard Ducarouge. His 
XPression of disbelief at the end of 
& Tace said it all. Not only had his 
finished three miles behind the 
eee Senna and Prost had re- 
fast led lap times inthe race which were 
fans than anyone else had managed 
ing qualifying. The season may have 


pee a mere two races old but, at this 
€ of going, the outlook was bleak for 
€veryone but McLaren. 

The writing began to form onthe wallat 
the end of the first day’s practice. 
Fastest: Alain Prost. Second: Ayrton 
Senna. But there were mitigating cir- 
cumstances here. The weather, a mix- 
ture of grey clouds and occasional 
drizzle, made the first qualifyingsession 
something ofalottery as thetrackbegan 
todry outrapidly towardstheend ofthe 
session. Butit wasnotquitedry enough 
for slick tyres. \ 

The answer was to fita fresh set of wet 
weather tyresin the final minutesand go 
for a time. McLaren, of course, had 
worked that out. One minute to go, 


and Sennaclaimed pole. Thirty seconds 
to go, and Prost had dislodged the 
Brazilian. Senna tried to squeeze 
another lap in, but it was too late. 
Saturday, thetrack was dry andtheroles 
were reversed. Within ten minutes, 
Senna had claimed pole and then im- 
proved even further. Eight minutes 
later, Prost sliced overasecond offthat 
time. Twelve minutes after that, Senna 
found another half a second. Could 
Prost settle what was becoming a matter 
of honour within the team? Rene 
Arnoux was to deny us the answer to 
that question, 

Charging into the chicane at the top 
of the circuit, Prost came across the 
Ligier driver, thesticky white labels on 
Arnoux’s new tyres indicating that he 
had justleft the pits. Alainlookedatthe 
inside line; Rene did not look in his 
mirrors. The resulting collisionmeanta 
walk back to the pits for Prost and pole 
position for Senna. 

This in-house battle had leftitsmark on. 
the list of times. Prost and Senna were 
nearly three seconds fasterthananyone 
else —amassive margin and one which 
began to generate growing anxiety 
among their rivals, not to mention the 
passionate hoardes packing the grand- 
stand opposite the pits. Ferrariwerenot 
just being beaten, they were being 
trounced. Gerhard Berger managing a 
meagre fifth place. The Tifosi were 
strangely silent. The same could not be 
said forthe Ferrarimotor-homeasthey 
examined the figures from the speed 
traps. They did notmake good reading. 
On the approach to Tosa, Prost had 
reached 189.68 mph, Senna and Piquet 
188. Berger hadstruggledto make 183. 
The story was even worse at the begin- 
ning of the pit straight as the cars ac- 
celerated away form the second-gear 
chicane. Senna crossed the start/finish. 
line at 155 mph, Prost 154. Berger was 
10mphslower, beatenby fournormally 
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aspirated cars. A total disaster for the 
home team. 

Was it handling? Was it a lack of grip? 
The Ferrari driverssaid they wereshort 
of power. End ofstory. And you could 
tell they were in trouble when the cars 
appeared withtiny rear wingsinabidto 
gain extrastraight-linespeed. Thetrade- 
off wasaloss ofdownforce, acouple of 
spins for Berger, andalossof face forthe 
team which could not even match the 
impressive times set during testing at 
Imola. 


Worse still, Berger had been beaten by 
the normally aspirated Benetton of 
Alessandro Nannini. Indeed, the Italian 
heldthird placeuntilafew minutes from 
the end when Nelson Piquet regained 
the place—andadegree of self-respect 
forLotus—by beating Nanniniby nine- 
hundredths ofa second. 
If the turbo battle seemed to be a fore- 
gone conclusion, then atleast we could 
look forward to a close contest in the 
normally aspirated division, not least 
because Nigel Mansell wouldstart from 
11th place. The Englishman had not 
been this farback for morethantwoand 
ahalf years. Indeed, it was the first time 
in 15 racesthathehadstartedanywhere 
other than the front row. 
With Riccardo Patrese taking sixth 
place, there was clearly not that much 
wrong with the Williams-Judd, And 
when Mansell struggled to getto within 
halfasecond of that time, we expected 
a flow of criticismand complaints. We 
were to be surprised; pleasantly so. 
‘Ican'ttell youthatthe carfeelsterrible 
or anything like that,’ said Mansell. ‘It 
actually feels quitenice. I’m driving well 
—solcan’texplainwhy!’msoslow. It's 
the best I could do.’ As someone said, 
they had heard Nigel complain more 
when he had taken pole in the Past. 
Whatever the fault may have been, 
changes to theset-up of the Williams for 
race day proved effective. Mansell was 
third fastest during the morning warm- 
up. Suddenly the car felt better. Sud- 
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denly weknew we wouldhaveg,. 

our hands as Mansell made hin 
through the field. Which was) a) 
well » US ay 
Topping the time sheets —Yes,vont 
guessed, Prost and Senna, More L Ve 
second faster than anyone else ang 
could they maintain that Pace ang ut 
hav efuelremainingatthe end of, sti 
Lotusand the rest sincerely hoped wee 
Would Prostand Senna push each ot Ot. 
into the danger zone? There Were 
team orders, each man Planning ton ‘ 
the race as he saw fit. But which ofthe 
two — the canny Prost or the less eo 
servative Senna — would win? Within 
two seconds of the start, we had ie 
answer. 
The first note of alarm had Sounded 
when Prost took his place on the griq 
the Honda stalling without warning. 
Therewaslittletimeto effectacureang 
sure enough, when the McLaren drive, 
completed the final parade lap and 
attempt to respond to the green light 
the engine almost died. In the time it 
took Alain to coaxitbacktolife, thefirst 
few rows had roared past and he was 
seventh. More to the point, Senna was 
first. 

By lap eight, Prost was second, each 
overtaking manoeuvre having been a 
model of precision and efficiency. But 


€ven so, this had cost him the use bs 
more fuel than he would have liked 3! 
such an early stage. And Senna W# 
already eight seconds down the fo ; 
Tknew,’ said Prost, ‘that Ayrton wo" ; 
be very difficult to beat, even wither 
my problems at the start. By the time 
Sotpasttheguys infront, ThaddropPt 
‘oomuch time on Ayrton, Really 10%" 
already lost at that point.’ nae 
Thatmayhavebeenthe casein ata 
Winning the race but, fortunately 
the capacity crowd, there was supp 
battle going on for third place. The eld 
chart shows that Nelson Piquet the 
third from lap eight to the finish but ae 
ap chart does not give any acco¥ 


sous war raging around the Lotus. 
shefurion’ piquet had thingstohimself 
foray acini and Patrese discussed 
while * Jace for the best part of 24 laps 
fourt! y -sting battle this, Patrese enjoy- 
r interes! etitive placing for the first 
ing a.com ey races while Nannini was 
time inngthejoysofa truly competitive 


avGor the first time. And his inexperi- 
cat 


ved. 
a Se pean the Benetton would 
Tine e-wasting attempts to pass the 
el when, clearly, there was no 
we fPatreseallowinga way through 
hope had to admire the ‘racer’ in 
But Jo ad, eventually, hisefforts paid 
NE ese relaxing a second too long 
oe esi the small opening for 
ae ai to dive inside and take fourth 
Nate ieamediately, the Benetton 
Almos" jdhauledhimselfontoPiquet's 
oa vo cars banging wheelsas they 
tail, thetwo cars j 
sideby sidethrough thecorneratthe 
a of the straight. But, in the end, 
aoe relied on the turbo power te 
defendhis place, anassethe w ‘oul utes 
a few laps later when dealing with a 
more effective attack from Mansell. 
Driving a cool, well-judged race 
Mansell had been biding his Gime Jae 
pace largely dictated by the hte in 
engine temperature each timeheranin 
close company. Then, the Benetton 
drivers played into his hands. Nannini 
spun and Boutsen, never far from this 
cutandthrustbattle, madeasmallerror. 
Suddenly Mansell was fourth. And 
ahead lay Piquet, Mansell’s old sparring 
partner. : 
Within three laps, Mansell was pressing 
the Lotus. A lap later and he had taken 
Piquet under braking at the bottom of 
thehill. This wasmorethanthe Brazilian 
could take and he powered back into 
third place half a lap later. Any hope 
of a contuinuing battle between these 
two ended not long afterwards when 
Mansell’senginebegantocutout. This, 
in turn, began to affect the hydraulic 
Suspension and Mansell was out. Asim- 
ilar problem for Patrese would mean 
another race without points for the 
World championship team of 1987 
And, around this time, the McLarens 
came into the picture again as they 
‘apped the battle for third place! It was 
sy to forget the imperious progress of 
Senna and Prost as they made it look 
easy. Infact, they wereracinghard, each 
lriver eyeing the gap between them. 
he closest Prost got to Senna was 6.7 
Seconds, But Senna made better use of 
the traffic as he passed the mass © 
Slowercarsinarace notable forthe low 
Tate of retirements. Prost, proving 
Father more circumspect, hadtobecon- 
= With the fastest lap of the race just 
“fore he lapped Piquet. 
far as fa were concerned, every 
Sloud has its silver lining. The public 


humiliation of the Wi 
meant he 
complete. 
extratwi 
with. It 
Boutse: 
similar 


orld Champion 
would haye one lap less to 
and that, inturn, gavehiman 
‘Oandahalflitres of fuel toplay 
allowed Piquet to pull clear of 
‘N's menacing Benetton and, for 
ar reasons Berger, never in the 
Tunning, was able to turn up the boost 
and force his way past Nannini to take 
fifth place on the last lap. The crowd 
raiseda half-hearted cheer. The Ferrari 
team reflected that it could have been 
Worse. The crowd could havebooed. It 
was as bad as that. 


fe ing ing, the Italian 
e following morn 

faee mde ‘autosprint gearried Rone 
aa icture of Senna’s Marlbo ‘ 
cae Acrossthebottomof eh 
i fi yvords 
i int, werethe w = 
ae rning’. On the evidence of 
wee mination of the San 


n’s total d 2 of th 
sino Grand Prix, thewarning wast 20 
Mie. frost andSennakeptthisup, 
late. 


hampionship was over almost before 
cha 
ithad started. 


‘THE REST 


Lotus i the car appeared to 
j visions to el- 

Major oF enough to keep the Cam eb 

be goo in contention. Thera 


sponsored team il 


performance of the McLarens changed 
those parametres completely. Piquet 5 
race dictated totally by fuel consump- 
tion, Satoru Nakajima struggled in the 
mid-fieldallraceandmoved into eighth 
place without actually overtaking 
anyone of note. 


Tyrrell 

Dire handling problems called for 
radical attempts at a cure. The intro- 
duction ofaneight-inch spacerbetween 
the engine and gearbox helped, but 
Jonathan Palmer spent the race strug- 


ack d 
sling near the back of the field. Gran 
Brixclebut for Julian Bailey TheEnglish- 
manspunto theback of the field, made 
a pit stop to rectify a loose wheel 
and retired eventually with gearbox 
trouble. 


Williams : 

Engine problems during testing meant 

revisions to Judd V8 intime for official 

practice at Imola. Patrese, by virtue of 
his better practice time, led the way 
during the race before dropping back 
from an energetic battle for fourth 
place. Abrokenexhaustledto problems 
with the suspension and a distant 13th 
atthe finish. Mansell droveabeautifully 
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controlled race, moving into third place 
briefly before engine/suspension prob- 
lems caused his second retirement in 
succession. 


Zakspeed 

Struggling with numerous problems, 
mainly related totheengine. Ghinzani, 
despite missing the free practice on 
Saturday morning, managed to qualify 
butretired at quarter distance with gear- 
boxtrouble. Schneider failed to qualify 
after a practice totally disrupted by 
engine problems. 


AGS 

An encouraging performance by the 
small French team, Streiff running in 
the top ten before electrical trouble 
intervened. 


March 

Progress during practice hampered by 
faults with items as diverse as voltage 
rectifiers and collapsing nose cones. 
Capelli made a good start, running 
in seventh place when the gearbox 
selected two ratios at once. Gugelmin, 
determined to finish a Grand Prix, 
brought his car home in 15th place 
despite struggling with high water 
temperature and fuel pick-up problems. 


Arrows 

Excellent qualifying run for Cheeverbut 
the American's race dictated by fuel 
consumption, tyre wear and fading 
brakes in the later stages. Warwick ran 
in themid-field throughouttherace, the 
handling of his car never satisfactory. 
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Benetton 

Boutsenseeme 
of the entire t 
Things improve 


dtoenduretheproblems 
eam during practice, 
d during the race buta 
entedany thought 
st prevented any 
broken exhaust prt ST place 
i et’s third f 
challenging Piqu oes 
Nanninionthenormally aspirated Pare 
all weekend, an energ' race pee 
spoiled by 3 pinand, finally, cran Pp 
his right foot 


Osella ioe 
Brought alonganew car which did not 


pass scrutineering due to an infringe- 
ment of the technical regulations on 
several counts 


Arnie weekend after the promise 
shown in Rio. De Cesaris crashed on 
Friday, forcing him to miss timed prac- 
tice. Qualifiedon Saturday butasuspen- 
sion pick-up failure on race morning 
meanthasty repairsandastart fromthe 
pit lane. Completed one slow lap. 


Minardi 
Salaand Camposranneartheback ofthe 
field, both drivers finishing — and 
without making pitstops for customary 
repairs. 


Ligier 
The French team in depths of despair 
when both drivers failed to qualify. 
Modifications to the rear Suspension 
failed to make any notable improve- 
ment to radical cars which seemed 
destined for the scrapheap. 


Ferrari 
Not the anticipated thre 
reckoned the V6 turbos 
down on power when 
the Honda. Berger ney 
ing and scraped into fifty 
last lap. Clutch trouble 
meantstarting from thep; 
His climb to eighth plac 
turbo failure 


were sity 
Compared 
iN there 
eet 

or c 
ack of here 
© ended y, it 


Lola 

Off the normally aspirated pace 
need ofadesigner following the, 
departure of Ralph Bellamy Re 
with the likes of Minardi an Cae 
during therace, Alliot madeapits ‘Olonj 
attend to a punctured tyre *opt0 


Coloni 

An impressive performance 
practice and the race. Broken 
linkage cost Tarquini 14th pla 


in both 
throttle 
ice, 
Euro Brun 

Larrauri failed to qualify but Moden 
scraped onto the back row of the arid 
Made an early pit stop to repair adam. 
aged nose, returning later to attend to 
a spark-plug problem. Set respectable 
lap times before finally stopping with 
gearbox trouble. 


Dallara 

Practice spent sorting the impressive 
looking new car. retired from theback 
of the field with gearbox problems. & 
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Driver 
Alain Prost 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


Team 


P. GHINZANI(1m 34,5678) 
Zakspeed 881 


®dirompitlane, **Started from back ot a"4- 


(CigiorsJudd JS33), 1: rf 


tailed to 
uro Brun-Ford ER188), 138 OT aled 


decesaris _ta_RiahFord 


jan Prostonlap 6, 29.66, 25 708" 


a 


1988 SAN MARINO FASTEST LAPS | i | 
FORMULA ONE — LARK 
Time La 
GRAND PRIX Alain Pret —— _ TROPHY 
Ayrton Senna 1m29.815s 56 rotal 
Gerhard Berger 1m 31.394 56 (ee c 
Michele Alboreto 1m31.8646 ee 1 ThierryBoutsen 18 
Eddie Cheever 1m32.0175 49 2=  StefanJohansson 6 
Alessandro Nannini 1m 32.034s 57 2= lessandroNannini_ 6 
Thierry Boutsen 1m32.317s 65 | |4  PhilippeStreiff 4 
Nigel Mansell 1m 32.3725 35 5 Lael 3 
Nelson Piquet 1m32.414s 57 6 YannickDalmas 2 
Riccardo Patrese 1m32.758s 32 os 
Philippe Alliot 1m32.8638 ce| (2 See 
Satoru Nakajima 1m 33.209s 58 
LENGTH _____________|_| Stefano Modena 1m33.214s 4| | COLINCHAPMAN 
5040km Yannick Dalmas 1m 33,623s 56 | 
aatiles Jonathan Palmer 1m 33.6608 54 TROPHY 
Mauricio Gugelmin 1m33.890s 55 
Luis Sala 1m34.014s 57 Pos Team Total 
Derek Warwick 1m34.056s AL 1 Benetton 24 
Philippe Streitf 1m34.226s 44 as a 
Julian Bailey 1m35.288s 6) (eee 
Gabriele Tarquini 1m35.395s 31 3 AGS & 
‘Adrian Campos 1m35.708s EME | Aro 3 
Piercarlo Ghinzani 1m36.122s 14 Fi 3 
Alex Caffi 1m36.285s | le. 
Ivan Capelli 1m 37.842s 2 6 Williams t 
U 
RA TION AND 
OFFICIAL STARTING GRID CE CLASSIFICA 
A prosr imarsien RETIREMENTS AFTER6GOLAPS 
SENNA(1m27.1488) (1) McLaren-Honda MP4/4 ohonfh) 
f Nauavenisonde\tPala fn Nat Car Laps _Time/retirement _Speedimphikm/h) 
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— The Patrese Formula — 


= and circuses, 


you will remember, was 
the patrician Roman's 
formula for what mustbe 
offered to the people to 
keep them happy: Bread, 
the staff of life, and ¢ 
cuses — those great spec- 
taclesofarmed combatin 
the Colosseum and other 
arenas throughout the 
expanding Empire. 
Theformulafits Riccardo 
Patrese like a glove, not because he is 
in any way 4 common man — no-one 
willing tobe strapped intoa Grand Prix 
carforoncrace, nevermind 166, could 
be so described — but because of the 
tastes that characterise this self- 
contained Italian. Asked to name his 
favourite food, the simple answer is 
Bread’. And Riccardo Patrese gave y 
studies in political science at ihe 
University of Padua, his nati etownin 
northern. Traly, to pursue with single- 
minded determination a career that 
now makes him the most experienced 
driverin Formula 1. In other words, he 
toohas been seduced by one particular 
circus and has spent his life not just 
watching men go round and round as 
they used to do in chariots, but bein 
‘one of those in the modern equivale: : 
a Grand Prix racing car. ae 
-Patreseisan ideal exampleofthe racing 
driver precisely because of the Pattern 
_ofhiscareer. Hemadchis way tothetop 
by one of the standard routes; karting 
fromthe early Seventies, he was Italian 
chan ion in 1972, World Champion 
Years later and a member of the 
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times, 
won by a host za Loteria 
of fa ia 
lifter = MOUs nay 
= ‘d not only his National ieee and 
rhe crown as well lebut the 
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all facing d, 
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running racing teams. But 
1977 was to be more 
momentous yet, for at 
the age of 24 Patrese was 
asked to take over from 
the unproductive Renzo 
Zorzi in the cockpit ofa 
Formula One car. 
‘The transition after just 
halfaseasonin Formula2 
was not so hard,’ he re- 
calls. ‘Certainly not as 
hardassome of the things 
that lay ahead and about which I could 
notknowatthe time ...’. Team-mateto 
Patrese in those far-off da 
Alan Jones, then in only his se 
Season before his crucial move (© 
Williams in 1978 st time Patrese 
faced the heart-stopping tension ofa 
Grand Prix start was in Monaco, aplace 
which was to become pregnant with 
memories as his career developed: 
Ninth place a creditable enous! 
debut in the first of nine races for the 
ill-fated Shadow team, We might $2» 
indeed, thatthe winter of 1977-78 
thefirstofseveralShadows tofallacry? 
he apparently sunny landscapes 
passa Patrese’s career prospee 
‘ presented, especially as he rH 
Cored a first World Champions"? 
Roint in the Japanese Grand PHY: 
oi Tretgerial split atShadow saw Mine 
A am Personnel split off to or 
=: TFOWS team, but their first : 
sre blighted by a copyright casco¥ i 
ie Southgate'sdesign for thefirst 
to ae FA1 —anddcemed ter pile 
withs st model he had created jdbe 
Shadow. Upsand downs wo! 


the day: what Riccardo 
hell of a team’ worked 
eacompletely new car 
‘yond qhourmissingasingle race, and 
cady ys gotonthe podium forthe first 
speltalafecond plac cat Anderstorpin 

ew pehind Niki Lauda’s Brabham 
ee placings ensued, but the 


op Mino 
| et shadow of all fell that same 
} big 


year in 


or of 
order § 
we gs ‘2 


jersto nay 


september 
pfaliplaces for tragedy tostrike, Monza 
Ms piceardo s home Grand Prix was 
The accident w hich killed 
Swedish Lotus driver Ronnic 
peterson Was blamed by many — in 
juding, most critically, his fellow 
4 jvers — on the young and allegedly 
headstrons Patrese. There followed a 
-iodoftime W hen Patrese hadtodraw 
nner strength time and again 
suspended for the Watkins Glen race 
Ppatrese Was tO endure a four-year wait 
for his name to be cleared. ‘But the 
damage asdone’, he recalls, ‘andl was 
stuck with the name of a dangerous 
driver and with the hostility of many 
people in the sport Thad adopted 
Tomake matters Worse, those remain- 
ing Arrows years were largely unsuc 
cessful — that is, until 1981, which 
started with a bang: pole position forthe 
United States West Grand Prix at Long 
Beach, the firstofonly two in Riccardo’s 
carcer. Forced to retire after leading the 
face, Patrese showed this was no flash in 
thepanby finishing second at Imolaand 
third in Brazil, Was the early promise 
about to blossom and bear fruit? Sadly, 
another shadow out of Riccardo’s 
control was waiting to fall. In a sport 
Where timing is all, fortune has 
displayed cruel disregard forthe right 
Moments to shine on Riccardo Patrese 
No sooner was the Monza ordeal over 
thanthetyre warsin Formula | beganin 
camest: facing the renewed competi- 
tion of Goodyear, Michelin hadtodrop 
aan of the teams they supplied, and 
urse Arrows was one, Pirelli’s re 
piicements proved disastrously heavy 
8iN with, and the sceming surge in 


u Pam’, 
W¢ team’s fortunes ended almost at 
Once. 


chosen 
opular 


on his i 


raving already turned down an offer 
icear ane Ecclestone at Brabham, 
ae lohad been w aiting for years for 
Haliagt Otkehimonboard ‘Scratchan 
» he smiles wryly, and ‘and he 
roman’ colour of Ferrari..,’. Interest 
Maranello was declared ascatly as 

we and the Italian in him longed for 
staicetoshincinoneofthebeloved 


let cars 
Not : 
to ne be: strung along from year 
ar, he finally abandoned the 


joa’ fOr the reality of Brabham, 
ext pe the British team in 1982. The 
this to © years are the most typical it 
broyoPS¥-turvy tale. The first of them 

Riccardo’s first Grand Prix 


victory — and Monaco was again the 
location, as it had been for his first 
Grand Prix five years before, Moreover, 
Brabham was now enjoying the benefits 
ofthe BMW turbo-charged engine that 
would power Patrese's team-mate 
Nelson Piquettothe World Champion- 
ships — the first turbo tile — the fol 
Patrese actually finished 


with one point more than 
1983 


lowin, 


the season 
his illustrious team-mate, but in 


anew. Onceagain, 
rove catas 
: in, At 


rand prix in Imola, he 


theclouds gathered 
e land was to 
ese reputatio 


ead with 
threw away pa 
» of those carcle udge- 

a that have dogged his baht 
eee dithisia front of Italian fan 
oe in any case had little sympaily 

ho in aft) lee symp. 
ene of their own W ho had ele 
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to drive for Bernie 

Itmattered little that Patrese wenton to 
support Piquet manfully in his title bid 
against the great Alain Prost, then w ith 
Renault, and that he scored his second 
win—andlasttodate— inthe final race 
of the year in South Africa, protecting 
Piquet as the Brazilian cruised to glory 
again. ‘We handed itto him ona plate’, 
was the caustic Ecclestone commentas 
the parting of the ways with Brabham 
ensued: it was the beginning of a sharp 
turn-down in the Patrese fortunes that 
ended only with the good news at the 
end of 1987, Circuses? Not much fun, 
for the next four seasons, and a hard 
way of earning that daily bread 


Euroracing’ recalls Patrese now, ‘was 
a sentimental mistake. Remember my 
disappointment over the Ferrari re- 
jection; perhaps I persuaded myself to 
believe that an Italian team with an 
Italian engine (Alfa Romeo)needed only 
an Italian driver in the shape of Riccardo 
Patrese tobringsuccess. A few points for 
Riccardoand team-mate Eddie Cheever 
already known from those distant 
karting daysin the early Seventies — in 
1984 gave way to an entirely barren 
1985, the only time Riccardo has failed 
togethisnameonthe World Champion- 
ship tableand without doubt the lowest 
ebb ofthe Patrese tide in terms ofsimple 
racing returns 
Inpurely personal terms, though, worse 
was to come as death cast its giant 
shadow over Riccardo's racing plans 
for the second time, Recruited by 
Brabhamagainin 1986, hehadas team 
mate his compatriot Elio de Ange! 
the reserved but immensely popular 
Roman, Elio was killed in a testing 
accident at Paul Ricard, as result of 
which the French circuit was modified 
and its safety procedures radically 
overhauled, Patrese was deeply affect- 
ed by this loss, all the more pointless, 
itseemed, for its loneliness and anony 
mity inthe joyless surroundings of atest 
session. ‘For the first time’, says our 
subject, ‘Host the desire to race, hich 
eveninthe worstmoments of my teams” 
misfortuneshadalwaysremainedstong 
within me.” Adding further misery, 
Gordon Murray's radical, flac BTS5 
accommodating the new BMW engine 
was what racing drivers are inclined to 
call a dog: it was unreliable and gave 
Patrese and stand-in team-mate Derek 
Warwic miserably unproductive 
year. Sixth at Imola and Detroit was 
the best a struggling Patrese could do, 
and withthe 1987 seasonandthe BT56 
offering just two finishes in the points, 
the biggest shadow of all — enforced 
retirement, or at least withdrawal into 
the twilight — seemed to be looming. 
Then came an unexpected ray of 
sunshine. Among those convinced of 
Patrese’s qualities, never enhanced by 


83 


Se 


the right machinery, was one Frank 
Williams, a fairly well-known team 
manager on the look-out for a replace 

ment for the departing Nelson Piquet 

Perhaps it was Riccardo’s performance 
inthe Lancia Martini in World Sportscar 
racing that lingered in the memory. He 
had, afterall, scored three 1980 winsto 
help them to the world crown, won 
again at Watkins Glen, and triumphed at 
the testing Nurburgring and Silverstone 
circuits in 1982 to finish the season as 
runner-up in the Drivers’ Champion 

ship. Onhis day, then,and withthe right 
amount of response under his right foot 

Riccardo Patrese was as quick asthenext 
man and quicker than many. In 1984 
and 1985, the authoritative publication 
Autocourse’ had been tempted to write 
the Italian off; but in 1986 and 1987 he 
featured in its top ten drivers for the 
Season despite the handicap of in 

different cars 

Frank Williams was sure enough of the 
Patrese style to go and fetch him for 
testing at Imola when Nigel Mansell 
could not appear; discussions con 
cluded with the signing of a deal at the 
Spanish Grand Prix in September 1987 
The transfer took place earlier, how 

ever: more charitable this time than in 
1983, Bernie Ecclestone released 
Patrese in time to deputise for the 
injured Mansell at the last race of the 
season in Adelaide. Hedid well, running 
fourth before his retirement and 
revelledin the powerband of the Honda 
engine, which ironically was making its 
last appearance at the business end of 
a Williams. We should not forget the 
changes this man has seen in 12 Grand 
Prix seasons: Patrese has tasted Ford. 
Cosworth power, switched to the 
awesome grunt of the BMW turbo inits 
unrestricted heyday, compare that with 
the Honda and is now coping manfully 
with the shortcomings of the Judd vg 
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normally-aspirated unitsthathavebeen 
suchadisappointmenttothe followers 
of Williams fortunes in 1988 


With the regulationschanging’, comes 
the retort, ‘Ididn'texpectthe year tobe 
very straightforward. Butitisapleasure 
to be working with such a group of 
professionals and I am sure we will be 
competitive in the near future.” Only 
one point at the time of writing, per 


haps, but at least the relative failures of 
Williams have taken the glare of pub 
licity that might havelit up Nigel Mansell 
andagain cast shadows over Riccardo? 
The response 


is again considered 
Being w 


ith Nigelisa great motivation 
iffam fasterthanheis the position will 
be very clear — and he Was faster than 


the supposed number on¢ In the 
the last two seasons. Our main 
this year is reliability. With 
finishing record, I feel I coy 
finished in the top three ing fe 
and by now we would haye h, 
useful points. In the coming 


Cam 
Probie, 
4 bette, 
ld hay. 
Ww Tice 
Ad som 


Weeks 
aregoingto beconcentrating very p 


on trying to make the car runt 


distance 
With Renault V10 power UNDIES in thy 
offering, the prospects for 1989 4, 
Williams are very encouraging bu 
Patrese typically refuses to be drawn 
into a commitment on his own Moye 
ments. Ifall goes well, at Adelaide the 
yearhe will equal the all-time rec Ordo 
176Grand Prixstartssharedby Graham 
Hilland Jacques Laffite, but revere Nt talk 
of ‘vast expericnce’ is cast aside The 
Patrese ambition is to winagain tO taste 


success at the highest level] While 
perserving the privacy thar makes him 
one ofthe least-familiar drivers inthe all 
too-public world of Formula One. Even 
when notin a car oratacircuit he still 
enjoys watching things go round and 
round: his hobby is collecting mode 
trains, of which he has an outstanding 
and wide-ranging set reflecting the 
history of that similarly fascinating 
mode of transport. This simple formula 
has sustained Riccardo Patrese through 
12 seasons of Grand Prix racing; his 
recent change of teams and his 
measured approach havedonemuchto 
dispel the earlier shadows and puta 
regular smile on his face. No talk of re: 
tirement, either The enduring pleasure 
ofdriving foritsownsake —notjustfor 
the bread — is obvious in his closing 
words. ‘My most enjoyable race has 
definitely been Imola. Ihadareally clos 
race with the two Benettons before we 
Fanintoa few problems —and thisgive 
me hope thatin 1989 Grand Prix racing 
We will be really competitive.” @ 


Ww 35 ($75 Aust) 
‘S Bill Montgomery of Santa Barbara, California 


N 
23 ($50 aus) | 


f t | 
zy 1) 
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n February 1988, Enzo Ferrari 
“elebrated his ninetieth birthd: 
“esiding over the racing team w 
founded more than forty years ago 
shrewd, dynamic, inspirational these 
greall words which hayebeen used over 
the years to describe this remarkable 

ersonality whose racing cars have 
fulfilledakey role inthe history of post- 
war motor racing. 

sincethe W orld Championship beganin 
1950, Ferrari’s record is unique. The 
marque has contested more Grands Prix 
thanany other (428), scored the greatest 
number of victories (93), set more 
fastest laps (103), claimed the largest 
totalof World Championship Construc- 
tors’ points (1566)and wona record of 
gConstructors’ World Championships 
and 9 Drivers’ titles (figures up to and 
including the Mexico Grand Prix 1988). 
The magic name of Ferrari has epito- 
mised Grand Prixracingto generations 
ofenthusiasts while in Italy the fortunes 
of the scarlet cars from Maranello are 
followed with the keenest national 
pride. Ferrari (with Lotus) remain the 
only Constructors who build road cars 
and are the only surviving team who 
manufacture engines, transmissions 
and chassis complete — in the true 
traditions ofthe early days ofthe sport 
LIFETIME COMMITMENT 

Prior to establishing his own organisa- 
tion, Enzo Ferrarihad already achieved 
more than most men do inalifetime. He 
raced successfully himself, ran what 
amounted to the Alfa Romeo factory 
team from 1929 to 1939 before fielding 
his first Grand Prix car in 1948. From 
that day onwards, Ferrari has never 
wavered in his commitment to inter- 
National motor racing, his enthusiasm 
burning as brightly in 1988, with his 
present drivers Gerhard Berger and 
Michele Alboreto, as it did forty 
4go when Nino Farina gave the first 
Ferrari 125 its initial shakedown run 
On the Valentino Park c 
Yenue for the Italian G 
Ferrari’s first Grand Prix victory fell to 
n driver Froilan Gonzalez 


Prix at Silverstone 

Over the years such fine drivers as 
Alberto Ascari, Juan Manuel Fangio, 
like Hawthorn, Phil Hill, JohnSurtees, 
Niki Lauda and Jody Scheckter have 


ee titles at 
wie aie e scarlet Cars adorned 
ya G listinctive Prancing Horse 
insignia. 

Since the early 1970s, Philip Morris, 
through its Marlboro cigarette brand, 
has been closely connected with many 
Ferrari drivers in the role of personal 
sponsor. Pioneer in this role was the 
Belgian driver Jacky Ickxin 1973, albeit 
atatime when theteam’s fortunes were 
at a low ebb. More successful in the 
following year were Marlboro drivers 
NikiLaudaand Clay Regazzoniwhenthe 
team enjoyed an upsurge in fortune, 
winning three Grands Prix. 

In 1975, Lauda became the first Ferrari 
driver to carry Marlboro identification 
all the way tothe World Championship, 
afeat hesubsequently repeatedin 1977. 

Although Marlboro were notassociated 
withJody Scheckter’s 1979 Champion- 
ship onslaught, their colours were 
carried by his talented team-mate the 
late Gilles Villeneuve, one of the most 
exciting drivers to watch in the history 

of the sport 

Other Ferrari driversto sport Marlboro 
identification have included Carlos 
Reutemann, Didier Pironi, Patrick 
Tambay, Mario Andretti, Rene Arnoux, 
Stefan Johansson, Gerhard Berger and 
Michele Alboreto — who in 1984 be- 
came the first Italian Ferrari driver for 
overa decade. 


THE 1988 CHALLENGE 
Thatarrangement has continued tothis 
day. In 1988 Berger and Alboreto con- 
tinue the battle for Championship 
honours, admittedly against strong 
opposition in the form of the Honda 
Marlboro McLaren team. At the recent 
Monaco Grand Prix, Berger fought a 
sensational battle with former twice 
World Champion Alain Prost formuch 
ofthe race, eventually finishingsecond 
with team-mate Alboreto third. 
Thisseason Ferrari hastakenadyantage 
of the Formula 1 technical regulations 
which permit the use of last year's car 
design as long as it is now materially 
different. Thustheteamisu singabrand 
new chassis, designated F1/87-88C, 


developed to a fresh pitch of aero- 
dynamic efficiency in the computer- 
monitored Maranello wind tunnel. 
Power comes from the 90-degree twin 
turbo V6 engine conforming to the 
latest regulations for turbo engines, 
namely 150 litres fuel capacity (down 
from 195 litres last year) and 2.5-bar 
boost pressure (down from 4-bar in 
1987). 

Meanwhile, behind the scenes at 
Ferrari, the finishing touches arebeing 
put to a brand new naturally aspirated 
3.5-litre V12 design which will take the 
team into a new era of Formula | at the 
t of 1989 when the use of turbo- 
charged engines will be prohibited. 
Ironically, and to the policial conster- 
nation of Ferrari purists, the design of 
the latest Grand Prix Ferraris has been 
overseen by Englishman Dr Harvey 
Postlethwaite who came to Maranello 
in 1981 with a vast knowledge of the 
English school of Formula 1 chassis 
design. More recently Ferrari has 
appointed former Marlboro McLaren 
designer John Barnard as Technical 
Director to work from a British based 
studio onthe design ofthe latest chassis. 
Since 1972 Ferrari has enjoyed the 
luxury of its own 1.86 mile test track at 
Fiorano which, since 1982, now has the 
racing workshops right alongside. This 
testing facility is highly complex with 
multiple photo-electric timing cells fed 
into a computer allowing the team 
detailed information for use in test 
development work and in setting up 
cars in preparation for various circuits. 
For the forseeable future, Ferrari's 
Grand Prix team willremain committed 
tothe FIA World Championship series, 
rising to the technical and personal 
challenges posed by changing regu- 
lations with all the tenacity and 
enthusiasm that has made the team 
such a focus of attention for so many 
decades. 


ENZO FERRARI'S CAREER 


1898 — Born February 1 8thin Modena, 
Italy. Because ofaterrible snow storm, 
the birth was only registered two days 
later. Thus his ‘official’ birthday is on 
February 20th. 

1919 — Testing andrace driverin Turin 
then with CNM Milano, first outing in 
Targa Florio. 

1919-31 — Enters 47 races (five times 
the Targa Florio) 13 wins. 

1920 — Joins Alfa Romeo for some 
20 years. Driver, salesman and finally 
manager of Alfa Corse. 

1929 — Foundation of the Scuderia 
Ferrari at Modena. 

1933 — The Scuderia Ferrari takes over 
motor sports activities of Alfa Romeo, 
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boy -lash with Alfa Romeo Ferrari 
faces a four year ban to build and race 
Cars designed by himself. 
1943 — Ferrari's wo; ‘ fe 

3 rks transferre 
from Modena to Maranello RS 
1946 — Foundation of Ferr; 
mobili SPA 
1947—First Ferrarir, 
Sport. 
1947 —May 11th, fi 
l y sfirstrace of 7; 
Sportat Piacenza ea 


1948 — First win in the Mille Miglia 
Navone) 


‘ari Auto- 


‘acing ca: 


ipo 125 


ipo125 


eptember 5th: first outingo 
Ferrari Formula A at the Italian Grane 
Prix, Turin (R Sommer 3rd). 

1949— First winat 24 Hours 
(Chinetti-Selsdon). - 
1951 — First win ina Grand Prix coun” 
ting towards the new World Champion 
ship for Drivers at Silverstone, Engla™ 
(F Gonzal in fot 
1952 —First World Championship!” 
Constructors’ Title (Alberto Ast 
Ferrari 500 F2/4 cyl.). Fi 
1972— Construction ofthepr 
track at Fiorano, 

1987 — 40th anniversd 
SPA, vertatl 
1988 — 90th birthday of Enzo Ferte 
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1953 


1958 


1959 


1960 
1961 


Gerhard Berger and 
Michele Alboreto 


British GP 
German GP 
Italian GP 


French GP 
British GP 
German GP 
Durch GP 

Italian GP 

World Champion 
Argentine GP 
Dutch GP 
Belgian GP 
French GP 
British GP 
German GP 
Swiss GP 

World Champion 
British GP 
Spanish GP 
Monaco GP. 
Argentine GP 
Belgian GP 
French GP 
British GP 
German GP 
World Champion 
French GP 
British GP 

World Champion 
French GP 
German GP 
Italian GP 
Dutch GP 
Belgian GP 
French GP 
British GP 
Italian GP 

World Champion 


JGonzalez 
A Ascari 
A Ascari 
P Taruffi 
A Ascari 
A Ascari 
A Ascari 

A Ascari 

A Ascari 

A Ascari 

A Ascari 

A Ascari 

A Ascari 

A Ascari 

M Hawthorn 

A Ascari 

G Farina 

A Ascari 

A Ascari 

J Gonzalez 

M Hawthorn 
MTrintignant 

L Musso/J M Fangio 
P Collins 

P Collins 
JMFangio 

JM Fangio 

JM Fangio 

M Hawthorn 

P Collins 

M Hawthorn 

T Brooks 

T Brooks 

P Hill 

W von Trips 

P Hill 

G Baghetti 

W von Trips 
PHill 

PHill 
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FERRARI GRAND PRIX VICTORIES 
ee 


Constructors’ Chan 
1963 


1964 


mpionship Ferrari 

German GP J Surtees 
German GP JSurtees 
Austrian GP L Bandini 
Italian GP J Surtees 
WorldChampion J Surtees 


Constructors’ Championship Ferrari 


1966 BelgianGp J Surtees 
Italian GP Scarfic 

1968 French GP jee 

1970 Austrian GP Jickx 
Italian GP CRegazzoni 
Canadian GP Fckx 
Mexican GP Jickx 

1971 South AfricanGP —“M Andretti 
Dutch GP Jickx 

1972 German GP Jickx 

1974 Spanish GP N Lauda 
Dutch GP NlLauda 
German GP CRegazzoni 

1975 Monaco GP N Lauda 
Belgian GP N Lauda 
Swedish GP N Lauda 
French GP N Lauda 
Italian GP CRegazzoni 
USA GP N Lauda 
World Champion _N Lauda 


Constructors’ Championship Ferrari 


1976 Brazilian GP N Lauda 
South AfricamGP  NLauda 
USA GP CRegazzoni 
Belgian GP NLauda 
Monaco GP N Lauda 
British GP N Lauda 


Constructors’ Championship Ferrari 
1977 Brazilian GP CReutemann 


South AfricanGP — N Lauda 
German GP N Lauda 
Dutch GP N Lauda 
WorldChampion N Lauda 


Constructors’ Championship Ferrari 

1978 Brazilian GP CReutemann 
USA(West)GP — CReutemann 
British GP C Reutemann 
USA (East) GP C Reutemann 
Canadian GP G Villeneuve 


1979 South AfricanGP —_G Villeneuve 
USA(West)GP —_G Villeneuve 
Belgian GP JScheckter 
Monaco GP JScheckter 


Italian GP 
USA (East) GP 
World Champion 


Scheckter 
G Villeneuve 
J Scheckter 


Constructors’ Championship Ferrari 


1981 Monaco GP G Villeneuve 
Spanish GP G Villeneuve 

1982 San Marino GP D Pironi 
German GP P Tambay 
Dutch G D Pironi 


Constructors’ Championship Ferrari 


1983 San Marino GP P Tambay 
Canadian GP R Arnoux 
German GP R Arnoux 
Dutch GP R Arnoux 


Constructors’ Championship Ferrari 


1984 Belgian GP MAlboreto 

1985 CanadianGP MAlboreto 
Germany GP MAlboreto 

1987 Japanese GP G Berger 
‘Australian GP G Berger 


Marlhorg 


Enzo Ferrari who celebrated his ninetieth birthday in 


February 1988 


ol 


wenty-two years ago, a young New 
Zealand driver proudly drew up to the 
line for the start of the 1966 Monaco 
Grand Prix. His name was Bruce 
McLaren, andthe carhe was driving was 
the first single-seater to bear his own 
name. Bruce McLaren himself is gone, 
killed ina tragic accident while testing 
at Goodwood in May 1970. But since 
that time, his name has come to be 
associated with the best and most suc- 
cessful racing cars in the Grand Prix 
world. 
Today, the man who carries on the 
McLaren tradition is Ron Dennis, 
Managing Director of Marlboro- 
McLaren International. When the first 
McLaren-Ford F1 car raced at Monaco, 
Dennis was stillan 18 year old appren- 
tice, starting outon the road that would 
lead to the world championship. 
Today, Marlboro-McLaren employs 
150 people in its working (Surrey) 
factory, where Dennis andhis designers 
work on their Formula 1 projects. This 
year they hayeanew partnerin Honda, 
the Japanese company whose turbo 
engines helped Williams to its many 
successes of 1986 and 1987. The 1988 
season is the first year in Marlboro- 
McLaren's long-term contract with 
Honda. 
Ron admits that he got caught up in 
the racing business almostby accident. 
Born in Surrey, he left schooland took 
a job with a garage business near the 
famous pre-war Brooklands track at 
Byfleet. As the result ofatake-over, the 
garage was soon to become ‘home’ to 
the Cooper racing team, and the teen- 
ager went racing as a mechanic on the 
Jate Jochen Rindt’s Cooper-Maserati 
Attheendof 1967, Rindttransferred to 
the Brabham team. Dennis went with 
him. In the following two years he 
learned not only about car, Preparation 
but also about the business side of 
Formula 1 racing. At the beginning of 
1971, in partnership witha friend who 
had worked on the Brabham Indy-car 
team, he set up Rondel Racing to go 
racing in Formula 2. 
A serious car accident in the early 
summer of 1972 puthimin hospital for 


e him ti ‘or 
Two months and gave him time f 


reflection. ‘In fact it was probably te 
mostpositivethingthateverhappe ed 
tome, becauseitpulledmeintomandge 
ment,’ he wastosay. ‘During that perio 

[managed the company as pena 
participating in the engineering side. 
I suppose the accident allowed me to 
break free ofthat forthe rest of my life. 

After running Brabham cars for two 
years, theRondelteam built sowncars 
forthe 1973 season. Among the drivers 
recruited were Graham Hill, Carlos 


Reutemann 
from the sta; 


crisis interveneq i 
foam sie aofciag the backers 
wey. i ; 
ae a Mee SPonsors (includiy 
anaes TOM as early as 1974 i 
a ae with the high st, aid 
yl nae) tacingcarbuilders, 00, saw 
their Formula 2 ous 
yea Ron De; 
TOject F 
ie pee eee ¢re front-ry, 
and, later in Formulas 
la 3. 


‘Nis’ 


Their drivers included future stats like 
Eddie Cheever and Stefan Johansso”.- 


Inevitably, a move up to Gran 
racing was on Dennis’ mind. In 
he engaged the promising Ind 
designer, London born, John Barnat ih 
tostartwork ona Formula | car Wh 
Was among the first to rely 08 27, 
material, carbon fibre, for it8 ©" von 
Construction. The Marlboro MCLE i 
team was going through @ dif ae 
Periodin Grand Prix racing at thet! 10 
and at the end of 1980 it deciet’, 
merge the interests of McLare™ 
and Project Four. A new Co™ 
Marlboro-McLaren Internation’l, 


y-cat 


created, with Barnard’s new Cosworth/ 
ford-powered MP4 design being 
readied for racing at the beginning 
of 1981. 
The successes of the new company are 
well known. The British driver John 
Watson took the new team’s first suc- 
cess when he won the British Grand Prix 
atSilverstonein 1981. In 1982, Austria’s 
Niki Lauda was tempted out of retire- 
ment by Dennis’ plans to commissiona 
turbo engine from Porsche, andin 1984 
lauda drove the Marlboro-McLaren- 
TAG Turbo to win his third world title. 
The 1984 results achieved by Laudaand 
Frenchman Alain Prost, who had also 
joined theteam, addedupto 12 victories 
from 16 races. Prost won the 1985 title 
and followed it up with a second in 
1986: it was the first time since the 
championship was instituted in 1950 
that oneteamhad providedthree world 
champions with winning cars in suc- 
cessive years. 
Prost’s hopes of maintaining his team’s 
unbroken record of success into 1987 
started well, with victories intwo ofthe 
firstthree races of theseason. Aseries of 
Mechanical problems then struck the 
team, and it was not until August that 
s to win again. His champion- 
s had faded away before the 
nd of the season. 
Although John Barnard left the com- 
Panyin 1986 tojoinFerrari, Dennis has 
tecruited a new group of experienced 
engineers, who workunder the leader- 
Ship of ex-Brabham chief designer 
Gordon Murray. Dennis never fails to 
Pay tribute to hisstaff forthe company’s 
Successes, and they in turn acknow- 
ledge the close interest and inspiration 
Of their employer which keeps them 
Motivated never to relax on their 
laurels, 
Modest and publicity-shy, Ron Dennis 
lives within a few minutes’ drive of 
secompany'snew factory at Woking, 
hating an immaculate but comfortable 
jane with Lisa, his American born 
ife. They have an infant daughter, 
to pacts, andexpecta furtheraddition 
lth ‘eir family later in 1988. ; 
‘ough hehas many interests, thereis 


little time in which Ron Dennis can 
indulge them. His collection of cars 
includes a custom-built Porsche 911, 
and whenever possible he likes to find 
a few days each year to go skiing. 


WHAT ARE THE SECRETS OF THE 
HONDA-MARLBORO-McLAREN 
TEAM'S SUCCESSES SO FAR IN 1988? 

There are dozens, maybe hundreds, 
of things which contribute to a team’s 
success. Without giving away too 
much, I would say that the important 
things are(1)to minimise the risks, and 
(2) to maximise performance. Also,1 
would mention that Alain Prost and 
Ayrton Senna are the best two drivers 
in Formula 1 racing at the moment. 


MOST OF THE PRESS HAS OB- 
SERVED THAT THE MARLBORO- 
McLAREN-HONDA MP4/4 LOOKS 
FAIRLY CONVENTIONAL. IN FACT, 
THOUGH, THE GEARBOX DESIGN 
IS QUITE ADVANCED, AND THE 
DRIVING POSITION IS WELL LAID- 
DOWN. DID YOU HAVE ANY RESER- 
VATIONS ABOUT TAKING STEPS 
INTO THESE COMPARATIVELY UN- 
KNOWN AREAS? 


First of all, the design parameters 
weren'tany concern of mine, although 
I was obviously interested in how the 
carwouldturnout. The project wasrun 
by Steve Nichols and coordinated by 
Gordon Murray. In the areas of inno- 
vation, there was nothingadventurous. 
Nevertheless, those twoareas youhave 
picked onare the two where we would 
only havehad limited time to makeany 
correctionsifthere had beenaproblem, 
Soit’sjustas wellthat the engineers did 
their homework right and that those 
twoelements of thecarhave performed 
very well. 

WHILE WE KNOW THAT IT IS A 
McLAREN TRADITION TO BEAT THE 
LAST MINUTE, WAS IT A SURPRISE 
WHEN YOU WON IN RIO? 

Perhaps ‘surprise’ is not the right 
word, because even by our own stan- 
dards we — and I mean the whole fac- 
tory — were working very hard. We 
didn’t have time to think about the 
competitiveness of it, we were just 
doing the best we could. However, 
although after the [first] Imola test 
there was obviously cause for optimism, 
itwasavery short-lived feelingbecause 
westillhadamammothamountof work 
to do to get three cars to Brazil. So I 
wouldsay the result of Brazil didn’ttake 
on any meaningful proportions until 
we'd got over our tiredness, which 
wasn’t until about two days after the 

race had finished in Rio. 

WITH LESS THAN HALF OF THE 
SEASON GONE, YOU'RE WELL 
AHEAD OF ALL THE OPPOSITION. IS 
THERE ANY DANGER IN FORMULA 
ONE OF A TEAM BECOMING TOO 
SUCCESSFUL? 


1 can only speak for the Honda 
Marlboro-McLarenteam. Butincircum: 
stances like this year, there is a danger 
ofbecoming too complacent. We have 
made one or two mistakes this year 
which can be put down to compla: 
cency. Probably thebiggestthreatto our 
organisation isnot from the outside, it's 
from the inside. I think that companies 
that are fortunate enough to be able to 
beconsistentintheperformancetendto 
becomenotonlyalittle complacent, so 
the real danger is an implosion, as 
opposed to an explosion. I'm very 
conscious of that: motivating people 
canbe ery difficult. And coordinating 
people in a success situation becomes 
extremely important if you're not to 
lose the momentum that comes with 
success 

INSPITE OF YOURMANY DENIALS, 
SPECULATION PERISTS THAT 
HONDA HAS ACQUIRED A LARGE 
SHAREHOLDING IN YOUR COM- 
PANY. CAN YOU THINK OF ANY 
REASON WHY SUCH STORIES 
CONTINUE? 

I think the speculation comes from 
the factthat although wedon'thaveany 
contractual obligation to do so, we 
chose this year. 


out of courtesy t 


Honda, to call the team ‘Honda 
Marlboro-McLaren’. And that was 
because it doesn’t matter to us and it 
rs alot to Honda. So if it matters 
a lot to Honda, it was an early way of 
‘or being our part- 
id repeat what 
© comparatively few 
had the courtesy 


toask me about these reports, and that 
isthat there hasneverbeenany question 
of Honda having an equity involvement 
inthe company. The matterhasn’teven 
been discussed between us 

: UNLIKE SOME OTHER TEAMS, IN 
THEPAST YOU HAVEBEENSUC 
FUL IN CONTROLLING THE COM- 
PETITIVE INSTINCTS OF YOUR 
DRIVERS. WILL HONDA-MARLBORO- 
McLAREN MAKE ANY ATTEMPT 10 
CONTROL ALAIN AND AYRTON 
DURING RACES? 

Notatall. As two drivers they are® 
compatible today, after half a dozen 
races, as any of our drivers have eve 
been. Right from the beginning, !*! 
have worked together well in acing 
environment. It is a technical ‘pO! 
concept whereeverybody contribute 
and the only place where they 4° id 
individuals is in the race itself and 
their attempts to qualify. Alain ie 
already gone on record with his sa 
ment that having already won cour 
of world championships and petty 
Provedhimselftosome extent, he sr 
about to try to outqualify Ayrton 
they regoingtorace,and the only # 4 
the team will step in is if they <6 js 
manner thatis detrimental toere an 
insofar as Honda-Marlboro MeN. 
18 Concerned. And until that haphead 
there's no orders, they can B°C°"” 
fight aa 
WHO ARE YOURMAI 
THIS YEAR? 


$ 
wsponso™ 


our Principal sponsor this year is 
yjarlboro After that comes, Shell and 
‘hen there are a range of supporting 
00 Boss, the German tailoring 
company; an anew sponsor this year, 
showa, the Japanese company w hich 
sovides our shockabsorbers Thenwe 
have product relationships with other 
companies which don tnecessarily give 
ys money, but which reduce our 
overheads. On top of that, of course, 
we have a very special partnership 
with Honda, which as I mentioned is 
reflected in identity on the car. 
SPONSORS ALWAYS § 
O QUANTIFY WHAT 
TING OUT OF RACING 
BL BLLING SPONSORSHIP 
TO THESE COMPANIES; SO WHAT IS 
jf THAT YOU SEE YOUR SPONSORS 
GETTING OUT OF MOTOR RACING? 
HAVE ANY OF THEM TRIED TO 
QUANTIFY IT IN TERMS OF SALES? 
Well, first of all I think the word 
sponsorship’ iswrong. Idon’tthinkit’s 
anappropriate word because the level 
of investment that various companies 
make means that it does have to be 
perceivedasaninvestment, asopposed 
tothe literal meaning of ‘sponsorship’ 
Having said that, each investor (or 
sponsor, ifthat wordmakesiteasierfor 
people to understand) is more than 
aware of what he’s trying to achieve 
and it is different from sponsor to 
sponsor. I certainly can’t speak on the 
subject for any of the companies that 
Support us, I can only gi 
opinion, but for someone like Philip 
Morris it’s a matter of increasing or 
Maintaining market share, as any 
consumer-orientated product com- 
pany does. There’s also the matter of 
increasing the corporate awareness 
Of the company. If you then look ata 
company like Boss, there are a certain 
image-related benefits Formula 1 isthe 


sors 


EM 


premier discipline in motorsport, and 
ours is the only genuine world cham- 
pionship, sol believe that the ensuing 
image that is created by Formula | can 
have meaningful benefits fora corpor- 
product positioning. Ina 
ch as Shell or Goodyear, 
limited in the number of 
areas where they candemonstrate their 
technology, so Formula 1 isavery good 
platform forthemto portray theabilities 
of their companies from a technical 


standpoint, 
When it comes to q) 


ation’s 
company su 
they may be 


uantification of the 
effectiveness ofthe investment, I’mnot 
qualifiedtomakecomment Alllwould 
say isthatthosesponsors W hocontinue 
toinvestin Formula | must feelthey € 
getting tangible benefit, otherwise hey 
would di ‘ontinue their relationship. 
1S THERE ANY DANGER THAT 


FORMULA 1 WILL BECOME TOO 
EXPENSIVE? HAVE WE REACHED 
YET 


very expensive. But whilenumbers are 
certainly very large now, I don’t think 
we've reached the point yet. There’sa 
great emphasis on fulfilling the objec- 
tives ofa company suchas ours, which 
isto winraces. There's aneed to winin 
order to continue the media interest 
which obviously has the spin-off 
interest for the investors. 

I think that the rate of spending is very 
much dictated by the status quo, If the 
top team was only spending £1,000, 
then I think you'd find all the teams 
underneath spending less. It’s a 
question of how much a team would 
generate, 

SO McLAREN INTERNATIONAL IS 
SETTING THE PACE... 

1 wouldn’t know. We're just doing 
what we think is neccessary to win. 

HAVE YOU EVERHAD ASPONSOR, 
ER, INVESTOR, WHO TRIED TO 
QUANTIFY WHAT HE WASGETTING 
OUT OF FORMULA 1? 

[believe that all of them have tried, 
butit wouldn’tbevery professionalon 
their part to make the world aware of 
how suc! ul they've been, because 
that would strengthen our negouating 
position! ™ 


Looks that 
mean 
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Guess what inspired our new 
Series 1 binoculars? 


Vivitar Series 1 lenses have 
been the benchmark for brilliant 
optics since their creation n 1972. 

So how do you improve on a 
classic marque? 

Firstly, you perfect what 
appeared to be perfection by up- 
grading the legendary 70-210mm 
£2.8-4 zoom, now both smaller and 
lighter in its MkIV configuration. 
Then you combine advanced acrylic 
elements with conventional optics to 
produce the 450mm f4.5 CAT, the 
World’s fastest lens in its class. Follow 
ee with a brand spanking new 
28-105mm £2,8-3.8 zoom with all 


the 


eries 1 virtues and more. 


Then suitably inspired, you 
introduce that pathra si: optical 
technology into a range of Series 1 
binoculars. 

At the heart of both Series 1 
binoculars and lenses is great glass. 
It's known in the business as Grade 
One glass. 

‘And like all our lenses, our 
binoculars share the same beautifully 
t And the same 


engineered ‘feel’. 
he 


rubberized jackets to encase t 
crucial Series 1 optics. They're all 
made to last. 

So take a look at these lenses, 


then raise your glasses to a new era 


in Series 1. 
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MIDDLE TAR As defined by H.M. Government 
Warning: SMOKING CAN CAUSE LUNG CANCER, 
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